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Do you see what I see? 

Advent is a season when all our senses 

come alive. As I write this, I can almost 

taste the gingersnap cookies my great-

grandmother would bake around this time 

of year – fresh from the oven. Crisp, cool 

air touches our cheeks and reminds us that 

winter is here.  Candles and lights dance in 

the darkness and create a sense of wonder 

in these long, dark nights. Carols fill the air 

that harken to a memory of time gone by.  I 

guess Advent is a time for reminiscing, but 

it’s possible to get so stuck in the past that 

we can’t truly enjoy the present. Advent is 

a season that above all is about being pre-

sent in the joy of the season. But some-

times it feels like a chore to stave off the 

chaos of the season to be truly present so 

that we may soak up every bit of this sea-

son in which Jesus draws near.  
 

Joan Chittister writes that our church year 

begins with Advent, “the season that teach-

es us to wait for what is beyond the obvi-

ous. Advent makes us look for God in 

all those places we have, until now, 

ignored.” Interesting, isn’t it, that our 

Christian year is marked by both Advent 

and Lent, seasons set aside for a very simi-

lar kind of mindfulness. It’s difficult to be 

mindful – to be truly present – when holi-

day frenzy can zap the joy right out of the 

very things we hope to experience in this 

season. Year after year, it’s easy to fit in 

just one more holiday party, bake just one 

more batch of cookies, or wrap one more 

gift under the tree…until Christmas is 

nothing but another memory.   
 

The familiar carol, Do You Hear What I 

Hear, begs us to stop, to listen and to 

watch in this season.  

 

Said the night wind to the little lamb, do 

you see what I see?  
 

Where do you see God at work in the 

world in this season? Where do you notice 

joy?  Where do you notice pain or need?  
 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, 

do you hear what I hear?  
 

From whom do you hear the good news of 

Jesus? Do you hear the story differently this 

year? 
 

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king, 

do you know what I know?  
 

How has your life been impacted by God 

who draws near in the form of this child 

who is born of humble beginnings yet contin-

ues to make such a tremendous impact upon 

this world? Who do you know who needs to 

hear that God loved the world so much that 

he sent his son into the world, not to accuse 

us but to teach us how to love one another? 
 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night, 

He will bring us goodness and light He will 

bring us goodness and light.  
 

The only way to truly enjoy the season of 

Christ’s birth is to be present, so this year as 

the carol asks of us, we will pause. We will 

pay attention to the goodness and light com-

ing into the world through Jesus. We will 
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hear the familiar stories with fresh eyes, with eager ears and with a heart that is ready to be broken open once more. 

The way that we will do this together is through worship, service and through an Advent Photo-a-Day Challenge.  
 

Worship 

Worship is at the center of our life together. Please join us. Invite a neighbor or friend.  

November 29     Worship at 8:00 and 10:30 am 

December 6       Healing Services at 8:00 and 10:30 am 

December 13     Choral Services at 8:00 and 10:30 am 

December 20      Worship at 8:00 am; Sunday School Program at 10:30 am 

December 24  Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 and 10:00 pm **NOTE this change** 

December 27      Lessons & Carols at 8:00 and 10:30 am 
 

Service 

We join God at work in the world by engaging in service with the community around us.  

December 18 Service Event and GROG (high school and young adults) 

Now until Christmas Giving Tree: Notice the Christmas trees set up outside the  

sanctuary. Each “Giving Tree” is an opportunity to give to one of our outreach ministries 

through prayer, sending of post-cards and gift-giving. Simply take a tag off the tree and 

return gifts to the church. 

December 28 Youth Day of Service (joint event with Church of St. Patrick’s IGH) 
 

Advent Photo-A-Day Challenge 

Join friends and family members in preparing our hearts, minds and souls for the coming of the Christ child by taking 

part in the Advent Photo-a-Day Challenge.  Use each day’s theme to inspire a daily photo, showing others how you see 

God in the world. Then share your photo in one of these ways: 

 Post your photo to the Amazing Grace Lutheran Church – IGH Facebook page.  Tag it #AGLCadvent 

 Email it to the church at info@aglcigh.org 

 Drop off a picture to the church office and we will display your picture at church 

