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    @ The In ersection   by Pastor Julie Wright 

Being Still 

(it’s harder than it sounds) 
 

Amazing Grace’s theme this year is based on Psalm 46:10 – Be Still and Know that I Am God.  Reflecting on this, it 

sounds easy to do. And yet, I find myself starting my day by picking up my smart phone – first, to see if any of you are 

in need of a hospital visit or phone call. But then I get sucked into text messages, emails, and Facebook. The next thing 

I know, I’ve watched a cute video of someone’s cat!  Is this the way I want to begin my day? Is this what God has in 

mind for you and me?  

 

Recently, as I was pondering this challenge, Council Vice President Jennifer Rutschke shared that she combats this 

same tendency to get sucked into the technology vortex by signing up for a daily devotional email that goes to her 

work email in-box. The devotion becomes the first email she reads every morning.  Now that’s a way to make technol-

ogy work for you!  Thanks for the tip, Jennifer! 

 

Whether you’re tech savvy or prefer to pick up the Bible or a devotional, it’s a good reminder that being still and lis-

tening for God’s presence doesn’t happen automatically.  However, a simple shift in a daily routine can have an impact 

on the rest of the day. Being still for even 5 minutes can help us to listen for God’s whisper, or see through God’s 

eyes, which colors the way we view and experience the world throughout the day. 

 

These are some of my tips for connecting with God in stillness: 

 Sign up for daily devotions through Luther Seminary’s God Pause. Email devotions are short, meaningful 

reflections on the coming Sunday's lessons and gospel delivered directly to your email inbox. http://

www.luthersem.edu/godpause/ 

 Take a lunch break and close your eyes for 30 

seconds. Breathe in and breathe out slowly, re-

membering that the Holy Spirit fills your lungs 

with every breath. <Repeat.> This is a prayer. 

 Sign up for YogaDevotions, which will be held at 

Amazing Grace on Monday evenings this year. If 

you can’t attend a session this fall, look for future 

sessions in the winter and spring. 

 

Share your tips with each other this year as we take much 

needed time to experience an ebb and flow between being 

and doing. Let’s ask God fill our cups so that we can continue 

Joining God at Work in the World.  

 

Pastor Julie Wright 

http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/
http://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/
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 Worship and Music Ministry Team 

 

Worship Ministers 
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship and Music Chair 

 

What, you ask, is a Worship Minister?  Worship Ministers are all of the 

committed individuals who take care of the “logistical details” for wor-

ship services so that we can focus on praise, prayer and worship.  

 

For example:  

 Greeters extend a warm welcome to all as they enter God’s build-

ing  

 Ushers act as the host or hostess for our worship assisting in a variety of ways during the service doing everything 

they can to make sure all are comfortable and have what they need to worship without distractions. 

 Altar care ministers make sure the altar is prepared for our worship and set the Lord’s Table for our communion. 

 Acolytes help us prepare for worship by lighting the Altar candles. 

 Readers share the Word of God during worship for all to hear. 

 Sound system ministers make sure all can hear the service. 

 Nursery ministers provide a welcoming, caring, and safe place for the youngest of God’s children during worship if 

needed. 

 Worship assistants assist with worship, communion, and prayer. 

 

Beginning with this newsletter, we will be highlighting one of the worship ministries in an article each month.  The pur-

pose of the highlight is to recognize the amazing work that they do to enable our worship services to be meaningful, 

relevant, Spirit-filled, and grounded in God’s word.  We also will share what they do, why they do it, and how it im-

pacts their faith journey.  Our hope is that as you read about each ministry, you will find a ministry that interests you 

so that you will become a worship minister in that role. 

 

If you have questions, or if you already know what worship ministry you want to be a part of, please contact any mem-

ber of the Worship and Music Ministry Team. Louise Lentz, chair; Pastor Julie Wright, advisory, Trish Ebensteiner, 

Barb Forthun, Laurel Oseth, Brad Pipal, Nancy Pollock, Angy Thelemann, and Susan Young.  

