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 Worship and Music Ministry Notes 

by Louise Lentz, Worship and Music Chair 
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Jonathan Rundman is a third-generation church 

musician, and loves to provide music and song-

leadership for church conventions, Synod as-

semblies, youth gatherings, colleges, seminaries, 

continuing education events, retreats, and for 

congregations on Sunday mornings.  Born and 

raised in the isolated Finnish-American commu-

nities of Michigan's Upper Peninsula, he has 

been writing songs and performing across the 

country since he was 18 years old. He emerged 

on the national music scene as a Chicago-based 

touring artist, generating rave reviews in Bill-

board, The New York Times, Performing Song-

writer, Paste, and countless regional publica-

tions. Now living in Minneapolis, he continues 

to tour and record. Jonathan's songs can be 

heard on radio stations across America, in 

Scandinavia and England, and have been featured 

on television's Ellen Degeneres Show and CBS 

This Morning. He has performed live on NPR's 

Mountain Stage Radio Show, and on Iowa Public 

Television.  Here’s what the press has to say 

about Jonathan: 

Jonathan Rundman is comingJonathan Rundman is coming  
to Amazing Grace on Sunday, April 17to Amazing Grace on Sunday, April 17  

 “Jonathan Rundman is that rare breed of singer/songwriter we thought had all but dis-

appeared in the onslaught of pre-fabricated pop, grunge, and electronica.”  

 “Musically confident and emotionally vulnerable. His lyrics are refreshing and pleasantly 

unusual.” 

 “Exploring charged-up power pop, alternative country, classical and sacred music 

structures, new wave, and other experimental instrumentation within an acoustic rock 

framework, Rundman has garnered much acclaim, and for good reason.” 

 "A slick and classy slice of Midwest rock" 
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APRIL WORSHIP 
DATE THEME LESSONS WORSHIP SERVICES 

April 3 

Easter 2 

New Member Welcome 

Can I Get  

A Witness? 

Acts 1:1-14 

Mark 6:7-13 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with 

Holy Communion 

April 10 

Easter 3 

Peter Heals  

In Jerusalem 

Acts 3:1-10 

Mark 6:53-56 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with 

Holy Communion 

April 17 

Easter 4 

Church at 

Thessalonica 

Acts 17:1-9 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Mark 13:9-11 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with 

Holy Communion 

April 24 

Easter 5 

Church at Corinth Acts 18:1-4 

I Corinthians 1:10-18 

Mark 9:34-35 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with 

Holy Communion 

KING’S KIDS  
CONCERT 

SUNDAY,  
APRIL 24 
4:00 PM 

ALL ARE INVITED!!!  
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From the Christian Education Ministry Team 

By Linda Becker, Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Our Sunday School kids are people in action!!  During the 

February rotation the students in grades 6 and 7 stepped up 

and became tech teachers.  They adopted the preschool 

children for the morning session and taught the little ones 

how to use the computers to find images and print cards.  

Great opportunity for both groups of children! 

Thank You!  
 

The Lenten Worship Planning Team was faithful and creative in shaping our 

worship services during the season of Lent. Thank you to this team: Louise 

Lenz, Katie Klopfleisch, Kathy Hermann, Susan Ricketts, and Al Bondy, as well 

as all those who participated in skits.  We appreciate you!   ~Pastor Julie 

Did You Know? 
Submitted by Norm Goetzke 

 

Did you know that each week Inver Glen Senior Living and the Good Samaritan 

Society are showing our Sunday services on DVD to about 30 people each week?    

Our services also being shown to about 30 people in Nigeria as well.   

 

Sermons are also available as a podcast on our website at aglcigh.org/sermon-

archive/.  If you would like a DVD of the entire worship service, they are available 

each week on the welcome table in the entryway. Arrangements can also be made 

to deliver a DVD to members or “snowbirds”. If interested in a DVD, or helping 

out with this ministry that reaches around the globe, please contact Norm Goetzke. 

 

DVD MINISTRY 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
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Do you have any of these items to donate to 

VBS 2016 – Kickin’ Up Kindness?  We will be 

making Kindness boxes for children at homeless 

shelters and Blessing Bags that can be carried in 

vehicles, backpacks, etc. and given to someone in 

need.   

 

To do these service projects we could use: 

 Socks – all sizes 

 Travel size soap 

 Toothbrushes 

 Travel size toothpaste  

 Travel size shampoo/conditioner 

 Any travel size toiletry items  

 Small note cards with envelopes  

 Boxes of granola bars, fruit bars, or similar 

items 

 Shoe boxes with lids – all sizes 

 

For our mission project we are looking for a 

used Spiral Wishing Well coin funnel (free stand-

ing, approx. 2 to 3 feet tall) the kids can collect 

coins in throughout the week. 

