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Some of you know (and now all of you will know) that I am retiring at the end of this 
year.  This decision has produced some interesting reflections and insights.  One of 
those reflections is how “parent like” I feel as I watch this congregation go forward with 
the thoughtful and rich plans for the future.  I seem to have become the parent taking 
their child to college and leaving with all sorts of mixed emotions. 
 
In the midst of such reflection came the Bishop’s Theological conference, held in Octo-
ber each year.  I wondered how they knew that my favorite Psalm was 121.   Through-
out the two days this psalm surfaced in our various worship experiences.  “From where 
shall my help come” it begins, but it weaves its way through images of how God will pro-
tect, guide and care for us morning and night.  In fact it ends that God will watch over 
our comings and goings. 
 
My nervous parent like responses are held in the hands of God, and my trust in that 
promise has allowed me to reflect on my leaving in a new way. 
 
God has been visibly present in this congregation throughout its journey.  Together, we 
have been held in the amazing grace of God’s love and have invested in the work that 
God has called us to do.   
 
I could give you a list of ways in which we have transformed people’s lives.  You have 
seen that list before.  I would rather remind each of you what it took for you to change 
those lives.  It took you investing in the vision of this church. 
 
You said over and over again that this work matters!  You said through your time and 
money that the work of God in the world matters! 
 
I recognize that it has not always been easy.  We all live with some form of fear and un-
certainty in our lives.  None of us know for sure what will happen tomorrow.  All of us 
live with desires and wants and needs that go unfulfilled.  We live in a world where hav-
ing more becomes the norm, yet we often are still left unsatisfied.  Yet, you gave so that 
others may be cared for and lifted up.   
 
There have been moments in the life of this church that it 
was questionable if we were able to continue.  God was 
never done with us.  God’s Spirit constantly showed up 
and moved us to reexamine and recommit our lives to 
what we profess each week – to trust in God and to join 
God at work in the world. 
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Personal Prayers Return  
Submitted by Judy Thompson 
 
A variety of individuals will be available to hear your prayers of joys and concerns.  This does not 
replace prayers of intercession which we pray together, but offers another opportunity for call-
ing out to our Lord.  Prayers will be offered in the back left corner of the sanctuary.  The presid-
ing pastor will announce the availability of a prayer companion at the beginning of the service.  
Please come to the prayer station after you have received communion. 
 

If you are interested in being a personal prayer companion, please contact Judy Thompson.   
 

 

 Worship and Music Ministry Notes 

I pray that you see the incredible opportunity God has placed before us.  For years we have been advocates for bal-
anced housing in this city so that more people would have an opportunity for a place to live here.  We have given voice 
to those who had been unheard for years.  We have practiced and demonstrated to many what it means to live in com-
munity together.  Now we have the opportunity to extend that experience with hundreds who are and will be moving 
into the neighborhood we worship in.   
 
We have learned over the years what it means to be an intergenerational community.  We have a growing number of 
young households visiting the church and moving into the area.  We have a strong group of older folks.  What an op-
portunity to use that relational experience and help others to find deeper relationships with one another through all 
generations.   
 
We have been a community that has addressed tough differences among ourselves.  We have not always agreed, yet 
we have, in love, found ways to listen and understand one another.  This gift is vital for us to share with the larger com-
munity around us. 
 
We are moving in a direction that is building a vision to be the church of Jesus Christ for the next generation.  This is 
no small matter.  This is God’s kingdom that we are helping to build.  And because it is God’s kingdom, I have come to 
believe that God will not allow this to fail.     
 
The questions each of us needs to ask ourselves are, “Do I want to be part of this work?”  “Do I want to invest in the 
work God has set before me?”  “Will I commit my resources for the work of God in the world?” 
 
Giving Plans, volunteer opportunities, daily prayer, participating in the worship life, study – are all ways I encourage 
each of you to reflect and act on.  Investing in the lives of others is Jesus’ own call through his life.  St. Paul put it anoth-
er way – “When one suffers all suffer, when one rejoices all rejoice”  (I Cor. 12:26) 
 
Be the Body of Christ!  Trust that God will provide.  Share what God has first given you.  Do not be afraid.  Recognize 
your gifts and use them for the sake of God’s kingdom. 
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Decorate the Sanctuary for Advent Party 
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship & Music Team Chair 

 
Everybody loves a party!! Join us for the Annual Decorating the Sanctuary for Advent Party on Satur-
day, November 26, from 9:00 – 11:00 am.  Treats will be served.  Come help us prepare the 
Sanctuary to “Be the Light” for the Advent season.  All ages are welcome and we are in need of some 
younger people who are able to climb ladders and hang banners. Many hands make light work!!   