 

Spotlight on USHERS 
Submitted by Trisha Ebensteiner, Usher Coordinator 

 

Ushering is a vital role in our shared ministry at Amazing Grace. Ushers welcome everyone 

into worship, they equip the congregation with everything they need for worship that day, 

answer any questions and make sure they are treated like family. Ushers help in serving com-

munion by holding the cups or the extra pitcher of wine. They also help in seating, counting 

and recording the number of worshipers during the service and making sure the sanctuary is 

tidy afterwards. 

 

 

Below are some personal testimonies from members about being a part of the usher ministry.  
 

Trisha Ebensteiner: I was led to usher because I enjoy getting to know people and building relationships. I strive to be that 

ray of light on a dark day. Ushering has made my faith stronger, as I converse with people I begin to realize how much my 

faith means to me, in a way I would not otherwise be aware of. When you get to see firsthand, especially during communion, 

how faith moves people, it's such a beautiful sight, and to see a child receiving a blessing, the look on their face is priceless. I 

think communion is my favorite part of ushering. I love to usher, it is very rewarding! 
 

Korky Ebensteiner: I wanted to usher because I enjoyed it so much at my previous church, and it is a great way to get to 

know people. I love being a vital part of worship, it makes me feel like I'm giving of myself and doing the Lord's work. When 
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SEPTEMBER  WORSHIP 

Sunday Theme Worship Services Lesson 

September 3 

Pentecost 13 

Labor Day  

Weekend 

Getting Out  

of the Way 

9:30 am Worship  

with Holy Communion 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 

Matthew 16:21-28 

September 10 

Pentecost 14 

Rally Day/GO Day! 

Bible Distribution 

Be Still and Know… 

and then GO! 

REGULAR SCHEDULE RESUMES 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 40:1-8 

Psalm 46:1-11 

Mark 4:35-41 

September 17 

Pentecost 15 

Ministry Team Fair 

Cooking Up a Mercy &  

Forgiveness Stew (with a 

side of Humble Pie) 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Genesis 50:15-21 

Psalm 103:1-13 

Romans 14:1-12 

Matthew 18:21-35 

September 24 

Pentecost 16 

God’s Totally Unfair,  

Completely Generous  

and Outrageously  

Upside-Down Kingdom 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 

Psalm 145:1-8 

Matthew 20:1-16 

people ask you questions about your faith it makes your faith stronger as you contemplate what your answer is and why you 

are answering the way you are. My faith has definitely become stronger in this shared ministry role.  
 

Kami Burgess: I was led to usher when I heard Trish talk about how good it made her feel and the impact it had on her. 

Now that I'm ushering I can see exactly what she meant by those words. I enjoy serving and this is an easy way to give back 

to the church community, it reminds me to take my eyes off of myself and focus on sharing the love of Christ with those 

around me. 
 

Frequently asked questions about the usher ministry: 

Q – Why do the ushers ring the bell 5 minutes before worship and then 

shut the doors? 

A – As a reminder that everyone should be seated for worship, and the 

prelude will begin shortly. Also the doors are shut to allow for quiet 

reflection time and to allow people the chance to prepare their 

hearts for worship. 
 

Q – Why do we need three ushers? 

A –In addition to their other duties, three ushers are needed to assist 

with communion by holding the empty cups and refilling the commun-

ion wine.  When we pass the offering baskets during special services 

we need four people – three ushers and an acolyte. 
 

Q – Is there a list of responsibilities for ushers posted at church in case I 

forget something or we need another usher? If so where is it posted? 

A – Yes, it's posted in the inside of the Sacristy door. 
 

Thank you to those who are ushering!!!!! To those who want to be a part of a great ministry role… Please contact 

Trish Ebensteiner.  

Be still and know I Am God 



 

From the Christian Education Ministry Team 
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Sanctuary Choir rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 6, 2017 at 

7:40 p.m. and is open to anyone (middle school and up) who wants to sing. 
 

Join for the year or a season.  We are flexible and fun.  No experience neces-

sary. 
 

Choir rehearses every Wednesday and sings two Sundays per month, plus 

special days. 
 

Don’t like your voice?  Why not give it back to God! 

