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Money has never made people happy, nor will 

it. There is nothing in its nature to produce 

happiness. The more of it one has the more 

one wants. -- Benjamin Franklin 

 

Money cannot buy peace of mind. It cannot heal 

ruptured relationships, or build meaning into a 

life that has none. -- Richard M. DeVos 

 

Money won't create success, the freedom to 

make it will. -- Nelson Mandella 

 

Too many people spend money they haven't 

earned, to buy things they don't want, to im-

press people that they don't like. -- Will Rogers 

 

Don't think money does everything or you are 

going to end up doing everything for money. -- 

Voltaire 

 

It's good to have money and the things that 

money can buy, but it's good, too, to check up 

once in a while and make sure that you haven't 

lost the things that money can't buy. -- George 

Lorimer 

 

If money is your hope for independence you 

will never have it. The only real security that 

a man will have in this world is a reserve of 

knowledge, experience, and ability. -- Henry 

Ford 

 

The real measure of your wealth is how 

much you'd be worth if you lost all your 

money. -- Anonymous 

 

You can only become truly accomplished at 

something you love. Don't make money 

your goal. Instead, pursue the things you 

love doing, and then do them so well that 

people can't take their eyes off you. -- 

Maya Angelou 

 

They who are of the opinion that money 

will do everything, may very well be sus-

pected to do everything for money. -- 

George Savile 

 

These folks, like many, learned to reflect 

on their life and the life that was happen-

ing around them. I am sure you have done 

the same.  You meet with people and they 

speak about all their accomplishments, and 

they list the items they have, and you 

begin to feel like you have nothing.  We 

watch clever commercials on T.V. about 

retirement savings which scare us into 

thinking how insecure we are.  We live in 

a world where credit becomes the only 

way we can achieve or acquire the things 

we want now.   

 

Whether you want to talk about money 

or not is overcome by the reality that 

I thought I would invite a few friends  

to share their thoughts about money… 
By Pastor Christopher Becker 
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money drives our actions and thoughts more than we care 

to admit.  Money is the cause of stress, high anxiety, uncer-

tainty and fear.  It is interesting that the very thing which 

we believe will make us “happy” is what causes us so much 

concern and worry.  It is at this point I want to make clear 

that our faith values have much to do with how we can find 

contentment as we talk about money. 

 

St. Paul said to the Philippians, “I’m glad in God, far happier 

than you would ever guess – happy that you’re again showing 

such strong concern for me.  Not that you ever quit praying and 

thinking about me.  You just had no chance to show it.  Actually, 

I don’t have a sense of needing anything personally.  I’ve learned 

by now to be quite content whatever my circumstances.  I’m just 

happy with little as with much, with much as with little.  I’ve 

found the recipe for begin happy whether full or hungry, hands 

full or empty.  Whatever I have, wherever I am, I can make it 

through anything in the One who makes me who I am.” 

 

Perhaps this is a generation thing.  I, the older generation, 

recognizing that all those things I worked hard for and ac-

quired don’t have lasting value.  I realize that when one is 

younger those “things” that we want are powerful in how 

they shape lives.  We are willing to get instant gratification 

and realize afterward how fleeting that was. Our values 

based on relationships; based on compassion; based on the 

concern for the common good are all parts of our faith in 

Jesus.  When we look at our life we realize that here is 

where we gain meaning and purpose.  We read in Matthew 

25 and learn that in acts of sharing we discover Jesus right 

in our midst.   

 

Let me share with you a quirky story which is played out in 

our house every day.  We have chickens and ducks.  Each 

morning we go out to feed and water them and collect the 

eggs they have left.   When we do so we always say thank 

you (out loud) to those animals who gave us the eggs.  Per-

haps it is a silly habit, but more so it is a way for us to re-

member that what we have has been given to us as a gift. 

 

Our faith in God says that God has created all things, “seen 

and unseen”.  Are we living grateful lives?  Are we ac-

knowledging our gratitude to the one who has given us all 

things, even our money, even the skills to earn our money?  

