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 Worship and Music Ministry Team 

    @ The In ersection    by Pastor Julie Wright 

Doing vs. Being  
 

We are a culture of DOõers. Results matter. Produc-

tivity is a must. Multi-tasking is rewarded. No sick 

days allowed. (Well, thatõs what weõre told anyway.) 

Without even pausing to take a breath, we can do-do

-do-do-do until we are exhausted (é.and you know 

what that just gets usé a bunch of doo-doo!) I have 

fallen into that trap SO MANY TIMES.  With our 

heads down, we forget to look up, to appreciate 

Godõs gifts, to notice the simplest reminders of Godõs 

goodness. We can even fail to notice each other or 

take care of ourselves.  

 

But God didnõt create us to be efficient, non-thinking, 

non-feeling DOõers.  We were created in Godõs im-

age. We are human BEõings ð hard wired for love, 

belonging, and connection.  

 

That's why this year's theme is so timely for Amazing 

Grace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Be Still & Know is to: 

¶ let go of all that weighs you down and trust Christ to 

carry it for you 

¶ love more deeply, to seek justice, and to act with 

mercy 
 

At all the intersections of your life, how or what is God 

calling you to BE?  

Freed and Renewed in Christ:  

Reformation Celebration at Amazing Grace 
Submitted by Pastor Julie Wright 

 

In the month of October, we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

Lutheran Reformation.  To commemorate this anniversary, worship 

will have a slightly different flavor, such as: 

¶ A sung liturgy reminds us that before the invention of the printing 

press, the Good News was shared exclusively through singing and 

speaking. 

¶ A contemporary version of The Lordõs Prayer reminds us that the 

church we love is always reforming which helps us to celebrate 

Godõs faithfulness in the past, present and into the future. 

¶ Some hymns will be featured from the time and style of the Reformation. 

¶ October 29 is Reformation Sunday!  Wear red to church. Enjoy special music. Itõs not a Sunday to miss!  



 P A G E  2  

Spotlight on Nursery Ministry  
Submitted by Molly Olson, Nursery Coordinator 
 

Hello Amazing Grace families! The nursery is a very important part of Amazing Grace. We 

pride ourselves on having an open place to worship and being a òkid friendlyó church. How-

ever, at times, children may have other plans and not cooperate and sit still through the ser-

vice.  Having the nursery available makes it much easier for our families to come to worship 

knowing the nursery is there for backup.   
 

Without volunteers, the nursery would not be possible.  At this time Amazing Grace is in 

need of more individuals to help look after our little ones during services.  This is a great 

opportunity to serve our community and enjoy the smiles and giggles from our smallest church goers.  Typically, youõd 

be scheduled once every month and a half or so depending on the nursery ministers we have signed up, and you can 

choose early or late service.  Two nursery ministers are scheduled for each service.  One must be over 21 years old, 

and a background check is required.  Even if you do not have children who use the nursery, please consider giving your 

time to help with this great ministry for our wee ones.  This is a fantastic service Amazing Grace offers. I can speak for 

many parents and say coming to church with little ones knowing there is a place for them to go is much easier and en-

joyable for both parents and kids.  Feel free to reach out to me, Molly Olson, with any questions you may have. Again, 

please consider signing up to help out- you wonõt regret it!!  These kids truly are AMAZING!!!! 
 

Here are some testimonies from current nursery ministers for the nurseryé 

òI enjoy volunteering in the nursery at Amazing Grace because I love getting to know the kids and they always have the best 

stories that make me laugh!  It's also a great way for the younger children to meet and get comfortable with other adults in 

the congregation. We are building a village and what better place to start.ó 

Lynda Bartlette 
 

òI feel the nursery is an important part of Amazing Grace.  Being a parent with smaller children, I can attest that having a 

place for children to go during service is kind of a relief knowing if my children are antsy that morning we donõt have to leave, 

itõs a nice back up if needed.  We are a very kid friendly parish.  Also speaking for my children, they love the nursery. They 

get to come to church and see their friends.  They have a place to go thatõs 

theirs- kind of their òchurch.ó   

Molly Olson 
 

Frequently asked questions about the Nursery Ministry: 

Q ð What is the purpose of the nursery ministry? 