King’s Kids Choir is Back!  (3 years old—2nd Grade) 

Submitted by Angy Thelemann, Director 
 
 

Each Wednesday night the King’s Kids Choir meets downstairs to sing praises to God, 

create art and service projects, and enjoy a snack, games, and fellowship with one an-

other.  Our theme for this year is “Created by God”. All children 3 years old through 

2nd grade are welcome to join us!!  Any questions?  Please contact Angy Thelemann in 

the church office at 651-455-0093.  Our first practice will be on Wednesday, Sept. 27. 

Singers Wanted!  Join Sanctuary Choir! 

Fall Worship Schedule 
Starting September 10th 

 

8:00 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

9:15 am  Education Opportunities for All 

10:30 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

Men’s Bible Study Group 
 

The theme for the 2017-2018 church year is “Be Still and Know”. This Fall we will 

be studying Phoenix Affirmation #2 “Listening for God’s Word, which comes 

through daily prayer and meditation, studying the ancient testimonies which we 

call scripture, and attending to God’s present activity in the World.” We will meet 

at AGLC from 6:30-8:00pm on Sunday evenings on the following dates: Sept. 10th, 

Sept 24th, Oct. 15th and Oct 29th. Please join if you are able! 

Women’s Bible Study Group 
 

The Women’s Bible Study meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 

A.M. in the Upper Room of the Church.  Starting in September, we will have three 

lessons on the Apostle’s Creed. The study will be led by a member of the group.  

These studies come from the Gather Magazine. Extra copies of the magazine are 

available for those who do not have a copy. All women are invited and welcome.  

Coffee is available. 
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Join us on Rally Day!  
 

Sunday, September 10th is Rally Day!! At 9:15 am we are kicking off the new Sunday School 

year with many exciting things planned!! This year all students will gather as a group for the 

first 15 minutes of Sunday School to learn a song, a story, or about one of our many mis-

sions. Every fourth Sunday we will join the rest of the congregation for “Go day!” This is a 

day where we will serve our community, neighbors, and each other in various ways. On 

Rally Day we will begin the day with an informative vision for the year, and then create T-

shirts which will be a part of our Go Day! activities. Come and join us! 

 
 

“Go Day” Schedule: 
 October 22, 2017 - Connecting with Inver Glen 

 November 26, 2017 - Creating Advent Candle Wreaths 

 January 21, 2018 - Creating Blessing Bags 

 February 25, 2018 - TBD 

 March 25, 2018 -TBD 

 April 29, 2018 - TBD 

Milestone Ministry Bible Distribution 
Sunday, September 10, 2017 

 

Milestone ministry covers many special occasions in a child’s life.  In Septem-

ber, we celebrate by placing the Holy Bible in children’s hands.  The Christian 

Education team selected the ages and the version of the Holy Bible we dis-

tribute.  Each family will receive a personal invitation to join us on Rally Sun-

day, September 10.  We invite you to join us at either the 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 

a.m. worship service for this special gift distribution.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please contact the church office if you are in need of a Holy Bible for your family.   

We love to share God’s word with all. 

Youth  

entering 7th 

grade will 

receive the 

Lutheran 

Study Bible.   

Toddlers (18 

months) will 

receive the  

Lift The Flap 

Bible. 

Children in 

3rd grade will  

receive the 

Spark Bible. 

3 year old  

children (as of 

Sept. 1) will 

receive the 

Sparks Story 

Bible. 

Sunday School Contacts: 

Kami Burgess, Sunday School Co-coordinator:    

kburgess@aglcigh.org  

Trish Ebensteiner, Sunday School Co-coordinator:   

tebensteiner@aglcigh.org  

Confirmation Class for this year’s 8th and 9th graders be-

gins on Wednesday, September 13th at 6:30 pm. 
 

Confirmation Sunday for those 10th graders affirming their 

faith will be Sunday, October 1st at the 10:30 am worship 

service.   
 

