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    @ The In ersection   by Pastor Julie Wright 

Be Still and Know 
Psalm 46:10      Mark 4:35-41 

 

Several Amazing Grace staff met recently to create a theme for the upcoming program year (September 2017 through 

August 2018). We spent time in prayer and reflection on scripture. Two main ideas emerged:  
 

 God is…always with us, cares for us and the world. God was, is and always will be God – no matter what’s going 

on in our lives or the world. God is a source of trust and comfort.  

 We are…(in the world today and in our congregation) living in a time of change and newness, which can some-

times be scary, but also an opportunity to listen, learn, and grow in faith. We are a congregation that likes to do, 

help, serve, and go…but this may be a season when it’s helpful – even necessary – to also pause, pray, and rejuve-

nate.  
 

Why do we need a theme?  

A theme helps frame the intention of this faith community by providing additional focus. Having an overarching theme 

helps provide focus to our program year (September 2017 through August 2018).   

 

2017-2018 Theme 

Be Still and Know is a theme we will use to ground us in God’s presence and Good News. The focus here is to stop 

and listen to what God is doing and saying. How is God leading us? If we don’t pause to listen, how can we hear the 

whisper of the Holy Spirit? Without listening, how will we know where to follow Jesus?  With this theme in mind: 

 Worship will begin with a brief moment of silence or song, as we quietly enter worship. This is one way we will 

learn to let go and listen for God.  

 Programming for the coming year will draw upon this theme for added focus. 

For example, I’m looking into the possibility of offering Yoga Devotions 

through a local yoga instructor.  

 Ministry Team and Council meetings might consider starting meetings with qui-

et reflection on a single verse of scripture and silence rather than a lengthy 

devotion.  

 Leaders, teams, volunteers and staff are encouraged to be creative as you im-

plement this theme. 

 It’s a good time to look at what we’re doing and be intentional about how we 

as a church use our time, talents, money, and energy.  

 

GO Day! 

On Go Day we will engage in a monthly intergenerational service activity. Having 

been filled up through listening for God, Sabbath rest, and play, this day is focused 

on serving our neighbors and serving with joy! Sunday School, with leadership from 

Trish Ebensteiner and Kami Burgess, will coordinate these intergenerational ser-

vice projects. Ministry Teams may want to connect with Trish and Kami to see 

how to engage and support this monthly activity.  
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 Worship and Music Ministry Team 

Sanctuary Choir rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 6, 2017 at 

7:40 p.m. and is open to anyone (middle school and up) who wants to sing. 
 

Join for the year or a season.  We are flexible and fun.  No experience neces-

sary. 
 

Choir rehearses every Wednesday and sings two Sundays per month, plus 

special days. 
 

Don’t like your voice? Why not give it back to God! 

GO Day schedule (details to follow): 

  September 10, 2017 (Rally  Day) October 22, 2017 November 26, 2017 

  January 21, 2018   February 25, 2018 March 25, 2018  April 29, 2018 

 

This ebb and flow between being and doing needs to be intentional to both let God fill our cups and help us to keep on 

Joining God at Work in the World.  

Singers Wanted!  Join Sanctuary Choir! 
 

Mid-Week Outdoor* Worship PLUS! 
Gone up North? Gone on vacation?  
Join us for worship with communion, singing, and s’mores! 

 August 9 – 6:30-7:00pm worship 

 August 23 – 6:30-7:00pm worship, plus… 

 A special musical guest 

 Hot dogs and s’mores 

 Yard games for all ages 
 

We will be inviting the neighborhood to the August 23 outdoor wor-

ship, so if you’re interested in helping to extend the invitation, please 

contact the church office at 651-455-0093. 
 

*In the event of inclement weather, we will move indoors.  

Our annual Sanctuary Choir picnic is scheduled for Sunday, August 20 at the home of Jeanne Zimmer 

and Pete Steinke. (Call the church office for the address at 651-455-0093) We will gather at 4 p.m. 
 

We will provide hamburgers, hot dogs and brats, as well as beverages. We ask that you bring a dish to 

share. 
 