And what would our life look like, or feel like when we 

recognize that all we have is a gift? 

 

I keep coming back to this story.  Forgive me, but to me it 

speaks boldly of what life would be like when I see what I 

have as a gift?  This young couple was thinking about their 

own life.  They wanted to experience contentment instead 

of always feeling insecure or unfulfilled.  They decided to 

put aside a certain amount of their money into a fund for 

sharing.  They had no idea how or when they would use 

this fund but wanted to keep this amount of money 

to share with others.  One day the woman’s mother 

came to visit and while she was with them she re-

ceived a phone call that her other daughter was hav-

ing complications with a pregnancy.  The Mother felt 

torn.  She wanted to fly to her other daughter but 

the cost of the flight was expensive.  Her daughter 

and her son-in-law whom she was visiting, said that 

they would pay for the airline ticket, and it just so 

happened to be the same amount as they had put 

aside.  A few months later, still being intentional 

about putting aside money for sharing, they heard 

about a neighbor who had some medical issues and 

needed a Vita-Mix machine to blend items so they 

could eat.  Again, they used their “sharing” money 

and brought the new machine to the neighbor.  They 

began to experience life in a new way!  As they met 

with friends they found simple ways to spend time 

and enjoy their company.  They discovered that shar-

ing their resources changed their way at looking at 

themselves and the world around them.  

 

I pray that as a community of faith we can continue 

to think and speak about money in such a way that it 

is no longer the “hated” conversation.  I pray that we 

can challenge each other and support each other to 

use the gifts we have been given for the sake of those 

who are in need.   

 

We have committed ourselves to many ways that 

bring hope and care for those who are in desperate 

need.  We have pledged to provide strong learning 

experiences for children and youth to remain close 

to the love of Jesus.  We have said repeatedly, “We 

are called to join God at work in the world” which 

has allowed us to bring medical help to those in Haiti, 

Tanzania, Guatemala, and China.  We are not willing 

to let those youth in north Minneapolis and those 

women at Lewis House go it alone.  We have said we 

will make sure care is offered to those who are the 

care takers for those with memory loss.  We get our 

hands dirty in helping build homes for Habitat for 

Humanity.  We will not abandon folks who need 

meals delivered to their home.  In short, we will con-

tinue to be the hands and feet of Jesus to the world.   

 

When we gather our offerings each week this is 

where our gifts go.  They go to make a difference in 

the lives of thousands of people.  I pray that each of 

us continue to be a blessing so others may be 

blessed. 

 

Pastor Chris 
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 Worship and Music Ministry Notes 

Starting Sunday, May 29th we will begin our summer worship schedule with  

worship at 8:00 and 9:30 a.m.   

 

The 8:00 a.m. abbreviated worship service will include prayer and Holy  

Communion.  At 9:30 a.m. we will have a full worship service including  

Holy Communion.  Both services will be held in the Sanctuary. 

SUMMER WORSHIP 

by Louise Lentz, Worship and Music Chair 

 

Daffodils 

Spring is finally here.  The daffodils are blooming, although by the first week of May the daffodils will be done and other 

spring flowers will be showing their faces.  Daffodils are my favorite.  As I walked around our neighborhood looking for 

those delightful yellow blooms, I thought about why daffodils are so special. They signify the first flowers of the spring, 

they represent new – our new life in Christ, joy, the new season, brighter, longer days, sunshine.  They uplift our spirit 

and create hope for the future.  Thanks be to God for daffodils! 

 

Summer Event – Sunday, August 28  

At our April meeting the Worship & Music Ministry Team spent time looking 

forward to summer worship.  We are excited about partnering with the Stew-

ardship & Evangelism Team to create a summer outdoor worship experience 

that includes outstanding music, food, community outreach and fun!  We have 

connected with Rachel Kurtz, a well-known local Christian musician, to lead us 

for our morning worship and our afternoon event.  Save the date – Sunday, 

August 28, as we will welcome the folks who live in the community around 

Amazing Grace to join us for this event.  You are welcome to help us plan the 

event.  Connect with me, Sue Grundhoffer, Jon Vesta, or any of the Worship 

& Music or Stewardship & Evangelism team members.  