Sanctuary Choir Director Opportunity 
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship & Music Team Chair 
 
The Worship & Music Ministry Team has an opportunity for someone who enjoys singing and 
music to direct the Sanctuary choir.  The director supports the spiritual growth of the choir 
members and prepares them to share the gospel of Jesus Christ through music and song at 
two worship services per month from September to mid-May, and special services during 
Christmas, Lent and Easter, and conducts weekly rehearsals Wednesdays from 7:40 pm to 9:10 
pm.  We need your help in finding the best person for this role.  Positions are filled by talking 
to the right individual so please share this opportunity with friends and family.  If you know of anyone who might be 
interested, please contact me, Louise Lentz at 651-452-4454, Pastor Chris at 651-455-0093, or any of the members of 
the Worship & Music Ministry Team.  

Worship Leader All Hands Training  
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship & Music Team Chair 
 
As a reminder we are conducting an all hands training for the Worship Leader Roles on Saturday, November 5.  The 
training is designed to inform you of the goals for each role and reinforce the important duties of each role.  This 
includes acolytes, altar care, greeters, readers, ushers, worship assistants, sound system, nursery care and a new role 
of personal prayer ministry.  We encourage all current worship leaders and anyone who would like to explore taking 
on one of these roles to attend.  Come, share your ideas and participate in this training.  What better way to get to 
know others in your faith community than to work with them serving God during our worship services.   
 

Please join us on: Saturday, November 5, 9:00 am – 10:45 am  
For coffee, treats, conversation, and training to “Be the Light” in our worship 

Invitation to join the Worship &  
Music Team 
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship & Music Team Chair 
 
If you have suggestions or comments on our worship experiences, please join 
our team. We meet the first Thursday of each month and welcome new team 
members.  We need your thoughts to provide worship experiences that are 
meaningful, relevant, Spirit-filled, and grounded in God’s Word.  For more 
information, contact any of the team members: Louise Lentz, chair; Pastor 
Chris Becker, advisory; Trish Ebensteiner, Pastor Chris Kinney, Laurel Oseth, 

Brad Pipal, Nancy Pollock, Gloria Rasmussen, Angy Thelemann, Judy & Tom Thompson, Susan Young. 
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November Worship 
Sunday Theme Lessons Worship Services 

November 6 
All Saints Sunday 

“So little yet so much.”  All Saints Readings 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

Psalm 149 
Luke 6:20-31 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with  
Holy Communion in Sanctuary 

November 13 
 

"Signs"  Isaiah 65:17-25 
Isaiah 12  

Luke 21:5-19  

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with  
Holy Communion in Sanctuary 

November 20 
Christ the King  

Sunday  
Honoring Pastor 
Chris’ 40 years of 

ministry. 

"“This is hard to watch."  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Psalm 46 

Luke 23:33-43  

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with  
Holy Communion in Sanctuary 

Wednesday 
November 23 
Thanksgiving Eve 

TBD Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 100 

John 6:25-35  

7:00 pm  Worship 
Pie and Fellowship to Follow 

November 27 
Advent 1 

TBD Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Matthew 24:36-44 

8:00 and 10:30 am  Worship with  
Holy Communion in Sanctuary 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
 

A worship service of thanksgiving to our Lord will be  
held on Wednesday, November 23th at 7:00 p.m.  A  
time for fellowship will follow the service with pie  
being served.  Bring your family and friends for  
this special time to reflect on the many blessings we  
have received and give thanks to our Creator. 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FELLOWSHIP AND PIE 
 

There will be a time for fellowship and pie after the Thanksgiving service on 
Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00 p.m.  You may bring or make your favorite 
pie so others can savor the taste.  Invite neighbors and friends to join us for a 
celebration of thanksgiving. 

If you would like to contribute a pie,  
please bring it before worship  

and leave it in the kitchen.     
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Christian Education Ministry 
Women’s Bible Study 
Submitted by Judy Rhein 
 
Journeying toward Justice: Privilege and Race in Our Church...Pastor Chris, Alison Hild, Tom and Judy 
Thompson and I attended a week-end gathering on October 7 and 8. It was a opportunity for 450 other people of 
faith to examine how we live together with people who do not look like us or who may practice their faith in different 
ways. Do we as white people reap benefits beyond the reach of our brothers and sisters of color? 
 