Advent Photo-A-Day Challenge 
 

 Nov. 29   Hope Luke 21: 25-28   Dec. 13   Love Zephaniah 3:14-17 

 Nov. 30   Promise Jeremiah 33:14-16  Dec. 14   Sing Isaiah 12:4-6 

 Dec. 1   Beginning John 1:1-2   Dec. 15   Rejoice Philippians 4:4-6 

 Dec. 2   Guide Psalm 25:5    Dec. 16   Produce Luke 3:8-14 

 Dec. 3   Wonder Luke 1:26-33   Dec. 17   Remember Psalm 98:3 

 Dec. 4   Shout Isaiah 52:7-9    Dec. 18   Wait Titus 2:11-14 

 Dec. 5   Strengthen 1 Thessalonians 3:13  Dec. 19   Give Luke 6:38-39 

 Dec. 6   Peace Luke 1:77-79    Dec. 20   Joy Luke 1:39-45 

 Dec. 7   Refine Malachi 3:2-3   Dec. 21   Shepherd Micah 5:2-5a 

 Dec. 8   Prepare Luke 3:3-6    Dec. 22   Come Hebrews 10:5-10 

 Dec. 9   Abound Philippians 1:9-11   Dec. 23   Humble Luke 1:46-49 

 Dec. 10   Declare Psalm 96: 1-3   Dec. 24   Child Isaiah 9:6-7 

 Dec. 11   Glory Hebrews 1:1-3   Dec. 25   Good News Luke 2:8-20 

 Dec. 12   Light John 1:4-5 
     

Share your photo to Amazing Grace Lutheran Church – IGH Face-

book and tag it #AGLCadvent, email to info@aglcigh.org or drop off 

a picture in the church office and we will display it at church.  Join us 

as we prepare our hearts, minds and souls for the coming of the 

Christ child! 

  

 

mailto:info@aglcigh.org
mailto:info@aglcigh.org
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You are invited to come early on Christmas Eve!   
A variety of Christmas music will be played in the Sanctuary 30 minutes before each service.   

Come early and enjoy listening as you prepare yourself for worshipping the newborn king! 

December Worship 
 

Sunday, December 6 
8:00 and 10:30 am  Advent Worship with  

Healing and Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, December 13 
8:00 and 10:30 am  Christmas Choral Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 20 
8:00 am  Advent Worship with Holy Communion 

10:30 am  Worship with Sunday School Christmas Program and Holy 

Communion  
 

Thursday, December 24 
3:30 pm  Musical Christmas Preludes 

4:00 pm  Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 

9:30 pm  Musical Christmas Preludes 

10:00 pm Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, December 27 
8:00 and 10:30 am  Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion 
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 Worship and Music Ministry Notes 

Advent – A time to wait 
by Louise Lentz 

Worship and Music Ministry Team Chair 

 

The Sanctuary looks different.  There is a winter wonder-

land and special decorations.  The altar and lectern are 

draped in blue, which is the color of Advent.  The use of 

royal blue signifies “king.”  Advent is a time when we look 

for God to come the first time and the second time as our 

king. 

 

In her book, The Liturgical Year, Joan Chillister explains 

that “Advent is about learning to wait.  It is about not hav-

ing to know exactly what is coming tomorrow, only that 

whatever it is, it is of the essence of sanctification for us.  

We learn in Advent to stay in the present, knowing that 

only the present well lived can possibly lead us to the full-

ness of life.  The function of Advent is to remind us what 

we’re waiting for as we go through life too busy with 

things that do not matter to remember the things that 

do.”  We can easily get caught up in decorating, shopping 

and baking as we strive to create the “perfect” Christmas 

experience.  In our activity we may lose focus on the 

real “reason for the season.” 
 

The new prayer station in the front of our Sanctuary 

offers us an opportunity to 

light a candle, pray, reflect, 

and meditate on what Ad-

vent means to each of us. 

The station at the back of 

the Sanctuary is intended 

for prayer requests.  Se-

lected members of our 

faith community will listen 

and pray with you and for 

you about joys, concerns, 

healing or burdens that are 

on your heart.  
 

During this Advent season, 

as we wait for the coming 

of our Savior, let’s look for 

God in our preparations for the celebration of His birth. 
 

May God bless you during this Advent season. 

 

King’s Kids Choir  
(3 year olds through 2nd grade) 
By Angy Thelemann, Director 

 

Each Wednesday evening there are up to 20 children down-

stairs singing praises to the Lord, along with painting, laugh-

ing, building, coloring, dancing, eating, and playing.  Our 

theme this year is Kingdom Builders.  We are learning that 

we are all still under construction, but we can join God at 

work by building each other up through kind words, friend-

ship, helping, and singing (telling others about Jesus).  So far 

we have had tool distribution, looked at blueprints and how 

the Bible is like a blueprint, built solid foundations and 

learned about Jesus being our solid foundation.  Right now 

we are in the mudding and taping stage….  A huge thanks to 

Tom Thompson for cutting and sanding 11 blocks for each 

child to create/build their own nativity scene.  We will be in 

the mudding and taping stage for a few more weeks!!  