 

Quality quilters, quickly contact our Banner Committee 

Gloria Rasmussen, Nancy Pollock and Trish Ebensteiner have been researching and discussing new banners for our 

building.  They have selected a banner design for the archway wall in the entry to the Narthex.  Look up as you come 

through the front doors – that is the wall where we hope to hang a colorful banner to welcome all who pass through 

our doors.  We need quilters to create the banner.  Please contact Gloria Rasmussen to use your sewing talent to help 

beautify our building. 

 

JUST LIKE YOU AND ME... 
a musical play presented by His Harmony Choir 
 

This is the story of a young girl named Jane, who thinks of herself as “ordinary”… 

just a “Plain Jane”. Listen as Jane’s friends help her realize that God uses many  

ordinary people… men, women AND children, in important and powerful ways. 

 

Sunday May 1st, 10:30 A.M. worship service 
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Thank you to the congregation for your support!! 
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From the Christian Education Ministry Team 

MAY WORSHIP 
DATE THEME LESSONS WORSHIP SERVICES 

May 1 

Easter 6 

His Harmony Musical 

8 am  Faith, Hope, and 

Love 

10:30 am  Just Like You 

and Me 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Mark 12:28-31 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with Holy 

Communion 

May 8 

Easter 7 

Mother’s Day 

Death Swallowed  

in Life 

1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 

51-57 

Mark 12:26-27a 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with Holy 

Communion 

May 15 

Pentecost 

Gifts of the Spirit Acts 2:1-4 

1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

Mark 1:4-8 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with Holy 

Communion 

May 22 

Holy Trinity 

Consolation 2 Corinthians 1:1-11 8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with Holy 

Communion 

May 31 

Pentecost 2 

Forgiveness 2 Corinthians 2:1-10 8:00 am Abbreviated Worship with  

Holy Communion 

9:30 am  Worship with Holy  

Communion  

Do you have any of these items to donate to VBS 2016 – 

Kickin’ Up Kindness for our service projects?  
 

Kindness boxes for homeless shelters: 

Infants (ages 1 – 12 months) - all items must fit into a standard size shoe box:   

Soft toys, small blanket, stuffed animals 

Other age appropriate items that would fit in a shoe box 

 

Preschool (ages 2-4 years old) -all items must fit into a standard size shoe box: 

Toys/games, small blanket, stuffed animals, books, card games or deck of cards 

Other age appropriate items that would fit in a shoe box 

 

Elementary (ages 5 – 10 years old) - all items must fit into a standard size shoe box: 

Toys/games, stuffed animals, books, card games or deck of cards 

Other age appropriate items that would fit in a shoe box 

 

JUNE 20-23 
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With Grateful Hearts… 
By Linda Becker, Sunday School Coordinator 
 

May 15 Parents and children come together on May 15 for a work day, preparing thank you appreciation gifts 

for the shepherds and teachers of our 2015 – 16 school year.   We have had wonderful shepherds attending to our 

classes each Sunday: 

  Patty Johnson, preschool 

  Kami Burgess, preschool 

  Andrew J., grades K -1  

  Clayton M., grades K - 1  

  Alison Hild, grades 2 – 3 

  Javier Rhein-Medina, grades 2 -3 

  Toni Monson, grades 4 – 5 

  Todd Erickson, grades 4 – 5 

  Kelton H., grades 6 – 7 

  Stef Bailis, grades 6 – 7 

Sunday School News 

Youth (11 – 14 years old) - all items must fit into a standard size shoe box: 

Toys/games, books, travel sized activity books, stuffed animals, card games or deck of cards 