Please hold all these students in your prayers as they begin, 

affirm or continue on their faith journey. 

mailto:kamikaye@hotmail.com
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Children and Youth 

Submitted by Children and Youth Minister, Tim Marburger 
 

A New Year – Schoolwise that is 
We’re quickly into a new year of school and Rally Day is quickly approaching (September 10).  Even though our theme 

this year is Be Still and Know… it seems like we’re back in a whirlwind of activities.  It’s hard to remember this theme 

as we careen back to school activities, confirmation, sports and so much more, but we need to remember it daily.  Be 

Still and Know… God needs us to stop and consider life around us.  Consider the sometimes craziness of our world 

filled with racism, hatred, Islamophobia, bullying and so much more.  If we don’t stop and breathe, we can be pulled 

into the vortex of the insanity.  We need to breathe before we step up to make a difference.  Whether in school, band, 

dance, playing fields; we are called to make that difference and know that we are here for a reason.  What is your rea-

son?  Breathe. 

 

2017 – 2018  Youth Events 
 

As mentioned in other articles, we have begun to work with other area Lutheran 

congregations to provide joint ministry opportunities.  I think we’ve come up with 

an exciting year. We met in July to plan our activities for the upcoming year.  Please 

get these on your calendars and come meet your peers from All Saint’s, Bethesda, 

Good Shepherd, Luther Memorial and St. Luke’s.   

 

 September 21 – 22, 8 pm – 8 am (hosted by Good Shepherd) – Grades 9 – 12 Overnight with MANY ac-

tivities including bowling.  COST $10 sign up by September 15 

 October 8, 11:45 – 2, Grades 1 – 6:  Cookie baking for Interfaith Action 

 October 11, Time TBD (but early evening) Project with Interfaith Action  

 Week of November 12:  Intergenerational Activity involving Union Gospel Mission’s Thanksgiving event 

 November 23:  Intergenerational participation in the Walk to End Hunger supporting Neighbors, Inc. 

 December 22, 6 – 9 pm:  Caroling and Mario Bros tournament hosted by All Saint’s. Grades 6 - 12 

 

Christian Education Ministry Team  

Hosting a Reformation 500 Bookstore! 
 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast approaching! Do you want to learn more 

about Martin Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do you want to reflect 

on the ongoing impact of the Reformation today? Visit our Reformation 500 Bookstore to 

shop for engaging books on the Reformation for readers of all ages and interests! You will 

be able to save as much as 50% off the cover prices and pay no shipping charges. 

 

Stop by the Narthex table on September 10th and 17th between 9:15 am and 10:30 am 

to order fascinating books on the Reformation for you and your family. Orders will be 

placed after the sale and can be picked-up at church. An announcement will be made when 

the books arrive. 

 

HEADS UP—Heggie’s Pizza Sale 
We will be holding a Heggie’s Pizza sale beginning on November 5 and ending on  

November 19.  Your orders for delivery will come in December 7.  Please watch  

for more information on this requested fundraiser. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIL01vek4MgCFQXrJgodgHIBqg&url=http://www.heggiespizza.com/&psig=AFQjCNHwwNsPoQE5y3zUjnkgEV_pwcSK1A&ust=1445954098495123
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Evangelism Ministry Team 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

ADVISORY TEAM 
Remember we’ve started a Children/Youth Advisory Group.  This 

group of youth/parents and interested adults will help guide our minis-

try.  We anticipate meeting no more than once a month for about one 

hour.  We have met a couple of times now and have begun discussing various topics like Sunday School attendance, 

fundraising and is there a “good” time for youth to meet?  We will continue to discuss many more issues. 

 

Here are our meeting dates for your 2017 – 2018 calendar: 

If this is of interest to you, please contact me at 651-455-0093 or my email tmarburger@aglcigh.org,  You can also 

reach out with your input to the various members who have agreed to help.  Presently the members of the group are: 

  Abby G. Hailee W. Mark Morgan Pam Rutten Caleigh T. Joseph W.  

 Lynn Waska Robyn Noble Tim Grundhoffer  

 

 

 

ELCA YOUTH GATHERING 
We’re gearing up for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas set for June 27 

– July 1, 2018.  We presently have 3 youth attending Vinny, Eli and Alex.  We will be 

registering in early October, so if you’re still interested, let me know. 

 

We will have various fundraisers throughout the year along with our “normal” events.   
 