Thanks to my helpers, Abby Guggisberg and Cyndi Berg, and 

thanks to all of you for supporting this ministry.  It is such a 

joy to work with all of these amazing children!   
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From the Christian Education Ministry Team 

By Linda Becker 

Sunday School Coordinator 
 

THANK YOU to our faithful teachers completing the 

November rotation.  Students learned about young 

King David, how he was chosen by Samuel because he 

was not only brave and loyal, but because he loved God 

with all his heart.  Annie Morgan shared the story 

through creative drama.  Dre Noble explored the story 

with Bible Games and Activities.  Trudy Johnson taught 

using multi-media, video and computers.  Linda Becker 

integrated physical fitness with the Bible story.   
 

JANUARY TEACHERS 

We will welcome Spirited Feet to teach several ses-

sions in January.  This dance and exercise class has been 

a hit with the VBS kids for two summers.   Other 

teachers are needed to teach cooking, arts and crafts, 

and Bible Skills.  Watch for the sign-up chart in the nar-

thex, or contact Linda Becker. 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Sunday School classes will focus on the Christmas pro-

gram, “The First Leon,” during December, with the 

performance during the 10:30 service on December 20.  

With only 5 Sundays to practice, it is important for stu-

dents to attend each week.  Many of the children will 

have speaking parts, and everyone will have songs to 

sing.   
 

Parents are also needed to help with costumes, scenery 

and production.  Come on Sunday morning and you’ll 

have a job! 
 

Please bring a plate of Christmas cookies to share after 

the program on December 20.  Children and congrega-

tion members will join in a festive reception to cele-

brate the birthday of our Savior, Jesus.   

By Pastor Chris Becker 
 

Those early scholars traveled a great distance to 

bring a gift and to honor this new born Christ 

child. In December our confirmation students, 

adult mentors and parents continue a practice 

we have been involved with for years.   
 

We will receive a name of a household that 

needs a lot of help.  This year we will receive 

that name from a member of Amazing Grace 

who works at the Saint Paul Council of Church-

es.  We will be given information about the fami-

ly’s needs.   
 

We will divide the group into teams, assigning 

each a person from the household in need.  Each 

of us will donate money (amount is a personal 

choice) and pool it together.  We then divide 

the money by the number of people in the 

household.  God certainly provides because each 

year we have an abundance of support. 
 

On A Wednesday evening during Confirmation 

we shop for the family at a local store.  The fol-

lowing week we wrap the gifts and travel to the 

family’s home and sing Christmas carols and 

read from Luke the story of Jesus’ birth.   
 

Packing 20 plus people into a small living space 

at times can be creative, but we find ourselves 

standing close to those whom we have come to 

visit.  I can imagine that the first wise scholars 

filled that barn as well, coming face to face with 

the savior of the world.  After some tears and 

other greetings we return to church with a 

sense that we have truly experienced Christmas. 

A Season of Giving 
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From the Youth and Family Ministry Team 

By Barb Malamen 
 

There is no meeting in December, but remember books are wonderful gifts, share your favorites.  The book for Jan-

uary is The Lawgiver by Herman Wouk.  This is the story of a group of people trying to make a movie about Moses 

in the present day.  In February we look again at events of the civil rights movement in Back to Mississippi by Mary 

Winstead.  This is her personal journey through the events that changed America in 1964.  As always, we meet the 

3rd Sunday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Barnes & Noble Book Sellers Café on Promenade Place in Eagan.  All are 

welcome!  Contact Barb Malamen if you have any questions.  Remember to read faithfully. 

Faithful Readers 

Annual Overnight /  

MLK Day of Service 
 

Youth (6-12th grade) invite your elementary age 

child (3-5th grade) to join us for our Annual  

overnight / MLK Day of Service! 
 

January 17-18 

Sunday, 7pm-Monday, 4:00pm 

$25.00 
 

Sing up on Youth Event Bulletin Board  

by January 10, 2016! 
 

Service projects at Amazing Grace Lutheran 

Church, sleep overnight at church, and Monday 

travel to Second Harvest and other service sites.   
 

Invitation for adults – drivers needed for Monday!  

Overnight adult leaders welcome!   

See Merri Guggisberg for details. 
 

 

 

 

Youth Mission Trip  

Service / Fundraiser 
Kowalski’s Woodbury – Carryout Fundraiser 

Sunday, January 10, 2016 

10am-4pm 

Hope you can stop by! 

 High School Youth  

and Young Adults! 

December 18, 2015  8-11pm 

Service Project – Grog – FUN 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjNlIOJmKjJAhWEPCYKHSDTCe4QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Frow-of-books-clipart&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEULkymYyCLhFAHWE9avnw_
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Resources/For-Congregations/Generational-Materials/100Wells/100-Wells-Tour.aspx
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Faith at Home:   

Advent Photo-A-Day Challenge 

Submitted by Merri Guggisberg, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 
 

Join your church community as we all prepare our hearts, minds and souls 

for the coming of the Christ child!  Share your photo that connects with 

the daily theme (found on page 2 of this newsletter) to Amazing Grace 

Lutheran Church – IGH Facebook and tag it with #AGLCadvent, email 

info@aglcigh.org or drop off a picture to the church office and we will 

display your picture at church.   