Other age appropriate items that would fit in a shoe box 
 

Youth (15+ years old) - all items must fit into a standard size shoe box: 

Travel size games, books, card games or deck of cards 

Other age appropriate items that would fit in a shoe box 
 

Blessing Bags: 

New Socks – all sizes infant thru adult 

Bars of soap – any size 

Toothpaste – any size  

Travel size shampoo & conditioner 

Small note cards with envelopes – all blank or blank on inside 

Boxes of granola bars, fruit bars, or similar items 

Plastic Crystal Light containers (approx. 6 “ high size) 

For our mission project we are looking for a used Spiral Wishing Well coin funnel (free 

standing, approx. 2 to 3 feet tall) the kids can collect coins in throughout the week. 
 

Donations can be placed on the VBS table located in the narthex. If you have any questions please contact Lynn Waska 

(lwaska@aglcigh.org). Thank you!  

Vacation Bible School Volunteers Still Needed  
 

Volunteers are needed to help with Vacation Bible School.  Come assist and help the children strengthen their faith.  

Come join the fun for a few hours or a few days! 
 

Help is still needed in the following areas: 

Classroom Assistants  Breakfast Assistants  Lunch Supervision  Outdoor Supervision 

Afternoon Rotations  Afternoon Check-out  Field Trip Supervision 
 

For questions about volunteering contact Amanda Vesta (avesta@aglcigh.org).  For all other questions contact Lynn 

Waska (lwaska@aglcigh.org).  

mailto:lwaska@aglcigh.org
mailto:avesta@aglcigh.org
mailto:lwaska@aglcigh.org
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FAITHFUL READERS…  SO MANY BOOKS 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 
 

We have a summer and fall full of reading ahead of us.  The group gathers for discussion at Barnes and Noble 

Bookseller Café on Promenade in Eagan.  We meet the 3rd Sunday of the month t 6:30 pm.  All are welcome!  Con-

tact person is Barb Malamen.  Let’s read, faithfully! 
 

May 15 — Miss Hazel and the Rosa Parks League by Jonathan Odell 

Two women, one white and one black, are both damaged by the loss of a child.  They are drawn to each other in 

spite of their differences.  Together they work to conquer fear and discrimination.  Set in Mississippi in the 1950’s. 
 

June 19 — The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks 

From shepherd to tyrant, bring the Old Testament’s Kind David to life. 
 

July 17 — Jesus Cow by Michael Perry 

Harley Jackson finds a calf bearing the image of Jesus Christ.  He hopes to keep things  

quiet, but word gets out.  Harley has to deal with the media circus and save his farm from  

developers. 
 

August 21 — Under the Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan 

The story of the unconventional love affair of Robert Louise Stevenson and American  

divorcé, Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne.  Their love affair lasts two decades and spans the world. 
 

September 18 — Me Before You by Jojo Moyes  (Book in a Bag) 

Louisa takes a job as an assistant to extreme sports enthusiast Will.  He is wheelchair bound after a motorcycle acci-

dent.  She demonstrates to him that life is still worth living. 
 

October 16 — The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

A series of short stories about the Vietnam War experience based on the author’s recollection.  The stories are told 

by sharing the treasures and talismans carried by soldiers along with their weapons into war. 
 

November 20 — At the Water’s Edge by Sara Gruen 

Madeline Hyde goes with her husband, Ellis, to hunt the famous Loch Ness monster.  Maddie begins to see that noth-

ing is as it first appears and that life is full of surprising possibilities. 

 We also give great thanks for the rotation 

teachers, 22 in all, who have provided inspiration and 

interesting presentation of the Bible stories through 

multiple rotation stations: 

 Kris Holsen, Cyndi Berg, Ryan Guggisberg, 

Michael and Jennifer Rutschke, Pam Rutten, Sara Liegl, 

Jon and Amanda Vesta, Anna Hahnfeldt, Linda Becker, 

Annie Morgan, Trudy and Vic Johnson, Dre Noble, 

Colleen Losie, Lynda Bartlette, Sue Grundhoffer, Lynn 

Waska, Alayna Butler, Trish Ebensteiner, and Mary 

Garfield.  
 