 

Donations can be placed in the VBS donation 

box located in the hallway around the corner 

from the coat room.  

 

If you have any questions please contact Lynn 

Waska at lwaska@aglcigh.org. Thank you!  

 

During March the students tackled the hunger problem.  

Students made catchy posters to advertise our church’s 

food drive.  You couldn’t miss the message and the food 

collection boxes all around the church.  Making an even 

bigger impact, the students in grades 4 – 7 took in a col-

lection of money from congregation members, added that 

to generous donations from their own families (and them-

selves) and went food shopping.  With over $800 in hand, 

they came back with cases of canned goods, laundry soap, 

flour, sugar and other  “weighty” food necessities on Sun-

day morning, March 20.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our younger students spent time creating puppets to act 

our the story of Easter, Jesus was in the tomb, but he 

came back to life on Easter to give us all eternal life.  They 

also acted on their faith by creating loving sympathy cards 

for our grade 2 – 3 shepherd, Javier Rhein-Medina, whose 

father died of cancer recently.  Our sincere sympathies to 

Javier. 

 

Thanks to our March teachers, Alayna Butler, Linda Beck-

er, and Trish Ebensteiner.  Thank you as well to our food 

drive drivers, Todd Erickson, Ann DePalma, Lynda Bart-

lette, and Lisa Barnhart.   

 

With thanks we welcome our April teachers.  The John-

son family will open the computer lab again.  Pam Rutten 

will teach creative drama.  Trish Ebensteiner will teach 

arts and crafts, and Linda Becker will teach Bible Skills and 

Games.  

 

Beginning April 24, Sunday School students will go to 

work making an evangelism door welcome to distribute to 

all of the new houses springing up around the area.  

Thanks to Cyndi Berg and Mary Garfield for spearheading 

this project.  

 

Looking forward,  please mark your calendar for 

two special events: 

 May 15   -  Parents and Kids come together to 

create thank you gifts for all of our teachers and 

shepherds of the year. 

 

 May 22  -  End of Year Celebration, Ice Cream 

Social, games and fun for the whole family in our 

church yard.   

mailto:lwaska@aglcigh.org
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From the Youth and Family Ministry Team 

Thank you for supporting the Youth Ministry 

Program with your spring plant orders.   

Reminder all orders will be ready for pick up 

following worship on Sunday, May 15. 

 

Submitted by Pastor Julie Wright 
 

The Women’s Bible Study meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 

from 9:30 to 11:00 am. You are invited to join us – and bring a friend ;

– to these upcoming sessions.  
 

April 12: Christian Citizenship 101: A Study on Philippians 

(Gather Magazine) 

Session 4 - Keep On Keeping On (Philippians 4:4-23)  
 

May 10: Spiritual Gifts 

Join us for a fun and interactive morning of learning as we discover 

and deepen our understanding of our own spiritual gifts. Participants 

are asked to bring magazines or newspapers that can be cut up for 

use during class.   
 

June 14: Racism - Confronting Racism: A Holy Yearning 

A new video released by the ELCA continues the conversation about 

the sin of racism. 

Together, we will view the video and have group discussion.  
 

If you have questions, please contact Laurel Oseth. 

 

There’s still time to sign up for the Women’s Retreat, held on 

Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April 16. Please register no later 

than Sunday, April 10th. Cost is $45.  Full or partial scholar-

ships are available upon request. Registration sheets and more 

information is available on the bulletin board or by contacting 

Pastor Julie Wright.  

Save the date! 
High School Senior Sending  

Worship Service 

June 5, 2016 

9:30AM worship 

Parents Night Out with  

childcare provided by AGLC Youth 
 

Friday, April 8 

6:00PM – 9:00PM 
 

FREE!   
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Teaching Prayer at Home:  

Earth Day! 
Submitted by Merri Guggisberg,  

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 22 is World Earth Day.  Spend time in nature: take 

time to go for a walk, watch the birds outside your win-

dows or plant some seeds.  Say a prayer of thanks for 

God’s creation. 

 

 

 
Family Service Idea for April 

Submitted by Merri Guggisberg,  

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 

 

 

Going Green- ideas for 

caring for God’s Creation 
 Enjoy nature together – go for walks, explore 

your back yard, local parks, take along a magnifying 

glass or binoculars 

 Live it. Involve your family to recycle, pick up trash 

while on a walk, when shopping use reusable bags, 

shop at consignment stores 

 Be volunteers or donors.  Volunteer to tend to 

gardens at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, pick 

up trash at a local park, check your local city web-

site on where cleanup is needed 

 Learn together. Take time to get educated about 

environmental needs.  Check out classes at local 

zoos, museums, nature centers or local community 

education classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month we invite you to pursue your interests as well 

as help others in need.  Some projects are done by one 

person; others involve family members or friends.  If you 

have service opportunities to share with our faith communi-

ty, please email Merri at mguggisberg@aglcigh.org.  