Spouses, significant others, and children are all welcome.  New members 

are especially welcome! As well as past choir members! 
 

Please RSVP by email bforthun@aglcigh.org.  In your reply, please let me 

know the number of people coming with you. 
 

I am looking forward to a great party, and a wonderful  

year of making music together!  
 

Blessings, Barb Forthun, Director 

mailto:youngsc@q.com
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Singing from the Heart 
By Louise Lentz, Chair 
 

We often sing familiar hymns with more gusto that new hymns.  Imagine the last time you sang Amazing Grace.  Most 

likely you sang at the top of your voice without having to look at the words. When we know the words and melody, 

we sing out with energy and passion which creates a powerful worship experience.   
 

It works the same for our liturgy. Just like knowing the words to our favorite song can increase 

our joy in singing, knowing the words and pattern to our liturgy can enhance our worship. 
 

Liturgy is the foundation for our worship.  Among Lutherans it follows a basic pattern.  We 

gather. We encounter God’s word. We share a meal at the Lord’s table. And we are sent into 

the world. But we do not think about worship so much in terms of what we do. Worship is 

fundamentally about what God is doing and our response to God’s action. Worship is an en-

counter with God, who saves us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If we 

are familiar with the pattern, the words and the music of our liturgy, we can worship with our 

hearts and encounter God in a new way.  We keep our traditions and ceremonies because they 

are useful and promote tranquility. 
 

This fall we will begin using the same liturgy for an entire month so that we can become familiar with the tune and the 

words.  We can recite the liturgy and sing it from our heart. 
 

As we move into this new approach, we would appreciate your feedback.  Please share your thoughts with members of 

the Worship and Music Ministry Team on how this impacts your worship experience.   
 

Louise Lentz, chair; Trish Ebensteiner, Barb Forthun, Pastor Chris Kinney, Laurel Oseth, Brad Pipal, Nancy Pollock, 

Angy Thelemann, and Susan Young 

AUGUST WORSHIP 

Sunday Theme Worship Services Lesson 

August 6 Spirit Series: 

Forest Sunday 

9:30 a.m.  Worship with  

Holy Communion 

 

Genesis 2:4b-22 

Psalm 139:13-16   Acts 17:22-28 

John 3:16-17 

August 13 Spirit Series: 

Land Sunday 

9:30 a.m.  Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Genesis 3:14-19; 4:8-16 

Psalm 139:7-12   Romans 5:12-17 

Matthew 12:38-40 

August 20 Spirit Series: 

Wilderness 

Sunday 

9:30 a.m.  Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Joel 1:8-10, 17-20 

Psalm 18:6-19   Romans 8:18-27 

Matthew 3:13-4:2 

August 27 Spirit Series: 

River Sunday 

9:30 a.m.  Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Genesis 8:20-22; 9:12-17 

Psalm 104:27-33   Revelation 22:1-5 

Matthew 28:1-10 

King’s Kids Choir is back!  (3 years old—2nd Grade) 

Submitted by Angy Thelemann, Director 
 
 

Each Wednesday night the King’s Kids Choir meets downstairs to sing praises to God, 

create art and service projects, and enjoy a snack, games, and fellowship with one an-

other.  Our theme for this year is “Created by God”. All children 3 years old through 

2nd grade are welcome to join us!!  Any questions?  Please contact Angy Thelemann in 

the church office at 651-455-0093.  Our first practice will be on Wednesday, Sept. 27. 

 

 



 

From the Christian Education Ministry Team 
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Submitted by Amanda Vesta, VBS Co-chair 

 

Our children surely learned how to Glow in the Dark during this 

year's VBS! 70 children, 30 youth volunteers, and many adult 

volunteers came together to show how brave you can be when 

you use the light of God. VBS 2017 Glow in the Dark was 

blessed with a wonderful week of songs, messages from Profes-

sor Wolg (“glow” spelled backwards) and Fireflies, Bible lessons, 

indoor and outdoor activities, and plenty of nice weather. 