Imagine the coincidence when I started to do my lesson for October in the Gather magazine. It was titled JESUS and 
the evil eye: when God blesses the undeserving by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni. The lesson was based on the story of 
the landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard from Matthew Chapter 20. This 
Bible story has us questioning what is fair and who is deserving of God's Grace. May I share a short part of the lesson: 
 
I am quoting from the Gather magazine..."For those of us who have privilege and power in our church: Will we grum-
ble because the challenge to address racism and other forms of prejudice asks us to step out of the center and give 
focus to people of color and others whom the church has marginalized? Will we grumble because those of us whose 
northern European ancestors were early workers in the vineyard of American Lutheranism feel entitled to dictate 
what the Lutheran church should look like, sound like, act like? Will we mistakenly assume that if everyone in our 
church receives equal consideration and respect, we who had privilege have somehow lost something? I hope and pray 
not! Rather, I pray we consider this parable, consider the places where privilege divides us from one another and 
makes the "playing field" of the church unequal, consider where our eye is "evil" and, most of all, consider the God 
who has unfairly given all of us the full measure of grace, love and life through Jesus Christ so that, freed from the evil 
eye, we may look into the bowl of our neighbor only to make sure everyone has enough.” 
 
Reflect/Discuss: Where do you benefit from privilege in your life, in the church and in the world? Where do you expe-
rience exclusion? How do you see Jesus responding to issues of privilege and inequality?" 
 
You can order the magazine online at Cambeywest.com or call 844-409-0576. A one year/10 issue subscription is $15. 
I can provide copies of this lesson if you are interested. Call me at 651-454-2220 
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Evangelism and Stewardship 

The Giving Trees 
Submitted by Pastor Chris Becker 
 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-2  Give generously, for your gifts will return to you later. Divide your gifts 
among many, for in the days ahead you yourself may need much help. 
 

This Advent and Christmas season we will again host a number of Christmas trees in 
the Narthex of the church.  Each one invites us to participate in the lives of people 
whom we call our brothers and sisters in Christ.   
 

We continue to provide support for a number of ministries outside our congregation.  
It is one way we extend God’s love as a community so that those in need are not alone.   
 

Walk through the narthex, look at the trees closely, see what others need, and be open 
to the opportunity to provide for those who have little to nothing.   
 

Each one has something unique to offer.  Many of the gifts are small to us, but will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Take an ornament with a request.  Bring the gift back to church, and place it under the 
tree.  (If it is a monetary gift please turn it in to the office.) 
 

Thank you for sharing God’s love! 

Missions Update  
NEIGHBORS INC. 

Submitted by Lisa Barnhart 
 
Neighbor's has issued a special request for granola bars.  They open the boxes and give families 2 bars per 
child.  Please consider picking up a box the next time you are out shopping and place them in the Neighbor's collec-
tion bin! 
 
Also in need this time of year are toiletries.  During the holidays, Neighbors has more families 
coming to them for support and personal care items are always needed.  During the next 
month, we would like to focus on these items:  Toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, con-
ditioner, soap/body wash and deodorant.   
 
Thank you for your support of this very worthy organization! 

 
 

Fair Trade Coffee  
and Chocolate  

for Sale! 
 

November 23 — January 1  
 

100% of all profits go to  
World Hunger 

Congregational  
Meeting 
Date: November 13, 2016 
Time: Between  
          Services @ 9:15 
Where: Sanctuary 
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Council Corner 
“The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart 

greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him.” 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, Greetings! 
 
The fall colors are amazing to witness; however, it also reminds us of the upcoming winter. We can’t go into hiberna-
tion; rather we have a busy season ahead of us with the 2017 budget planning and hiring decisions of our Lead Pastor 
and Children & Youth Coordinator.  
 
What’s done? 
 

Call committee has been nominated & elected by the congregation. 
Job Description & Amazing Grace Lutheran Church site profile has been updated by the Church council 
The call committee is meeting actively and working with Pastor Grimm, our ELCA Synod representative. 

 
What’s next? 
 

The call committee will interview Pastor Julie Wright for the Lead/Senior Pastor position if she is interested. Based 
on that outcome, the call committee may interview other candidates recommended by the ELCA Synod. 

Call committee & Executive Team will be working very closely with Pastor Grimm, our synod representative dur-
ing this process.  

My hope is to have the call process be completed by our Annual Congregational meeting in January 2017.  
In case the call process is not complete in time before Pastor Chris’s retirement, Executive Team and/Council will 

propose an interim plan to continue God’s work in the world. 
 

Please keep the call committee & the council in your prayers for God’s continued guidance. Reach out to me or the 
council if you have suggestions or questions. I am very confident with your support & prayers we will be stronger. 
Thank You! 
 