May 18  Teachers and Shepherds and their fam-

ilies are invited to the End of Year Appreciation Din-

ner, 6:00.    With the thanks of the congregation 

those who have dedicated time and energy to develop 

the faith of our young children have been the hands 

and feet of Christ.  It has been a work of “Faith Fit-

ness.”  We hope our teachers and shepherds will 

continue to serve the ministry of Christian Education 

and welcome others to come on board the next 

school year.  Contact Linda Becker with your ques-

tions and suggestions. 
 

May 22 during the Sunday School hour, 9:15 – 10:15, 

join the fun for an Outdoor Celebration Day for children 

and parents.  The Gaga Pit and Pool Ball Tables will be 

open.  Children can 

climb the play-

ground, play kickball, 

blow bubbles, chalk 

art, and finally enjoy 

a root beer float in 

our ice cream tent.  

Families of all ages 

are invited to join 

the fun!!  Our high 

schoolers will lead 

the way!   We re-

joice together, cele-

brating the joy of 

Christian Education 

at Amazing Grace. 



 

From the Youth and Family Ministry Team 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
High School Senior 

Sending Worship Service 

June 5, 2016 

9:30AM worship 

AGLC Member plants will be ready for 

pick up on Sunday, May 15. Gift cards 

will be available on May 1st (in time for 

Mother’s Day gifts). 

 

By Pastor Chris Becker 
 

As we close another school year of confirmation I want to thank those who participat-

ed this year.  Thank you to our mentors: Eric Tautges, Trisha Ebensteiner, Korky 

Ebensteiner, Greg Ketterling, Tim Sanborn, Darwin Steffen, Joleen Ketterling, and 

Robyn Noble, and to the students: Alex, Cameron, Carter, Evan, Vincent, Logan, Clare, 

and Hailee, and finally to the parents: Ryan and Merri Guggisberg, Chris and Anna 

Hahnfeldt, Vic and Trudy Johnson, Annie and Mark Morgan, Mark and Lynda Bartlette, 

Eric and Kris Holsen, and Jeff and Lynn Waska.  Our confirmation ministry includes all 

three groups each week.  This year we focused on the Bible and unpacked some of the 

Old and New Testament stories.  The mentors and students met one-to-one each 

week during Lent and engaged in conversation around their faith in Jesus and the Len-

ten journey. As we end this year the 9th grade students will begin working on their affir-

mation of faith statement they will share with us on the first Sunday in October.  

Through one-on-one conversations with the pastors and with their mentors they claim 

a way to express that faith to all of us. Thank you to the congregation for making the 

time available for this powerful ministry. 

News 

AGLC Youth Mission Trip 

Idaho Servant Adventures 
 

Calling Statement written by the team:      

 We are participating in the Idaho Servant Adventures:  

 To serve others 

 Grow in our faith 

 Experience God’s creation  

 and meet new people 

Because we are blessed with the opportunity, wish to set 

an example for others and to have fun! 
 

2016 Youth Mission Trip Team~ 
Justin K.   Andrew J. Lizzie R. Makena B. 

Josh W. Abby G. Clayton M. Luke O. 

Vincent M. Alex G.  Cameron H. Carter H. 

Ryan B. Trisha E. Mark M. Patty J.  

Ryan G. Merri G. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, June 

19 for our sending service!  

We love mail!  Postcards will 

be in the entryway in May. 

Please return them by June 19!  

Mission Trip Reflection Service:  

July 24 at the 9:30am service. 

 

June 25-July 3, 2016 
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Faith at Home: 
Submitted by Merri Guggisberg,  

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 

 

Are you looking for a way to keep prayer a 

daily part of your child’s life? Each month 

we have provided a variety of tools to en-

hance your family’s prayer life.   