 

Due to the generous donation of supplies and money from our 

congregation and friends the children were able to assemble 

over 70 blessing bags to be given to someone in need and 100 

care packages for police officers and fire fighters. Also, over 50 

children, youth and adults packed many meals at Feed My Starving Children and the rest visited with elderly at South-

view Acres. 

 

The children enjoyed anti-bullying theater with CLIMB Theatre, global games with "Mr. Fun" from FunTime Functions 

and internet safety camp with Merri Guggisberg from the Youth Service Bureau. 

 

Stayed tuned for information about VBS 2018! 
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Sunday School Planning!  
Submitted by Kami Burgess, Sunday School Co-coordinator 

 

On Wednesday, August 16 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. anyone interested in helping with  

any portion of this year’s Sunday School Program are invited to join in this year’s plan-

ning process!! We are in need of many volunteers and are looking to organize our 

Rally Sunday Event! 
 

Contact info: 

Kami Burgess: kburgess@aglcigh.org or Trish Ebensteiner: tebensteiner@aglcigh.org 

 

Women of  

Amazing Grace... 
You are invited to a mini-retreat introducing  

the 2017-2018 “Gather” Bible Study. 

 

 
The Women’s Bible Study group meets the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. at the church. Join us at this 

mini-retreat to get the flavor of the year to come as we study God’s word, enjoy great conversation and continued 

relationship building. 
 

You will find the registration for the retreat on the church’s website. 
 

Here are the details: 
 

Topics:  The Apostles Creed and Multiple Meanings: Learning from Other Interpretations 
 

Date:  Saturday, September 16, 2017 
 

Place:  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 2499 N Helen St North St Paul (North of North High School). Park in the 

west parking lot and enter through the Rees Hall doors. The church is handicapped accessible – park on the 

southeast side of the church and enter through those doors. 
 

Time:  Registration:  8:30 – 9:00 a.m.     Program:  9:00 – 12:30 p.m.  

            Lunch to follow – Includes chicken pasta salad, vegetable salad, fresh fruit, breads, sherbet and beverages. 
 

Presenter:  Lindsey M. B. Bina – a candidate for ordained ministry of the word and sacrament in the ELCA. Cur-

rently serving on the pastoral staff at St. Mark’s. Lindsey was raised in Mendota Heights. 
 

Note: Bring your Bible, the Gather magazine (if you have one) and a notebook in the event you wish to take a 

few notes to reflect on later. 
 

Important:  Nursery services available – if bringing children, please bring a bag lunch for each. Milk will be 

provided. 
 

Come and enjoy a Saturday morning meeting other faith-filled women of the ELCA and reviewing the upcoming Bible 

study series. You may wish to join us on a monthly basis! You will find additional details on the registration form. 
 

Submitted by Judy Rhein 
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Youth and Family Ministry Team 

ATTENTION FAITHFUL READERS! 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 
 

There is a book change for August. We are reading A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman. This is a book in the 

bag selection. See Barb Malamen for a book copy. The books selected for August, September, and October will shift 

back a month—see below for correct schedule. Questions contact Barb Malamen. Let's all read faithfully. 
 

August 20 A Man Called Ove  by Fredrik Backman 

 The man whose name is Ove is a curmudgeon. He's grumpy. He's cantankerous. And he is a delight. 
 

September 17 The Husband's Secret  by Liane Moriarty 

 At the heart of this book is a letter that is not meant to be read…. 
 

October 15 Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End   

 by Atul Gawande   

 Making more informed choices at the end of life. 
 

November 19 The Wives of Los Alamos  by TaraShea Nesbit 

 In 1943 families of mathematicians and scientists, escorted under 

high security, move to Los Alamos, New Mexico. The wives live in 

isolation. The novel reads like a collective diary of hundreds of 

wives. 
 

December  No meeting — Share a favorite book with a friend. 
 

Note: If you are purchasing your book through Amazon.com, please consider purchasing through smile.amazon.com. Through 

this link, Amazing Grace will receive a small percentage of your purchase. This program is valid for all purchases through Ama-

zon. (You can select which organization you wish to support under the Amazon search box.) 