 

December Family Service Ideas  
submitted by Merri Guggisberg, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 

 

Caring Cards 
During the season of mailing Christmas cards to loved ones close 

and far, take time to create cards for those who may not get much 

mail – senior centers, neighbors, families living with long-term ill-

ness or anyone who could use a smile. 
 

Date/Time: At your convenience 
 

Location: Your kitchen table 
 

How: Invite family members to create a caring card.  Draw a picture, jot a note or send a Bible verse that brings you 

comfort.  Then mail, if you aren’t sure where to mail your caring card, bring to AGLC and we will mail it for you. 
 

Ages: EVERYONE! 

 

Youth Service Opportunity 
All youth 6-12th grades and friends in the same grades are invited to a joint ser-

vice day with youth from St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Inver Grove Heights.  

Take time to give back this Christmas season while making new friends and hav-

ing fun! 
 

Date/Time: Monday, December 28, 2015 9:00am-3:00pm Sign up by 12/27. 
 

Location:   Church of St. Patrick’s Inver Grove Heights – SPY Room 
 

Cost: $15.00 for service supplies, lunch, afternoon fun outing 
 

What:  Serve others while making new friends! 
 

Ages: 6-12th grade youth and friends in same grades 

 

 

mailto:info@aglcigh.org
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Notes from Evangelism/Stewardship Team 

Fellowship Events 

Women’s Christmas Brunch 
Saturday, December 12th       10:30—12:30 p.m. 

 

            Ladies remember to sign up on the poster in the Narthex for the annual Christmas brunch. Take time out to  

                       recharge yourself and gather for good food, conversation, and carols at the annual Women’s Christmas 

                         Brunch. The date is December 12 from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm. There will be an ornament exchange  

                            and gifts will be collected for Neighbors Inc. A $5 donation will be collected to help cover expenses 

                             with the surplus gifted to Neighbors Inc. Sign up today!  If you’re willing to help with food and/or  

                                          preparations for the brunch or have questions, please contact Barb Malamen. 

 

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE – LIVE RADIO SHOW PLAY  

BENEFITING NEIGHBORS INC.   
An opportunity to see this holiday classic and support Neighbor’s, Inc. at the same 

time!!  Wednesday, December 9, at 7:30 p.m., there is a preview performance at 

the St. Paul Hotel.  Tickets are $30 with proceeds from ticket sales benefitting 

Neighbor’s, Inc.  Doors open at 7 p.m.  Tickets can be purchased at https://

everyeventgives.com/event/wonderfullifeneighbors/  Car pools can be arranged for 

those attending from AGLC.  For more info. check out the Community News bul-

letin board in the Narthex or the Neighbor’s, Inc. website.  Contact Person:  Barb 

Malamen. 

THANK YOU SUNDAYS COMING IN 2016 
By Kirsten Hoven, Year Round Stewardship Team Member 
 

On the first Sunday of every month, we will be celebrating gratitude with a simple thank you message or activity start-

ing in church January 3. What does this mean?  
 

Many people in our communities aid us in getting through our daily lives and a simple thank you just acknowledging the 

gifts we receive from others is important. This can be as simple as a statement 

“Thank you GOD for our church” or “Thank you Angy for replying to my email”.  

In the upcoming year, there will be opportunities for you to thank others. An ex-

ample might be a message board asking you to thank someone while entering 

church. When communicating with others please take a moment to say thank you. 

It can put a smile on someone’s face. 
 

What if today you were grateful for everything? 
 

If you are interested in planning, or have an idea for a THANK YOU SUNDAY, 

please contact Pastor Chris or a member of the year round stewardship team.  

 

https://everyeventgives.com/event/wonderfullifeneighbors/
https://everyeventgives.com/event/wonderfullifeneighbors/
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World Hunger 
Submitted by Zella Vandervort 

Missions Updates... 

The Giving Trees 
This Advent and Christmas season we will again 

host a number of Christmas trees in the Narthex of 

the church.  Each one invites us to participate in the 

lives of people whom we call our brothers and sis-

ters in Christ.   
 

We continue to provide support for a number of 

ministries outside our congregation.  It is one way 

we extend God’s love as a community so that those 

in need are not alone.   
 

So walk through the narthex, look at the trees 

closely, see what others need, and be 

open to the opportunity to provide 

for those who have little to nothing.   
 

Each one has something unique to 

offer.  Many of the gifts are small 

to us, but will be greatly appreci-

ated. 
 