 

5 Finger Prayer 
 

How to Pray: 
 

Thumb:  Closest to you – pray for those 

closest to your heart (parents, family). 
 

Index Finger:  The finger that points the 

way – Pray for those who teach, instruct 

and heal you. 
 

Middle Finger:  The tallest finger – Pray for 

leaders and all who have authority. 
 

Ring Finger – The weakest finger – Pray for 

those who are ill, and those who need ad-

ditional care. 
 

Pinkie:  The smallest finger – Pray for your-

self. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Service  

Idea for May 
Submitted by Merri Guggisberg,  

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator 

 

End of School Year –  

Gently used supply drive 
 
As the school year comes to a 

close and your child empties their 

desk or locker.  We invite you to 

take time to go through the sup-

plies.  Notebooks with only a few 

pages used, gently used folders, 

pens, pencils and the like consider 

donating to AGLC.  We will share 

with organizations for their sum-

mer programs or save for the next 

school year. 

 

Any questions please see Merri 

Guggisberg – a collection box will 

be in her office. 

 

Moments from Parent’s Date Night... 



 

Notes from Evangelism/Stewardship Team 

Missions Updates... 

NEIGHBORS INC 
Submitted by Lisa Barnhart 

Neighbors, Inc:  March Food Drive update - I am glad to announce that we exceeded our goal of 5,329 pounds for the 

March Food Drive.  Our actual donation was 5,425 pounds!  Thank you for your generous support! 

 

Also, if you are looking for a way to volunteer this summer, we will be sponsoring a week at a local school to serve 

breakfast and lunch to the students.  This can be done as individuals, or as a family.  Kids are welcome to help serve as 

long as they are accompanied by a parent.  Look for dates and a sign up sheet soon! 
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Lewis House 
Submitted by Bonnie Petrasek 

I apologize for not keeping you up to date with news from Lewis House!  My health has been such that I haven’t even 

been able to do my volunteer time there.  But the work of Lewis House goes on. 
 

At first I was a little disappointed by the amount in the budget for our very necessary work.  And then I remembered 

all the times I have simply asked that a specific need be mentioned in the bulletin - and a miracle happens.  We receive 

what has been requested (diapers, towels, Christmas gifts).  I am still amazed by how often a resident makes a request 

and I have the item in my car!  It is truly a God thing!! 
 

Until there is no need for what is done at Lewis House, we depend on congregations such as Amazing Grace and oth-

ers for our needs to be met.  Just as the TV and newspapers remind us, women and children are still being abused.  

And killed.  I try to keep a supply of small cards in the ladies’ room.  Please feel free to pick up one or two.  I have 

been known to quietly hand a card to someone in the checkout line at Cub!!  And please keep us in your prayers. 
 

Hugs,  Bonnie Petrasek 
 

Lewis House, Eagan   651-452-7288 

Lewis House, Hastings   651-437-1291 
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Hello All, 
 

I would like to inform new members and remind long time members of an amazing 

opportunity we have here at Amazing Grace church.  I have found us to be a very 

caring and generous congregation and so willing to help when someone is in need.  

As part of this ministry, we have taken the opportunity to provide for those who 

are going through illness, surgery or any other hardship, meals to help lighten the 

load and bring comfort.  We also provide meals for families celebrating the birth of 

a new child. This allows parents to focus on the joy of new life (or nap?) and spend 

time with their new baby without the added stress of trying to cook a nutritious 

meal. 
 

So, if you like to cook and would like to be a part of this fulfilling ministry, please 

contact me and I can add you to our community website. I would be happy to ex-

plain more about how this works.  We would love to add more members to our 

list of providers!  Thank you for considering this wonderful opportunity. 
 