Submitted by Children and Youth Minister, Tim Marburger 

 

2017 – 2018  YOUTH EVENTS 
 

As mentioned in other articles, we have begun to work with other area Lutheran 

congregations to provide joint ministry opportunities.  I think we’ve come up with 

an exciting year. We met in July to plan our activities for the upcoming year.  Please 

get these on your calendars and come meet your peers from All Saint’s, Bethesda, 

Good Shepherd, Luther Memorial and St. Luke’s.   

 

 September 21 – 22, 8 pm – 8 am (hosted by Good Shepherd) High School overnight with MANY activities.  

More to come! 

 October 8, 11:45 – 2, Grades 1 – 6:  Cookie baking for Interfaith Action 

 October 11, Time TBD (but early evening) Project with Interfaith Action  

 Week of November 12:  Intergenerational activity involving Union Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving event 

 November 23:  Intergenerational participation in the Walk to End Hunger supporting Neighbors, Inc. 

 December 22, 6 – 9 pm:  Caroling and Mario Bros. tournament hosted by All Saint’s.  Middle and High School 

 January 14, 2018, 1 – 3 pm:  Intergenerational Snow Tubing at Green Acres (8989 55th Street N, Lake Elmo) 

 February 23 – 24, 7 pm to 7 pm:  Hunger weekend hosted by Amazing Grace 

 Saturday in March (TBD), 10 - 6: Grocery bagging to raise funds for Neighbors, Inc for FoodShare month.  

Headed by Good Shepherd 

 April 14, Augsburg’s Interfaith Bridge Building and/or Urban Plunge:  High School youth 

 April 27 – 28, 6 pm – 7 am Moonlight Madness, grades 6 - 9 

 May 18, 6 – 9:30, S’more Fun:  hosted by Bethesda – Middle & High School youth 

https://www.amazon.com/Man-Called-Ove-Novel/dp/1476738025/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1487601869&sr=8-1&keywords=A+Man+Called+Ove
https://www.amazon.com/The-Husbands-Secret/dp/0425267725/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1487601753&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Husband%27s+Secret
https://www.amazon.com/Being-Mortal-Illness-Medicine-Matters/dp/1781253943/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1487601783&sr=8-3&keywords=Being+Mortal%3A+Medicine+and+What+Matters+in+the+End
https://www.amazon.com/Wives-Los-Alamos-TaraShea-Nesbit/dp/1620405040/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1487601830&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Wives+of+Los+Alamos
smile.amazon.com
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Entire group on 2nd Day at Rezek House 

VBS 
I know that others will be covering the week of VBS, but I wanted to throw in my two cents.  As mentioned we had 

about 70 children and 30 youth helpers, plus adults helpers for an AMAZING WEEK!  I personally want to say thank 

you to Amanda Vesta and Dre Noble for their hard work in the various areas to make this all happen.  We will be eval-

uating and seeing where things might run more smoothly, but overall THANKS to everyone involved. 

 

SUMMER SERVANTS 2017 
What a great experience we had with Amazing Grace, All Saint’s, Luther Memorial and St. Luke’s doing a week of ser-

vice.  Amazing Grace had seven youth (Kadence, Karli, Zach, Jack, Grace, Cece and Ella) participate in this week, but 

with all four congregations we had 35 – 40 youth each day! 

 

The week was filled with activities serving at Union Gospel Mission, Interfaith Action of Greater St. Paul, Rezek House, 

Camden Center for Seniors and Rice Street Gardens.  In addition, we did a cultural scavenger hunt along the Green 

Line in St. Paul.  Much of the week we learned about homelessness, especially at Rezek which works with homeless 

teens and Interfaith Action which works with homeless families.  See a few pictures below or check out the video on 

Amazing Grace’s Facebook page.  After three days of service, we enjoyed a day at Valleyfair.  Surprisingly, this was the 

lightest attended day of the four. 