Take an ornament with a re-

quest.  Bring the gift back to 

church, and place it under 

the tree.  (If it is a mone-

tary gift please turn it in to 

the office.) 
 

Thank you for sharing 

God’s love! 

Feeding the Hungry in St Paul, 

MN    ELCA World Hunger 
 

A free meal, time of prayer and opportunities to serve 

and be served are what is offered weekly at Shobi’s Ta-

ble – a food truck that serves homeless and near-

homeless residents of St. Paul, Minn. Pastor Margaret 

Mary Kelley and Noah have both been there from the 

beginning. Noah, once homeless in the Twin Cities, was 

keenly aware of the limited dietary options for those 

living on extreme margins. Together, they worked to 

find a solution. Their solution came in the form of a 

food truck – a vehicle that would allow them to serve 

freshly prepared meals and bring food to the communi-

ty at a location that was a natural gathering place for 

many. Pastor Margaret and Noah have been able to 

serve around 75-100 neighbors a week since 2014. 

“When the church does community well, we do it 

well,” shared Pastor Margaret. “We come around the 

table to gather for lunch and God’s meal; people need a 

lot of both.” Community is at the heart of Shobi’s 

Table’s mission. What is Shobi’s Table’s hope for the 

future? Their long-term goal is to acquire a bus that 

would offer indoor and outdoor seating to protect their 

patrons from the cold Minnesota winter months and to 

expand their offerings to include vocational training. 

Each plan is designed to lead them one step closer to 

accomplishing their mission – to provide food, friend-

ship, faith and employment skills to the homeless and 

near-homeless people of St. Paul. 
 

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support innovative 

solutions that fight hunger and poverty in nearly 60 

countries around the world, including the United States. 
 

Fair Trade Chocolate and More 
Sunday, November 21st thru  

Sunday, December 20th 

The World Hunger Table will be in 

the Narthex between services for the 

annual Fair Trade Chocolate and Cof-

fee sale.  We will also sell various oth-

er gift items.  If you have any items 

that you would like to donate, to be 

sold during this event, please contact 

Zella Vandervort.  Stop by and sup-

port Fair Trade and the end of world 

hunger. 

Lyngblomsten: Spirit of Giving 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 

Lyngblomsten is one of the local missions supported by 

Amazing Grace.  We are a covenant congregation with 

Lyngblomsten.  Lyngblomsten strives to provide a minis-

try of compassionate care and innovative services to 

older adults.  We are most familiar with Lyngblomsten’s 

program The Gathering.  Lyngblomsten also manages a 

care center and other residential facilities on the cam-

pus in the Como area of St. Paul.  Each year the Spirit of 

Giving program works to provide a gift for each resi-

dent.  Collected monetary donations and gift cards will 

be used by staff to purchase gift items.  Checks should 

be made payable to “Lyngblomsten Foundation”.  There 

is a box in the church office for your generous dona-

tion.  Gifts collected by Sunday, December 6th will be 

used for this year.  However, donations are welcome 

throughout the Christmas season.  Contact person is 

Barb Malamen. 



 
P A G E  1 0  

KNIT AND CHAT 
Submitted by Connie Raddatz 

Have you been the recipient of a Prayer Shawl?  We 

knitters hope you felt embraced by love and caring 

when you were gifted with that shawl.  
 

KNIT AND CHAT meets every 3rd Tuesday at 10:00 

AM at church.  We gather to KNIT AND CHAT and 

enjoy a refreshment.  We always have room for more 

knitters, so we invite you to join us if you have an inter-

est !  
 

You may contact Connie Raddatz if you want to talk 

about the Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Global Missions 
Submitted by Pastor Chris Becker 

Asante Sana, Muchas Gracias, 谢谢 
 

These are ways to say, “Thank you very much!”  On 

Sunday, October 25 we hosted another Global Mission 

event in which we celebrated together the partnership 

God has provided for us so that we can experience the 

vastness of God’s kingdom in the world. 
 

Your presence and your generosity was a testimony to 

your dedication to work alongside people of different 

cultures to make Christ known.  We ate a taco meal, 

and were immersed into the gifts the Tanzania Choir 

and two talented Chinese pianists provided. 
 

I was taken back to worship in Tanzania as the choir 

director hummed the first few notes of the song and 

the choir then broke out into that rich harmony heard 

in Africa.  When I closed my eyes I was lifted miles 

away to a mud brick worship space with people who 

sang the words of hope and joy while living in what I 

would call poverty.   
 

When the choir left to go back to their own worship 

service in Minneapolis, two very young pianists played 

pieces that made my heart sing.  They showed technical 

ability way beyond their age, but it was their ability to 

Joining God at Work in the World 

interpret the notes that gave me goosebumps.  I was 

surrounded by sounds that sunk deeply into my soul. 
 