September 11 at 11:45 a.m. January—No Meeting May—No Meeting 

October 8 at 11:45 a.m. February 11 at 11:45 a.m. June 10 at 10:45 a.m. 

November 12 at 11:45 a.m. March 11 at 11:45 a.m.  

December 10 at 11:45 a.m. April 8 at 11:45 a.m.  

 

 

 

 
Submitted by Lynn Zentner 

 

OWLS is starting up again for fall, and we will meet the first time 

Wednesday, Sept. 20th at 11:00 am with a potluck and our usual fun and 

fellowship.  We will be meeting the third Wednesday of each month so 

that more of our members can join us on a regular basis. If you have any 

questions or need a ride, please contact Lynn Zentner or Laurel Oseth. 

We look forward to a fun year. 

OWLS OWLS ––  Outstanding, Outstanding,   

Wise, LutheransWise, Lutherans  

mailto:tmarburger@aglcigh.org
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Stewardship Ministry Team 

Mission Updates... 

Neighbor's Inc. 
Submitted by Lisa Barnhart 

 

If you are attending the Inver Grove Heights Days parade, don't forget to bring along a food 

donation or school supplies. They will be collected by a group in the parade!  
 

Most needed items: toilet paper, baking supplies (sugar, flour, oil, mixes), hygiene products 

(shampoo, adult toothbrushes, etc.), Hamburger Helper, jelly. 

China Service Ventures 
Submitted by Charlotte Gronseth 

 

OPENING NEW DOORS IN CHINA 
 

Living and working in China one faces much ambiguity. This is certainly what China Service 

Ventures is now experiencing.  New laws appear and challenge to creative responses.  How 

wonderful it is to know that God is sovereign, good, and powerful, and that in love he deep-

ly cares—both for those who are serving and those who are served.  When one door clos-

es he opens another. 
 

The national government’s new laws, effective 2017, challenge us to learn new ways to 

serve.  “We feel like we are in Narnia and ‘Aslan is on the move,’” writes Jeff Nellermoe, 

 

HYMNTAP 
 

Sing hymns. Drink beer. Make friends. All happening the 

4th Monday of the month (Sept 25) from 7-9 pm at Dub-

liner Pub at University and Vandalia on the Green Line in 

St Paul. Drink your favorite brew and sing your favorite 

hymns with the Fleshpots of Egypt, self described as 

Lutherland's most critically disclaimed bluegrass band. 

Contact person Barb Malamen. 

 

By Joleen Ketterling and Todd Erickson, co-chairs, Stewardship Ministry Team 

 

The Stewardship Team continues to make great strides and we have renewed energy 

about our missions and how they help us do God’s work in the world.  In July, the Stew-

ardship Team evaluated all of the missions that AGLC supports (utilizing our new mis-

sion evaluation process) and we have outlined a plan for mission support for the remain-

der of 2017 and 2018.  We shared this information with our AGLC Mission Representa-

tives in August.  The congregation will have a chance to review this plan at our upcom-

ing congregational meeting in October.  We praise God for the amazing passion and 

tireless efforts shown by our AGLC Mission Representatives. 
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CSV’s director.  “We are learning to serve with eyes wide open, expecting to catch sight of God revealing himself in 

creative ways.”  Last month we wrote of one of Mim Nellermoe’s creative responses—training and using horses in 

working with autistic children, such as Du Quan Li, the boy who lives at the end of a chain.   
 

Jeff has been working for months on CSV’s application to the government to continue work in Henan as a non-profit 

organization in ways acceptable to the government.  It is an extremely complicated and thorough procedure.  He is 

now near completion of this effort, working closely these months with a lawyer in Beijing.   
 

Please pray that the government will see the importance of CSV’s service to the poor and disabled in Henan and per-

mit our work there to continue.  Should that door be closed, pray for guidance to see and enter wisely other doors 

God may open.  Pray also for strength and wisdom for the Nellermoes in the stress of this situation, and for the gift of 

God’s peace and joy as they proceed. 