Lynda Bartlette, Meal Coordinator    

Servant Ministries:  Meals 
Submitted by Lynda Bartlette, Meal Coordinator 

Africa 
Submitted by Pastor Chris Becker 

Supplies Needed for Tanzania 
 

The Mission Team leaves for Tanzania on Sunday, August 14th and will spend time in 

the village of Magulilwa and in an orphanage in Iringa.  Supplies needed are: pencils, 

pens, note books, crayons and markers, soccer balls (with pump and air needle).  There 

is a basket outside the church office for your contributions.  Thank You. 



 

Business Management Ministry Team 
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AGLC Financial Summary through March 2016         Prepared by Tim Sanborn, Treasurer 

 

 The first quarter of AGLC’s 2016 Budget ended on March 31st.  While it is much too early to predict what the 

rest of the year will bring, it has provided some eye-opening, perhaps telling signs of the year to come.   

 Income.  The Year-To-Date $13,255 deficit can be partially explained by 2016 changes in giving.  Folks who 

may have given lump sums once or twice a year are now taking advantage of on-line giving to evenly spread out 

their contributions.  This would have provided an additional estimated $10,500 at the end of the 1st quarter. 

 Expenses.  Because of some re-evaluation of the local ministries that AGLC contributes to, there is an addi-

tional $3,950 of expenses that have been budgeted for 1st quarter 2016, but not yet distributed.   

 Net Income.  The net effect of the 2 items listed above (both of which will correct themselves over the 

course of the year) is an additional $6,550 that normally would have been attributed to the YTD Net Income.  

This would have made the current YTD -$10,783 net income budget deficit closer to -$4,233. 

 Takeaway.  AGLC is currently running a deficit in regards to Actual Income less Expenses, larger than the 

anticipated 1st quarter planned budget deficit.   

 

It’s early in the year, and 2015 confirmed that monthly financial ups and downs are to be expected.  Still, it is 

important to think of the financial analysis not in terms of $$ and budgets, but in the number and level of com-

munity service programs and missions that Amazing Grace can initiate, participate in, and support. 

 

 
 

 

 

Notes:  Income is made up of General Offering monies, and does not include Designated Funds (VBS, family emer-

gency, youth fundraising) or Other Income (interest income, gain/loss on investments).   

Expenses include the ministry team budgets for Youth & Family, Worship & Music, Christian Education, Stewardship 

& Evangelism, Business Management, and Church Properties, along with Staff Salaries.  It does not include 

Other Expenses (Dedicated In/Out and Activity Accounts). 

 MARCH Difference Year To Date Difference 

 Actual Budget 
(negative is 

unfavorable) Actual Budget 
(negative is 

unfavorable) 

General Offering 29,948 32,650 -2,702 84,695 97,950 -13,255 

Expenses 40,289 37,157 -3,133 105,882 108,354 2,472 

Net Income -10,341 -4,507 -5,834 -21,188 -10,404 -10,783 

AGLC Treasury Update 



 

Council Corner 
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To the generous, anonymous person who left a nice gift for me 

at church on March 25th or 26th: 
 

Many thanks. 
 

Brad Pipal 

Strategic Planning is Rollin’ Along!  
In early April, the Strategic Planning Core Team presented a draft of the Strategic Plan to the Church Council. This 

draft was created by compiling the input received by members through congregational events and one-on-one con-

versations. Additionally, new members weighed in this spring as to what brought them to Amazing Grace as well as 

their hopes and prayers for this community.  

 

At this time, members of the Council are reviewing these recommendations and will come back together with the 

Core Team on May 2nd.  After receiving the Council’s feedback, the Core Team will submit a revised plan to the 

council for their approval.  Then the real fun begins!  Communication and implementation!  We will share more with 

the entire congregation as we progress. Thank you.  

 

On Behalf of The Core Team,  

Pastor Julie Wright 

Properties 

Thank you! 
 

Thanks to those who helped during our 

Spring Gardening Kick Off.  There will be 

several times throughout the summer to 

come and work in the gardens.  Many hands 

are needed.  If you are interested, please call 

or email Kirsten Hoven. 