What an experience.  What a gift we received.  And 

when all the money from the silent auction was counted 

and the offering included we received almost $6,500.  

Thanks be to God! 
 

The money will first go to offer our guests an honorari-

um for the talents.  We will then divide the remainder 

so that all three global expressions – Guatelmala, Tanza-

nia and China, will receive a third.  As part of that dis-

bursement a portion will go toward the support of 

those who represent Amazing Grace as they travel to 

these countries.  The cost to Africa and China is about 

$4,000 for each person.  Your generosity will offer 

about $300 per traveler toward this coast in 2016.  

About $1,200 will be given to each global expression to 

be used toward educational needs for children and 

youth in those countries. 
 

Thank you for your willingness to be a partner. 

Tanzania 
Submitted by Linda Becker 

Institute of Agriculture 

Tanzania 2015 
 

The Institute of Agriculture has been working in the 

Iringa Region for about 11 years.  The goal has been to 

improve the quality of lives of small farmers in countless 

villages by introducing modern farming techniques such 

as crop rotation, fertilizers, and better crop storage.  

Several Amazing Grace families have supported this ef-

fort with generous financial contributions to the Magu-

lilwa Church farm. 
 

The time is right to transition the leadership of the In-

stitute to Tanzanians.  Gabriel Malima and Venance 

Msigala will take over the leadership and the U.S. Advi-

sory Committee which has provided input in planning, 

advising and raising funds will disband this month, No-

vember, 2015.  The Institute of Agriculture Foundation 

will continue to receive contributions and direct them 

toward ongoing activities of the Institute in Tanzania.   
 

Indicators of success, whether direct as measured by 



 
P A G E  1 1  

AGLC Treasury Update 
Prepared by Tim Sanborn, Treasurer 
 

AGLC Financial Summary through October 2015 
 

 October 2015 Income was -$7,680 un-
der budget, and the last 3 months are 
a combined -$23,816 under budget.  
For the year, Income is -$29,152.  

 Expenses are $36,373 under budget, 
largely because each Ministry Team is 
cutting expenses.  

 

Many thanks to all who attended the Oct. 25th Congregational meeting and for the great questions!  The Council will 
continue to work diligently over the next 2 months to recommend a budget at the January meeting that reflects 
Amazing Grace’s Mission and true “heart”.  Thank you also to the many who have recently taken advantage of 
Online Giving at AGLCIGH.org. 

Business Management Ministry Update 

 

 
 

The DRAFT budget for 

2016, handed out at the 

October 25th Congre-

gational Meeting, is too 

large to print in this 

newsletter.  If you 

would like a copy please 

contact the church  

office. 

yields, or indirect as observed by economic development in a village, have all 

concluded that the project has met its goals.  Institute staff are teaching courses 

in Business and Economics at the University of Iringa.  They also offer technical 

support to village small businesses through the Microfinance Institute. 
 

The radio program, “Modern Agriculture” continues to broadcast a weekly pro-

gram through Radio Furaha.   Farmers can call in with questions.  A small num-

ber of strategically located CVP 

plots will be utilized by the Institute 

of Agriculture staff to demonstrate 

and showcase best farming practices 

and aid in teaching students and small farmers.   
 

A great thank you to all those who have supported these efforts over the 

years.  The small landowners and farmers in the Iringa Region are extreme-

ly grateful. 

Sept. Income:  $26,620  YTD Income:   $323,548 

Sept. Expense:  $23,916  YTD Expense:  $319,740 

Sept. Net Income:   $2,704   YTD Net Inc.:       $3,807 

AGLCIGH.ORG 
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Council Corner 
By Jim Zentner 

Council President 
 

We wind down toward the end of the calendar year 

2015 and prepare for the start of the new church year 

2016.  Last month there was a lot of information in the 

newsletter regarding our upcoming budget proposal and 

developing a renewed sense of generosity among all of 

us at Amazing Grace.  I am somewhat chagrined to con-

tinue the discussion but there are two important budget 

questions that have come up during our Council meet-

ing that will also come up now for consideration by the 

full congregation. 
 

The first one is capital improvements with respect to 

energy use and conservation.  Our heating and cooling 

system needs immediate attention as does some heating 

pipe insulation and cooling of the sanctuary.  There are 

other energy conservation efficiencies that have been 

identified that may have some up-front costs but future 

payoff considerations.  All totaled, these costs according 

to the properties team could add anywhere from $7,000 

on the low end to $12,500 on the upper end.  Council is 

wrestling with whether to add these kind of costs into 

our proposed annual budget or create a capital campaign 

as a way to pay off these costs over time. 
 