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

OPPORTUNITY 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 

 

Let's Go to the Theater 
 

It's a show for all ages, starring our own Abby Liegl. 

There are 30 seats reserved at the Phipps Theatre in 

Hudson,WI, on Sunday, May 1 for the 2pm performance 

of Pinkalicious, The Musical.  Pinkalicious Pinkerton eats 

one too many pink cupcakes and turns pink. Will her 

broccoli eating brother be able to cure her before it is 

too late? Find out in this colorful musical adventure that 

celebrates desire, dessert, and delicious discipline. Sign 

up on the poster on the Community Bulletin board. 

Deadline is Sunday April 17. Contact Barb Malamen. 

mailto:mguggisberg@aglcigh.org
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Notes from Evangelism/Stewardship Team 

Missions Updates... 

Hospitality House 
Submitted by Mark and Annie Morgan 

Join us on May 24, 2016 for this 

energizing breakfast! Let us know 

if you are interested, and we’ll  

reserve your place at the table.  

–Mark and Annie Morgan  

TUESDAYS AT TWO 
Submitted by Judy Rhein 

 

Every Tuesday at 2:00 pm you are asked to pray for someone in need, give thanks for 

someone special, raise up a particular cause in the community or the country, or take 

time to give thanks for your many blessings. Talking to God through prayer is central to 

our lives as Christians. God asks us to come to Him, not just with our problems, but 

with thanksgiving. Praise God for his listening ear! 
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PROPERTIES MINISTRY TEAM 
Submitted by Kirsten Hoven 

SPRING IS HERE 

and the Properties Team needs your help! 

 

Spring Gardening Kick Off 

April 23 from 9:00-12:00 
 

We really could use help with raking and pulling weeds from  

the grass in the islands throughout the parking lot.   

There will be other projects as well. 

 

Please call Kirsten Hoven if you have any questions. 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Submitted by Eric and Heather Tautges 

 

Greetings and Peace to you from the Business Management Ministry team. We attended our first Council meeting a 

month ago, and already we have noticed that the description of “Business” is extremely varied! From facilitating details 

for the purchase of a new refrigerator, to working with Angy to understand office procedures, to researching operat-

ing policies, this team has a lot going on. 

 

Some of you have asked if there are any updates on the potential cell phone tower. Prior to handing over the reigns to 

us, Todd Vandervort worked with a specialized attorney to ensure someone with industry knowledge would be able 

to represent the best interests of the church. We are still in the early stages as the company has not offered any kinds 

of terms, nor have we offered any specific options. As we receive more details, we will be sure to keep you informed.  

 

As previously stated, “Business Management” entails many operational facets of the church. We welcome anyone who 

has an interest in learning more, has a special skill to share, or wants to learn along with us. Please reach out at any 

time, even if you just want to share thoughts or comments!  

 

“For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.” 1 Corinthians 3:9 
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Council Corner 
By James Jeyachandran, Council President 

 

Dear friends in Christ, Greetings! 
 

Spring: Time of new and renewed life. 

I experienced only two seasons while growing up in 

southern India, a very hot summer and wet monsoon. 

When I moved to Minnesota, I got to experience all of 

the four seasons.  
 

Solomon 2:11-12 reads, “The winter is past; the rains 

are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the 

season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard 

in our land.” 
 

We witness new and renewed life around us in budding 

trees and blossoming flowers. I see a sense of renewed 

life and purpose during the season of Lent through self-

reflection and prayers. It also gives us hope and a sense 

of new life though the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Food for thought: World Hunger 

As I write this, I do not know the amount of food do-

nated during the Minnesota Food Share drive, but I am 

very sure we have met our goals. Here are some of the 

facts I came across on world hunger. 
 

Around 800 million people go undernourished on a daily 

basis, consuming less than the recommended 2,100 calo-

ries a day. Over a quarter of the world's undernourished 

people, live in Sub-Saharan Africa. If you think this is a 

problem found only in developing countries, think again. 
 

In Minnesota, 1 in 10 people struggle with hunger.  Over 3 

million Minnesotans visited food shelves in 2015. Though 

unemployment fell in Minnesota, the people visiting food 

selves is on the rise. This indicates the economic prosperi-

ty is not reaching all sections of the society.  
 