 

After an evaluation with the other congregations, we are planning to do this again in 2018.  The dates will be  

July 30 – August 2.  Again, put this on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

ADVISORY TEAM 
Remember we’ve started a Children/Youth Advisory Group.  This 

group of youth/parents and interested adults will help guide our minis-

try.  We anticipate meeting no more than once a month for about one 

hour.  We have met a couple of times now and have begun discussing 

various topics like Sunday School attendance, fundraising and is there a “good” time for youth to meet?  We will con-

tinue to discuss many more issues. 



 

It’s becoming an annual thing – to hold an outdoor event at Amazing Grace  

and invite the whole neighborhood!  This year is no exception! 
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Evangelism Ministry Team 

Here are our meeting dates for your 2017 – 2018 calendar: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If this is of interest to you, please contact me at 651-455-0093 or my email tmarburger@aglcigh.org,  You can also 

reach out with your input to the various members who have agreed to help.  Presently the members of the group are: 

  Abby G. Hailee W. Mark Morgan Pam Rutten Caleigh T. Joseph W.  

 Lynn Waska Robyn Noble Tim Grundhoffer  
 

 

 

 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 
We’re gearing up for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas, set for June 27 – 

July 1, 2018.  We presently have 3 youth attending Vinny, Eli and Alex.  We will be regis-

tering in early October, so if you’re still interested, let me know. 

 

We will have various fundraisers throughout the year along with our “normal” events.  We 

will be bagging groceries with Luther Memorial on August 5 and August 19 at the Inver 

Grove Heights Cub from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

HEADS UP—Heggie’s Pizza Sale 
We will be holding a Heggie’s Pizza sale beginning on November 5 and ending on  

November 19.  Your orders for delivery will come in December 7.  Please watch  

for more information on this requested fundraiser. 

 

August 20 at 10:45 a.m. December 10 at 11:45 a.m. April 8 at 11:45 a.m. 

September 11 at 11:45 a.m. January—No Meeting May—No Meeting 

October 8 at 11:45 a.m. February 11 at 11:45 a.m. June 10 at 10:45 a.m. 

November 12 at 11:45 a.m. March 11 at 11;45 a.m.  

  

WORSHIP, FOOD & FUN! 
August 23 at 6:30 pm 

Invite your friends and neighbors!    

See how many we can gather around the fire pit!    

Games and food for all ages! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIL01vek4MgCFQXrJgodgHIBqg&url=http://www.heggiespizza.com/&psig=AFQjCNHwwNsPoQE5y3zUjnkgEV_pwcSK1A&ust=1445954098495123
mailto:tmarburger@aglcigh.org
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Justice Team 

Submitted by Judy Rhein, Member of AGLC Justice Team 
 

Exodus Lending is an alternative to payday lenders. It was started in the ELCA Minneapolis Church (Holy Trinity) two 

years ago and has made 100 loans which helped borrowers escape the payday loan debt trap. Every one of the first 41 

loans has been repaid in full at little or no interest. A spokesperson for Holy Trinity said “We’re disrupting a system of 

wealth extraction from our community”. 
 

Exodus Lending is the only nonprofit dedicated solely to helping Minnesotans get out of payday loan debt. 
 

Payday loans are short-term loans, often for $500 or less, with hefty finance charges, with interest rates up to 450%. 

People often find themselves trapped in a downward spiral of debt as they take out a series of loans, one after another, 

accruing greater and greater finance charges that can quickly exceed the amount borrowed. 
 

For additional information you can go to: exoduslending.org or call 612-615-0067. If you know someone who has been 

trapped in a payday loan spiral, please pass this information on.Exodus not only makes loans, they also provide financial 

counseling and provide an opportunity to set up a savings account. You are offered a financial incentive for doing so. 

 

Note from Pastor Julie Wright about Exodus Lending: 

I was privileged to complete a 1-year pastoral internship at Holy Trinity in South Minneapolis, located just a block off Lake Street. 