Some on the Council have stated that a capital campaign 

for under $15 to $20,000 is not a good strategy for cap-

ital campaigns.  So the discussion regarding capital cam-

paign turned to whether or not it might be prudent for 

us to add debt reduction to a campaign.  Amazing Grace 

has approximately $450,000 of debt on our building that 

is held by members of the congregation.  Fortunately, 

these members have not opted to ask for repayment of 

the debt and for that we need to be thankful.  However, 

at some point in the future we must assume that those 

loan debts will come due.  Perhaps as one long term fi-

nancial strategy it would be prudent of our congregation 

to use a capital campaign to generate funds by which we 

can pay off our obligations.   
 

The church does have investments that are also available 

through which we can pay off those obligations.  At this 

point in time, our investments are in very conservative 

instruments and do not generate much additional income 

by which we might be able to begin paying down on 

some of our outstanding debt.  I raise these issues be-

cause we would like to hear from you as to how you 

think we might best address these issues.  It is not that 

we are unable to make decisions but it would be helpful 

prior to our annual meeting to hear from you regarding 

your thoughts as to how we best handle significant finan-

cial concerns.  We want to be good stewards of our re-

sources and make the best use of what we have and what 

God has given to us. 

Financial  

Wellness 
By Pastor Chris Becker 
 

MONEY!  There, I said it.  I 

know how touchy this subject 

is, and how abusive this topic 

is perceived to be when you 

put it together with church or faith.  In Luke 12:34 it says, “For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.  In the 

version of scripture called “The Message”, it reads, “Be gener-

ous.  Give to the poor.  Get yourselves a bank that can’t go 

bankrupt, a bank in heaven far from bank robbers, safe from 

embezzlers, a bank you can bank on.  It’s obvious, isn’t it?  The 

place where your treasure is, is the place you will most want 

to be, and end up being.” 
 

The point is, and we already know this, is that what we have 

lifted up as important is what we will focus on and obsess 

over. 
 

Money is a gift from God, and you thought it grew on trees, 

and Jesus talked freely and often about money.  He recognized 

that money caused problems.  My dad said, “Never borrow 

from a family member.”  I didn’t know what he was 

getting at until I witnessed families torn apart when 

someone didn’t pay back the loan or didn’t think it 

was a loan. 
 

I do not write this to talk you out of your money.  I 

want to talk about how we need to be attentive to 

our financial wellness.   How can money be a 

blessing, and how can we live as St. Paul said in his 

letter to the Philippians in chapter 4, “For I have 

learned to be content with whatever I have. 12I 

know what it is to have little, and I know what it is 

to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have 

learned the secret of being well-fed and of going 

hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13I can 

do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

We search often for a sense of calmness in our life 

and yet we are filled with all sorts of anxiety about 

money.  Financial Wellness is more than learning to 

budget and get rid of credit card debt.  It is about 

learning to live within ones means and to find con-

tentment with what God has given us.  It is about 

living in a reality that is not shaped by the bombard-

ment of messages that tell us we are worth some-

thing if we only had more and better or bigger.  I 
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Amazing Grace  

Lutheran Endowment  
 

Thank you for the ways in which we, together, seek to 

continue God’s work in the world.  In 2015, the Amaz-

ing Grace Lutheran Endowment provided grants to min-

istries caring for homeless youth in the Twin Cities, 

building desks at a Lutheran school in the Congo, dis-

tributing shoes in the Arizona, and purchasing medical 

equipment for a Haitian clinic.   
 

Special request - The grants distributed through our 

endowment are made possible based on fund income.  

Growing the endowment principal will potentially help 

to grow the income earned which, in turn, will allow us 

increase the number and/or dollar amount of disburse-

ments.  The AGLC Endowment Committee asks that 

you consider giving a special, year-end monetary gift 

designated for the endowment fund. Cash or checks 

made payable to AGLC should be clearly marked for 

the endowment.  Your donations are tax-deductible in 

the year given. If you have any questions, please contact 

Craig Yotter in the church office. As always, we want to 

encourage your household to keep its commitment to 

Amazing Grace Lutheran's general fund through your 

regular giving. Our request is that you consider this spe-

cial gift to the endowment above and beyond your regu-

lar giving.  
 

watch the same T.V. as you do.  I am not immune to the 

seduction that is presented every single day.  I recognize 

the sense of discontent that competition and envy bring.  
 

But what if we start first with a rehearsal of all that God 

has provided?  What if we learn to accept our way of 

living as good?  What if we stop comparing ourselves 

with others and affirm who we are already?  Financial 

Wellness begins with an affirmation that we are already 

blessed by God and that we will be provided for and 

that our contentment is lived out as we choose to care 

for each other. 
 

What if our faith values guided us how to use our mon-

ey instead of the consumer driven world we live in?   
 