Prayers: 

A few months into our current financial year, we are try-

ing to keep our income and expenses close to our budget 

as we continue God’s work.  Please look for an update 

from our council during 

our Sunday service on 

April 24, 2016.  Please 

keep the council and stra-

tegic planning committee 

in your prayers as we 

work on our roadmap for 

our congregation.  

 

In Christ,  

James Jeyachandran 

Strategic Planning 

Update  
Submitted by Julie Linscheid, Core Team Member 
 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 

Lord; plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope. - Jeremiah 29:11  
 

The Core Team of the Strategic Planning Committee 

has been hard at work using the information re-

ceived from the congregation – many thanks to all of 

you who have attended sessions and given feedback 

on the Listening Board questions during Lenten sup-

pers. We appreciate your participation in this pro-

cess! It has made our task easier by knowing what is 

on your mind when you think about how we can 

better join God at work in the world. 
 

During March, the Core Team (Pastor Julie, Annie 

Morgan, Julie Linscheid, Andrew Jeyachandran, Patty 

Johnson, Kent Rhein-Medina, and Renee Skogland) 
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Pastoral Care = Soul Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care is a term we use for soul care. It is inten-

tionally listening to one another and offering Christ's 

love.  It points to how God is present in all of it - the 

joy, the pain, and even in the messy, complicated, and 

stressful stuff, too. Sometimes pastoral care is needed 

when there is a crisis (i.e., illness, death, or struggle of 

some kind) but it can happen any time there is a great 

need to connect our experiences with the God who 

loves us. 

 

Pastoral care is a priority in the life of Amazing Grace 

and it can happen anywhere - over the phone, at a hos-

pital, in your home or in a coffee shop. If you are in 

need of pastoral care, please do not hesitate to call the 

church office at 651.455.0093. In a pastoral care emer-

gency, please contact Pastor Chris Becker at 

651.402.2846 or Pastor Julie Wright at 651.271.1427. 

Please indicate if you would like a visit, phone call or 

prayers - or all of the above. Note that with current 

healthcare data privacy practices, the church is not noti-

fied when you are admitted to a hospital.  

 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Julie 

JESUS IS 
ALIVE!  

ALLELUIA!! 

have been drafting and revising vision state-

ments that describe what AGLC is about 

and what our congregation values, and 

writing SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, 

Attainable, Realistic, Time-bound) based on 

those hopes, dreams and ideas expressed 

by the congregation.  As we write and dis-

cuss these goals, we are making sure they 

are based not on our own ideas, but on 

the ideas you, the congregation, have pro-

vided to us.  
 

On April 11, the Core Team will present 

to the council a draft of the vision and 

strategy for the next four years.  We ask 

for your prayers as we continue this pro-

cess.  And if you have more thoughts or 

ideas, please do not hesitate to seek out 

one of us to share them. 
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Welcome to the Table 
On Palm Sunday we welcomed to Christ’s  

table for the first time the following people 

and offer them our prayers for the Holy Spirit 

to strengthen their faith in Jesus through this 

meal. 
 

Natalie DePalma 

Evelyn Hoeppner 

Cameron Hahnfeldt 

Carter Hahnfeldt 

Ayden Hahnfeldt 

Adelle Hahnfeldt 

Dylan Jalinski 

Micah Rutschke 

Cameron Valentine 

Prayer Concerns can be called in 

to Mary Garfield at 651-457-7536. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 

Servant Ministry Coordinator:  Pastor Chris Becker 

Meal Coordinator:  Lynda Bartlette 

Ride Coordinator:  Norm Beckman 

Respite Care Coordinator:  Judy Thompson 

Funeral Support Coordinator:  Barb Malamen 

Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship:   

                                                     Judy Thompson 
 

Hands and Feet Ministry— 

Evangelism/Stewardship Team 

Coordinator:  Pastor Chris Becker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

His Harmony Musical 

Sunday May 1 

10:30 am Worship Service 
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

 

Staff: 
 

Pastor—Pastor Chris Becker: 

cbecker@aglcigh.org 

 

Associate Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright: 

jwright@aglcigh.org 

 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 

 

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator— 

Merri Guggisberg:  mguggisberg@aglcigh.org 

 

Finance/Office Assistant— 

Craig Yotter:  cyotter@aglcigh.org 

 

Building Supervisor— 

Norm Goetzke:  ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 

 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 

Sanctuary Choir Director:  Susan Young 

His Harmony Choir Director:  Susan Young 

Accompanist:  Linda Kleven 

King’s Kids Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 
 

Sunday School Coordinator— 

Linda Becker:  lbecker@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Co-Coordinators— 

Lynn Waska:  lwaska@aglcigh.org 

Amanda Vesta:  avesta@aglcigh.org 
 

 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 

Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  

announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 