 

 

In The Mail! 

My sincere thanks to all that were behind the cards to Javi from 

the Sunday School children.  I just sent a box off to him this 

weekend and included all of the beautiful artwork.  I know he will 

be touched by the kind words and knowing he was cared for dur-

ing this difficult time. 
 

In His Grace, 

Kent Rhein-Medina 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 

Servant Ministry Coordinator:  Pastor Chris Becker 

 Meal Coordinator:  Lynda Bartlette 

 Ride Coordinator:  Norm Beckman 

 Respite Care Coordinator:  Judy Thompson 

 Funeral Support Coordinator:  Barb Malamen 

 Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship:         

Judy Thompson 
 

Hands and Feet Ministry— 

Evangelism/Stewardship Team 

Coordinator:  Pastor Chris Becker  
 

Please call the office if you know of someone who is in need 

of a ride, meal, prayers, etc. so that we can put them in 

contact with the appropriate person. 
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Prayer Concerns can be called in 

to Mary Garfield. 

Thank you so very much! 

 

Many thanks for all your love, care and support given to our youth over the years!  A special thank you for your 

words of kindness and love, your generous gifts and care shown on Sunday, April 17th as well as for our family over 

the past years.  We are blessed to have each of you in our family and in the lives of the AGLC youth! 

 

Blessings.   

Merri, Ryan Abby & Alex  

Amazing Grace has the most thoughtful and giving people I have ever met! 

 

Last July there was a fundraiser at the Croatian Hall for a 14 year old girl 

(Taylor) with cancer. So many people donated silent auction items, money 

and even their time. We couldn’t have done it without all of you. 

 

All together I believe we made about $12,000! 

 

Taylor is doing GREAT! She is done with treatment and 

her hair is growing back! She went back to school as soon as she could. The doctors are very op-

timistic and so is her family. 

 

Amazing Grace has taught me to give when you can, ask for help when you need it, and pray 

about EVERYTHING!  

 

Pam Rutten 



 

Mission Trip 2016 – Idaho Servant Adventures 
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Starting Sunday, May 29th we will 

begin our summer worship sched-

ule with worship at 8:00 and 9:30 

a.m.  The 8:00 a.m. abbreviated 

worship service will include prayer 

and Holy Communion.  At 9:30 

a.m. we will have a full worship 

service including Holy Commun-

ion.  Both services will be held in 

the Sanctuary. 

“Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith as you  

are being rooted and grounded in love.”  Ephesians 4:17 

Please consider investing in AGLC  Youth Mission Trip to Idaho.  
 

Yes, I would like to support: (check one below) 

 
   Individual Mission Tripper’s name        

 

   General Mission Trip fund  

 

Gift amount: $      (tax deductable donation) 

Please provide us with your address so we can write to you during our trip. 
 

Please return this portion to the church office along with your tax deductable con-

tribution.  Thank you! 

Any questions: Please contact Merri Guggisberg @ mguggisberg@aglcigh.org or phone: 455-0093 

 

mailto:mguggisberg@aglcigh.org
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

 

Staff: 
 

Pastor—Pastor Chris Becker: 

cbecker@aglcigh.org 

 

Associate Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright: 

jwright@aglcigh.org 

 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 

 

Youth and Young Adult Coordinator— 

Merri Guggisberg:  mguggisberg@aglcigh.org 

 

Finance/Office Assistant— 

Craig Yotter:  cyotter@aglcigh.org 

 

Building Supervisor— 

Norm Goetzke:  ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 

 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 

Sanctuary Choir Director:  Susan Young 

His Harmony Choir Director:  Susan Young 

Accompanist:  Linda Kleven 

King’s Kids Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 
 

Sunday School Coordinator— 

Linda Becker:  lbecker@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Co-Coordinators— 

Lynn Waska:  lwaska@aglcigh.org 

Amanda Vesta:  avesta@aglcigh.org 
 

 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 

Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  

announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 