One family I heard about decided to identify what they 

valued the most.  They discovered that sharing was one 

of those important values but never thought they had 

much to give away since they were afraid they would 

not have enough.  In spite of that fear they decided to 

put away a little each pay period.  They had no idea to 

whom or to what they would give it to.  One day the 

mother of the wife came to visit and during that visit she 

received a call from her other daughter.  She was having 

complications with her pregnancy.  The mother was con-

cerned because she didn’t have the money to fly out to her 

daughter.  When her other daughter, whom she was visit-

ing, heard this she said, “Mom you have to go.”  They 

looked at the price of the ticket and discovered it was the 

exact amount she and her husband were saving to share. 
 

After that they have discovered all sorts of ways to use 

their money in ways that bring life to people.  This would 

not have happened unless they first talked about their val-

ues and second, intentionally saved money for this pur-

pose.   
 

Financial Wellness begins with an affirmation that we are 

already blessed and continues with our intentional action 

to share what we have first been given. 
 

The product of Financial Wellness is a heart that learns to 

be content and a life that is rich in joy. 

Grant proposals - The committee invites grant requests 

to be submitted between now and February 14, 2016.  

We anticipate the review process will be completed by 

early March.  Funds are limited, so we encourage requests 

no larger than $1000 (approx.).  Regardless of the 

amount, all grants will be carefully and prayerfully consid-

ered.  Grant request forms are available in the church 

office and on the table in the entryway.  Please return 

completed request forms to the church office no later 

than February 14, 2016.  
 

As a reminder, the purpose of the endowment is to en-

hance the work of the Church by supporting ministry and 

stewardship opportunities additional to and apart from 

the general operation of the congregation in the following 

areas: church welfare and relief programs, Christian edu-

cation within the congregation and the surrounding com-

munity, scholarships for students attending accredited 

Lutheran seminaries, missions - both locally and globally, 

and service beyond regular programs and current opera-

tions.  It is intended that funds of 

the endowment shall not be used 

for ordinarily budgeted operating 

expenses of the church.  
 

Please contact any member of 

our committee with questions or 

concerns.  Committee Members:  

John Henke (Chair), Paul Rhein, 

Cyndi Berg, Jeanne Zimmer, Jen-

nifer Rutschke. 



 

Just a reminder that  

annual reports are due  

on December 15th! 
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Advent  

Photo-A-Day 

Challenge 

 

Tag your pictures 

#AGLCadvent  

or drop off  

in the church  

office. 

Prayer Concerns can be called in 

to Mary Garfield. 
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Pastoral Care = Soul Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care is a term we use for soul care. It is inten-

tionally listening to one another and offering Christ's 

love.  It points to how God is present in all of it - the 

joy, the pain, and even in the messy, complicated, and 

stressful stuff, too. Sometimes pastoral care is needed 

when there is a crisis (i.e., illness, death, or struggle of 

some kind) but it can happen any time there is a great 

need to connect our experiences with the God who 

loves us. 

 

Pastoral care is a priority in the life of Amazing Grace 

and it can happen anywhere - over the phone, at a hos-

pital, in your home or in a coffee shop. If you are in 

need of pastoral care, please do not hesitate to call the 

church office at 651.455.0093. In a pastoral care emer-

gency, please contact Pastor Chris Becker at 

651.402.2846 or Pastor Julie Wright at 651.271.1427. 

Please indicate if you would like a visit, phone call or 

prayers - or all of the above. Note that with current 

healthcare data privacy practices, the church is not noti-

fied when you are admitted to a hospital.  

 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Julie 

NEW  
WORSHIP TIMES!! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

4:00 & 10:00 PM 
 

A variety of Christmas music 

will be played in the Sanctuary  

30 minutes before each  

service. 



 

 

7160 South Robert Trail 

Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077 

Phone:  651-455-0093 

Address Service Requested 

Mailed on November 25, 2015 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

 

Staff: 
 

Pastor—Pastor Chris Becker: 

cbecker@aglcigh.org 

 

Associate Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright: 

jwright@aglcigh.org 

 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 

 

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator— 

Merri Guggisberg:  mguggisberg@aglcigh.org 

 

Finance/Office Assistant— 

Craig Yotter:  cyotter@aglcigh.org 

 

Building Supervisor— 

Norm Goetzke:  ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 

 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 

Sanctuary Choir Director:  Susan Young 

His Harmony Choir Director:  Susan Young 

Accompanist:  Linda Kleven 

King’s Kids Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 
 

Sunday School Coordinator— 

Linda Becker:  lbecker@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Co-Coordinators— 

Lynn Waska:  lwaska@aglcigh.org 

Amanda Vesta 
 

 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 

Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  

announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 