Lyngblomsten 
Submitted by Barb Malamen 

 

Am I Really Listening? 
There is a workshop being offered at Lyngblomsten, Monday, Sept 18, 

10 am to noon designed to enhance the ability to listen. This is an in-

teractive session to develop  skills and attitudes that will enhance 

one's ability to listen with understanding and compassion. You will 

leave with practical tools to improve your listening abilities. This may-

be of particular interest to those in the Hands and Feet ministry, but 

all are welcome to attend. The cost for the workshop is $10 per per-

son or $25 for a group of 3 or more from the same congregation. We 

would need to sign in as a group at one time. Contact Barb Malamen 

by Sept 12 if interested. The workshop will be held on the Lyngblom-

sten campus in St Paul. Car pools can be arranged. 

Business Management Team 
Submitted by Heather Tautges, Business Management Chair 

 

Greetings from the BMMT. We hope you enjoyed a blessed and peaceful summer. Now that schedules are stabilizing 

around fall activities and school schedules, we invite all interested to join us for a meeting. Our work spans any and all 

things related to the resources of the church, from property to staff, and we welcome all new ideas. Our meetings this 

fall are on the 4th Monday of each month at 7pm; the next one is scheduled for 9/25.  

 

As you may know, we have several open positions at Amazing 

Grace. If you or someone you know has interest in these posi-

tions, please contact the church office, Eric or Heather Tautges, 

or any of the council members. Details about the Finance Assis-

tant and Building Supervisor can be found on the ALGC website. 

 Finance Assistant: 9 hours/week 

 Building Supervisor: 8 hours/week 

 VBS Co-lead 

 

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different 

kinds of work, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.  

– 1 Corinthians 12:5-6. 
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Properties Team 

Submitted by Norm Goetzke, Building Supervisor 
 

In early July I contacted Exel Energy and modified the Amazing Grace account to a 

lower cost, lower demand, “small general” category.  
 

Our June bill under the original category was $592.  The July bill under the new cat-

egory is $436. This change, plus the installation of the new office lighting LEDs, will 

save a significant amount of money over the next few years. 
 

We could save even more money if everyone DARED, to turn off the lights after 

worship, Sunday School, and meetings when they are the last one in the room.  
 

Remember to let your little light shine for Jesus, BUT turn off Xcel's!! 
 

Emmanuel!! 

Council Corner 

 

AGLC Financial Summary 

through July 2017 

Prepared by Jared Hovick, Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Through July 2017, Amazing Grace is below budget with its ministry teams, staff and building expenses, but is under 

budget on income. 

 July’s General Offering (online, envelopes and plate offering) was $3,800 under budget, bringing the year-to-date 

General Offering shortage to $23,000.  Amazing Grace has collected $6,800 of Designated Funds (primarily Youth 

Fundraising) more than budget, bringing the total Income deficit to approximately $16,200.  Please be mindful of 

the income shortage as you consider your gifts in the throughout the remainder of the year. 

 The numbers above exclude Other Income (Interest Income, Gain/Loss on Investments) and Other Expenses 

(Dedicated In/Out and Activity Accounts). 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

By Annie Morgan, AGLC Council President 

 

Matthew 11:30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

 

September in my house is busy and exciting. We are eager for fresh starts and fresh notebooks. (Though my boys 

will not use the word “eager.”) 

Year to date Income:  $225,218 ($16,194 under budget  –  6.7% unfavorable) 

Year to date Expense:  $238,338 ($6,467 under budget  –  2.6% favorable) 

Year to date Net Income: -$13,120 
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Anyone can count the 

seeds in an apple, but 

only God can 

count the apples 

in a seed. 

 

It is easy to get swept up into the new school year action, taking on volunteer roles and jumping into activities, but if 

we’re not careful we’ll be longing for Christmas break before October.  

 

In September, our congregation rallies (September 10) around a Sunday School education year and gathers to renew 

commitments to efforts around a lay ministry team fair (September 17). There are jobs to do and roles to play for 

members and staff in creating and sustaining programming for the church, but we also recognize that our coming to-

gether as one community of faith can lighten our load.  