In Christ 
James Jeyachandran, AGLC President 

AGLC Treasury Update 
Prepared by Tim Sanborn, Treasurer 
 
2016 Year-to-Date numbers: 

INCOME $272,313 85.7% of budgeted  $45,537 under budget 

EXPENSES $302,992 94.0% of budgeted  $19,437 under budget (favorable) 

NET INCOME -$30,697 

2016 projected:    Inc. -$60,902             Exp. -$25,626 (favorable)        Net Income $35,276 under budget 

 

September’s giving improved the 2016 Year-to-Date numbers, as did a continued decrease in expenses by the Ministry 

Teams.  We will need those two numbers to continue to come together and narrow the gap if we are to meet our 

End of Year goal of Giving = Expenses. 
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10th Annual 
Senior Holiday 

Brunch 
 

Sunday, December 4th 
 

12 noon at the Pool and Yacht Club 
 

Includes:  Buffet, Coffee or Tea, Tax, and Gratuity 
$22 payable in advance 

 

Make checks out to Pool and Yacht Club and give to 
Barb Henke or left in a marked envelope in the 
church  office, by Sunday, Nov. 27. Additional pur-
chases made that day are payable then. 

 

Contact:  Barb Henke at  651-457-1939 
 

Women’s 
Christmas Brunch 

 

Saturday, December 10th   
10:00—12:30 pm 

 

We’ll soon be busy with preparations for the Christmas 
season. It can get hectic! Take time out to recharge your-
self and gather for good food, conversation, and carols at 
the annual Women’s Christmas Brunch. The date is De-
cember 10 from 10:00 am – 12:30 pm. There will be an 
ornament exchange and gifts will be collected for Neigh-
bors Inc. A $5 donation will be collected to help cover 
expenses with the surplus gifted to Neighbors Inc. Watch 
for a sign-up sheet. If you’re willing to help with food and/
or preparations for the brunch or have questions, please 
contact Barb Malamen at 651-454-1858. 

Faithful Readers - November Changes 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 
 
There is a book change for November and also a date change. The book for November is  
The Things They Carried. by Tim O'Brien. We will meet to discuss this book on Sunday, November 13 
at 6:30 pm in the Barnes and Noble cafe on Promenade in Eagan. We will not meet in December. 
Share a favorite book with someone. Watch for the 2017 book list in the December newsletter. All 
are welcome and remember to read faithfully. 

Community of Faith Events 

Attention Theater Goers - Save the Date 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 
 
"You've met the ladies, now meet the men!" The Plymouth Playhouse presents  “The Church Basement Ladies in Rise 
Up O Men”. There are 36 seats reserved for the Sunday, March 26, 2017, 2pm matinee performance of this show. 
Tickets are $31 apiece. Mark your calendar to save the date and watch for the sign up sheet on the community bulletin 
board. Contact person is Barb Malamen 651- 454-1858. 
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Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 
Servant Ministry Coordinator:   
Pastor Chris Becker 
• Meal Coordinator:  Lynda Bartlette 
• Ride Coordinator:  Norm Beckman 
• Respite Care Coordinator:  Judy Thompson 
• Funeral Support Coordinator:  Barb Malamen 
• Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship: Judy Thompson 
• Hands and Feet Ministry Coordinator: Pastor Chris Becker 
 

Please call the office if you know of someone who is in need of a ride, meal, 
prayers, etc. so that we can put them in contact with the appropriate per-
son. 
 

5    Kathy Hanson 
      Camille Jacobs 
9    Eric Olson 
11  Brooke Hovick 
12  Greg Ketterling 
16  Jon Vesta 
      Darlene Wold 
17  Paula Goetzke 
18  Doug Nelson 
20  Nikki Kleman 
21  Jan Laak 
 

November Birthdays 
22  David Wold 
24  Mitchell Ketterling 
      Gloria Rasmussen 
26  Alison Hild 
      Zach Rutschke 
28  Billy Johnson 
 

 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please contact the 
church office so that we can add it to the list. 

Anniversaries 
2    Ken and Marge Scott 
3    Todd and Zella Vandervort 
4   Herb and Sanjia Restorff 
26  Craig and Helen Yotter 
29  Tom and Louise Lentz 
 

 

Just a reminder that annual  
reports are due on  
December 15th! 



 

7160 South Robert Trail 
Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077 

Phone:  651-455-0093 
Address Service Requested 

 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 
Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 
 

Staff: 
 

Pastor—Pastor Chris Becker: 
cbecker@aglcigh.org 

 
Associate Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright: 

jwright@aglcigh.org 
 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 
athelemann@aglcigh.org 

 
Youth and Young Adult Coordinator— 

In Transition 
 

Finance/Office Assistant— 
Trudy Johnson:  tjohnson@aglcigh.org 

 
Building Supervisor— 

Norm Goetzke:  ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 

 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 
Sanctuary Choir Director:  Susan Young 

Joyful Noise Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 
 

Sunday School Coordinator— 
Linda Becker:  lbecker@aglcigh.org 

 
Vacation Bible School Coordinator— 

Amanda Vesta: avesta@aglcigh.org 
 
 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 
Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  
announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 