It is a neighborhood that struggles with poverty, but a neighborhood that is blessed with committed neighbors. Right around the 

corner from the church were several payday loan companies that were taking advantage of their most vulnerable neighbors. Dur-

ing my tenure at Holy Trinity, I saw the commitment this church had to its neighbors. From the beginning, they were passionate 

about helping their neighbors find a way out of the payday loan spiral, as well as to educate and empower them to make wise 

financial decisions in the future. As a bystander, I witnessed Exodus Lending before it even had a name, when it was but a dream 

– in fact, more like a modern miracle.  

Help the Evangelism Team make this an annual outreach event that makes our neigh-

bors sit up and take notice!  Contribute to creating a welcoming experience for all!  

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 

 August 6: Help us invite the whole neighborhood! After worship, we’ll have it or-

ganized and easy for you to invite people. 
 

 August 23: volunteers will have a blast with this! 

 Set up crew 

 Clean up crew 

 Serve hot dogs & chips 

 Greeters 

 Game supervisor/referee 

Call the church office to volunteer in any way. 



 

Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Submitted by Joleen Ketterling and Todd Erickson, Co-chairs 
 

As a member of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, I’ve always been im-

pressed by the generosity of this congregation and the passion and dedica-

tion displayed by our mission representatives.  But have you ever wondered: 
 

 What resources do we have to assist us with evaluating the missions we 

support – now and into the future?   

 What happens if we no longer have an AGLC representative for a partic-

ular organization we support?   
 

These are great questions that didn’t have a very clear answer until the Stewardship Team began work on creating a 

Mission Support Evaluation Process.  The Mission Support Evaluation Process explains the steps necessary to evaluate 

the missions we currently support and request support for a new organization or mission.  This process is made up of 

three important sections: 
 

1. Definitions – sanctioned versus supported 

a. Sanctioned mission:  Official mission of AGLC where monetary support is provided by a line item 

on the budget through a percentage of giving and may or may not include supported activities. 

b. Supported mission:  Support and money provided comes from free-will offerings, fundraising, vol-

unteer activities, food/material drives, disaster relief, etc.  These missions do not have a line item 

on the budget. 

2. Commitments – those commitments required by our mission representatives and also of the Stewardship 

team 

3. Step-by-step process for evaluating mission support 
 

Along with this process we have created a Mission Support Request Form that would be completed by anyone in the 

congregation requesting support for a new mission or organization.  The form includes questions that are intended to 

provide us with information about the mission/organization: 
 

1. What do they do? 

2. Who do they impact? 

3. How would involvement with this particular organization support our Strategic Plan and Mission? 

4. Would there be opportunities for all generations to participate or be impacted? 

5. What are the volunteer commitments or support needed? 
 

The intent of this form is that we will have enough information about the mission/organization to make educated deci-

sions as to what support, if any, we may be able to provide.  In addition to the form, the requester will be asked to at-

tend a stewardship team meeting where additional information is reviewed including commitments of the AGLC mis-

sion representative and the process. 
 

All existing missions have been asked to complete a Mission Support Request Form so we can obtain a baseline.  The 

Stewardship team also has developed an analysis tool that will be used to compile the information and assist with deci-

sions.  As this process gets used, we will continue to make improvements.  We are confident this is a good start to 

equip us in making informed decisions about the missions we support.  Copies of any of these documents can be ob-

tained from a member of the Stewardship Team.  We will also have a table set up on Rally Day and can answer any 

questions at that time. 
 

Joleen Ketterling and Todd Erickson, co-chairs, Stewardship Ministry Team 
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Mission Updates... 

Neighbor's Inc. 
Submitted by Lisa Barnhart 
 

Dial-A-Ride from Neighbor's, Inc.:  Need a ride to the doctor or dentist? Have an appoint-

ment at the County office but no way to get there?  Neighbor's, Inc.'s Dial-A-Ride program 

is here to help!  Volunteer drivers provide FREE rides to and from appointments for individ-

uals living in northern Dakota County - all they need is at least a week notice.  For more 

information, or to request a ride, call 651-306-2143. 