 

At our August meeting, the AGLC Council considered commitments we can make 

in a covenant with one another aimed at ensuring we are listening well and support-

ing each other and our staff in letting go of some things. We are committed to make 

decisions about what we take on through the year with greater consideration to 

what aligns with our strategic plan and mission, and we are committed to being flexi-

ble and open to tough conversations about trying new things. 

 

Our covenant is not finalized, and I’d welcome your thoughts as to what you are 

considering committing to doing or to stopping as we embrace this year of being still 

and knowing God. What would you like to see the council commit to doing or com-

mit to stopping? 

 

Peace. 

Annie Morgan, AGLC Council President 

 

Synod Assembly Reflection 
Submitted by Kami Burgess 

 

This past May, I had the privilege to attend and represent our congregation at the Synod Assembly. Going into the 

event, I had no idea what to expect. I was hopeful that I would gain some insight on how I might be able to add value 

to our church community. The event did not disappoint!! I learned about the many missions the Synod supports and 

how they are supporting us at Amazing Grace. I attended a few breakout sessions which confirmed the direction for 

many of the goals and initiatives we have embarked on this past year as a church. However, the one thing that was 

most impactful to me was the discussion between our Lutheran Bishop and the Catholic Bishop. The discussion was 

geared towards how we as a faith community can work together to serve those around us by putting aside our small 

differences and even the horrific histories between the Lutherans and Catholics. All in all, the experience made an im-

pact on my heart, and I am grateful for the opportunity to attend! Thank you!  



 

Fall Worship Schedule 
Starting September 10th 

 

8:00 am  Worship with Holy Communion 

9:15 am  Education Opportunities for All 

10:30 am  Worship with Holy Communion 
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Prayer Concerns can be called in 

to Mary Garfield or the church office. 

PASTORAL CARE 
Please call or text Pastor Julie Wright or 

call the church office when you or a loved 

one is in need of care: 

 Sick or injured  

 In the hospital   

 Having surgery   

 In crisis   

 Having trouble with marriage, 

family or other relationships   

 In need of prayer   

 

Remember that due to HIPAA privacy 

rules, hospitals do not inform us when 

you’re in the hospital.   

 

Church office 651-455-0093   

Pastor Julie Wright 651-271-1427 (cell)  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastoral Care—Focused Outreach 

Servant Ministry Coordinator:  Pastor Julie Wright 

Meal Coordinator:  Lynda Bartlette 

Ride Coordinator:  Norm Beckman 

Respite Care Coordinator:  Judy Thompson 

Funeral Support Coordinator:  Barb Malamen 

Personal Prayer Coordinator for Worship:   

                                                     Judy Thompson 
 

Hands and Feet Ministry— 

Coordinator:  Pastor Julie Wright 



 

 

7160 South Robert Trail 

Inver Grove Heights, MN  55077 

651-455-0093 

Address Service Requested 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joining God at Work in the World! 

All are welcome!! 

 

Website: 
www.aglcigh.org 

 

 

 

Staff: 
 

Lead Pastor—Pastor Julie Wright 

jwright@aglcigh.org 
 

Administrator—Angy Thelemann: 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 
 

Children and Youth Minister—Tim Marburger: 

tmarburger@aglcigh.org 
 

Finance Assistant—Craig Yotter 

cyotter@aglcigh.org 
 

Building Supervisor—Norm Goetzke:  

ngoetzke@aglcigh.org 
 

Worship Musician:  Brad Pipal 

 

Sanctuary Choir Director:  Barbara Forthun 

bforthun@aglcigh.org 

 

 
 

King’s Kids Choir Director:  Angy Thelemann 

athelemann@aglcigh.org 
 

Sunday School Co-Coordinators— 

Kami Burgess:  kburgess@aglcigh.org 

Trish Ebensteiner:  tebensteiner@aglcigh.org 
 

Vacation Bible School Co-Coordinators— 

Dre Noble: dnoble@aglcigh.org 
 

Main Office Hours: 
 

(Typically) 

Monday:  Working Offsite 

Tuesday—Friday:  9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.   
 
 

Deadlines: 
The newsletter article deadline  

is always on the 15th of the month.  Bulletin  

announcements or additions are due on 

Wednesdays. 
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