Properties Team 

China Service Ventures 
Submitted by Charlotte Gronseth 

 

BREAKING CHAINS IN CHINA 
 

Teenager Du Quan Li lives at the end of a ten foot chain. A special needs child, he 
has never been to school. And he cannot talk. He, and many like him suffer from 
autism. His parents have no options. They both must work to survive. When they are 
gone he is chained to the bed. When Mim Nellermoe (of China Service Ventures) 
first saw him three years ago--before the chain--he was roaming the woods, looking 
for food to eat. 
 

Mim loves horses. And she loves children. And 
she loves Jesus. She is using all this love to train 
horses for use with special needs children--such 

as Quan Li--in the poverty-stricken rural province of Henan. Through God's guidance--small step 
by small step--Quan Li is responding well to focused personal attention. He no longer fears Mim 
or the trained horse, and even wearing his chain loves to ride it. He is advancing remarkably in 
posture, poise, social skills and self-confidence, and experiencing joy in spite of his many disa-
bilities. Christ's love has become real to him. 
 

Please pray for Quan Li and the numerous other children being served in many ways by China 
Service Ventures, and for Mim and all the others partnering in this work, including Yang Guang 
who leads the Chinese team. 

Submitted by Norm Goetzke, Building Supervisor 

 

 

The Amazing Grace Properties Team wants to thank the Congre-

gation of the Iglesia Piedra Preciosa (Precious Rock Church) for 

the work that they did on Saturday July 8th.  Pastor Nelson, along 

with four men and their sons, came and cleared the weeds from 

the garden outside of the office windows and the shrub row adja-

cent to the handicap parking area. They worked through the heat 

of the day to help us maintain an attractive appearing yard.  

Thanks again and God Bless! 



 

Council Corner 

 

AGLC Financial Summary 

through June 2017 

Prepared by Jared Hovick, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Half way through 2017, Amazing Grace is slightly better than budget with its ministry teams, staff and building ex-

penses but is under budget on income. 

 June’s General Offering (online, envelopes and plate offering) was $9,200 over budget, bringing the year-to-date 

General Offering shortage to $20,100.  Amazing Grace has collected $7,100 of Designated Funds (primarily Youth 

Fundraising) more than budget, bringing the total Income deficit to approximately $13,000.  Please be mindful of 

the income shortage as you consider your gifts in the throughout the remainder of the year. 

 The numbers above exclude Other Income (Interest Income, Gain/Loss on Investments) and Other Expenses 

(Dedicated In/Out and Activity Accounts). 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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Year to date Income:  $193,962 ($12,963 under budget  –  6.3% unfavorable) 

Year to date Expense:  $206,359 ($2,266 under budget  –  1.1% favorable) 

Year to date Net Income: -$12,397 

By Annie Morgan, AGLC Council President 
 

During the month of July, the council takes a break from its regular meeting schedule to allow for rest and revitaliza-

tion. During that time, my family took a road trip with the pop-up camper to the National Parks and one State Park 

of Utah. 
 

Whenever I spend time in our National Parks I am reminded of the ways that 

God is constantly working in our lives and in our world. We often cite signifi-

cant shifts and changes that disrupt the flow of water or direction of winds. 

However, the beauty and awesome views of canyons and rock formations or 

the sounds of rapidly flowing rivers were formed over millions of years. When 

a river ceases flowing in an area and changes direction, that is the result of 

much time and many billions of grains of sand and sediment. The empty river 

bed seems sudden and dire when we see it, but it has been happening slowly 

before our eyes for some time. 
 

We don’t have to road trip to Utah to appreciate geological, ecological, and 

biological wonders of God’s world. Minnesota and our own backyards are 

demonstrations of God’s continual creation in our lives, and we can celebrate 

that together in outdoor worship this summer! I hope you’ll join our August 9 

and August 23 worship services at 6:30 p.m. in the Amazing Grace backyard! 
 

I pray that as we move into a season of listening and reflecting that we can be 

present with the changes that the Holy Spirit is stirring in us all and in our 

community. God is preparing us and giving us what we need. God is at work in 

us so that we may join God at work in a constantly changing world. 
 

Peace — Annie Morgan 
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Habitat For Humanity 
 

We have the opportunity once again to join  

with Augustan Lutheran Church on two Habitat projects. 
 

August 28-Sept 1 in Saint Paul Park 

Sept 11-Sept 15 in West Saint Paul 
 

Please contact the church office at 651-455-0093  

if you would like to volunteer or have any questions. 

in We celebrate these updates from the Amazing Grace community:  

 Pastor Chris Becker is serving as interim pastor of St. Mark’s Luther-

an Church in Randolph, Minn., likely through December. Please pray 

for St. Mark’s during this interim period.  

 Merri Guggisberg has completed her training at Christos Center for 

Spiritual Formation and has been certified as a Spiritual Director. 

The AGLC Council has approved Merri's use of a room at AGLC 

for spiritual direction sessions. Congratulations, Merri!  

 

PASTORAL CARE 
Please call or text Pastor Julie Wright or 

call the church office when you or a loved 

one is in need of care: 

 Sick or injured  

 In the hospital   

 Having surgery   

 In crisis   

 Having trouble with marriage, 

family or other relationships   

 In need of prayer   

 

Remember that due to HIPAA privacy 

rules, hospitals do not inform us when 

you’re in the hospital.   

 

Church office 651-455-0093   

Pastor Julie Wright 651-271-1427 (cell)  
 

STAFF UPDATES 
Norm Goetzke, building supervisor, has decided he would like 

more time at the lake and with his family. Having cared for the 

building and grounds for many years, we thank Norm for his faith-

ful service. 

 

We Are Hiring!  
Amazing Grace is hiring part-time staff for the following open posi-

tions: 

 Finance Assistant – 9 hours/week 

 Building Supervisor – 9 hours/week 
 

If you’re interested in any of these positions, please contact the 

church office for details (info@aglcigh.org). 

 

TAKE NOTE: 

Pastor Julie Wright will be on vacation  

August 10-18.  During this time if you have 

a pastoral care emergency, please contact 

the church office or Tim Marburger. 
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Prayer Concerns can be called in 

to Mary Garfield or the church office at 

651-455-0093. . 

 

God’s Church Has Needs All Summer 

As you travel this summer, remember your support 

of Amazing Grace.  Our programs go on…  Our ex-

penses do too.  It is important that you continue to 

make your regular gifts to church so we can  

continue to serve.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 

Servant Ministry Coordinator:  Pastor Julie Wright 

Meal Coordinator:  Lynda Bartlette 

Ride Coordinator:  Norm Beckman 

Respite Care Coordinator:  Judy Thompson 

Funeral Support Coordinator:  Barb Malamen 

Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship:   

                                                     Judy Thompson 
 

Hands and Feet Ministry— 

Coordinator:  Pastor Julie Wright 

The Frid Family would like 

to express their  

appreciation to all the  

volunteers who helped 

make the celebration of 

the life of Lucy Frid  

a success. 

 

   Mark and Kristin  

   Gallagher thank you for 

   your compassionate prayers  

   and cards on behalf  

   of Steve Ellerbusch, Kristin’s  

   brother, who died May 5th.    

      Steve said, “Please don’t  

       think your prayers were  

        ineffective.  I felt prayed for.  

                If it weren’t for that, I  

                           couldn’t have  

                                   stood it.” 



 

 

7160 South Robert Trail 

Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077 

651-455-0093 

Address Service Requested 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

 

 

Staff: 
 

Lead Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright 

jwright@aglcigh.org 
 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 
 

Children and Youth Minister—Tim Marburger: 

tmarburger@aglcigh.org 
 

Finance Assistant—Craig Yotter 

cyotter@aglcigh.org 
 

Building Supervisor—Norm Goetzke:  

ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 
 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 

 

Sanctuary Choir Director:  Barbara Forthun 

bforthun@aglcigh.org 

 

 
 

King’s Kids Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 
 

Sunday School Co-Coordinators— 

Kami Burgess:  kburgess@aglcigh.org 

Trish Ebensteiner:  tebensteiner@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Co-Coordinators— 

Amanda Vesta: avesta@aglcigh.org 

Dre Noble: dnoble@aglcigh.org 
 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 

Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  

announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 
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