A ð Nursery ministers provide a welcoming, caring, and safe place  

      for the youngest of Godõs children during worship if needed. 

Q ð How many children are in the nursery on any given week, and how old are they typically?  

A ð Usually 3-5 children each week.  The nursery is intended for children under the age of 5. 

Q ð How often will I have to volunteer in the nursery?  

A ð Depending on the number of nursery ministers we have, itõs usually once a month. 

Q ð What are the requirements for being a minister in the nursery? Do we have to go through special training/

classes?  

A ð No training, just a background check would need to be completed, and youõve got to have fun. 

We Want to Hear From You  
Submitted by Louise Lentz, Worship and Music Chair 
 

Please join us for dessert, coffee and an interactive conversation on Monday, October 16, 6:30 ð 8:00 pm. The purpose 

of the Worship and Music Ministry Team is to create services that are meaningful, relevant, Spirit-filled, and grounded 

in Godõs word.  In order to make sure we are doing that, we need your feedback.  The conversation will focus on your 

worship experience ð what is relevant, what inspires you, what could we do differently to 

create more meaningful worship.  Child care will be provided.  A survey will be sent for 

those who cannot join us for this event.  However, we believe that a face-to-face conversa-

tion is more effective and more fun than filling out a survey.  Please RSVP on the blue sheet 

to let us know you will be attending or connect with one of the team members: Louise 

Lentz, chair; Trish Ebensteiner, Barb Forthun, Laurel Oseth, Brad Pipal, Nancy Pollock, Angy 

Thelemann, and Susan Young.  We want to make sure we have enough dessert! 



 
P A G E  3  

From the Christian Education Ministry Team 

OCTOBER  WORSHIP  

Sunday Theme  Worship Services  Lessons 

October 1  

Pentecost 17 

Confirmation Sunday 

By Whose  

Authority? 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Psalm 25:1-9 

Matthew 21:23-43 

October 8  

Pentecost 18 

 

Foundation  

Considerations 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:7-15 

Matthew 21:33-46 

October 15  

Pentecost 19 

 

True  

Allegiance 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 25:1-9 

Psalm 23 

Philippians 4:1-9 

Matthew 22:1-14 

October 22  

Pentecost 20 

Gratitude in 

Action 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Isaiah 45:1-7 

Psalm 96:1-13 

Matthew 25:15-22 

October 29  

Reformation 

Freed and Renewed 

In Christ 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Psalm 46 

John 8:31-36 

8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Worship with  

Holy Communion 

Be still and know I Am God 

Join us on GO DAY! ð October 22  
 

Door Hanger Delivery to Inver Glen  

Join us October 22nd at 9:15 am as we deliver door hangers to our friends and 

neighbors at Inver Glen! During the Sunday School hour on October 15th the Sun-

day school kids will be making door hangers. Then on October 22nd anyone want-

ing to join in is welcome to come to Inver Glen with us to deliver the hangers! 

 

GO DAY schedule: 

¶ October 22, 2017- Connecting with Inver Glen 

¶ November 26, 2017- Creating Advent Candle Wreaths 

¶ January 21, 2018- Creating Blessing Bags 

¶ February 25, 2018- TBD 

¶ March 25, 2018-TBD 

¶ April 29, 2018- TBD 

Sunday School Contacts:  

Kami Burgess, Sunday School Co-coordinator:  kburgess@aglcigh.org  

Trish Ebensteiner, Sunday School Co-coordinator:  tebensteiner@aglcigh.org  

mailto:kamikaye@hotmail.com
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Adult Education Classes meet at 9:15-10:15 am 

in the Upper Room unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

10/01/17 God is Calling: Listening 

10/08/17 Conversations w/the Council 

10/15/17 God is Calling: Serving 

10/22/17 

Go Day! ï Connecting with  

Inver Glen 

VBS 2018 - Wow!  
Mark your calendars for June 18 - 21, 2018! Weõre 

beginning to plan and as always, weõre planning some-

thing great! Right now weõre looking for people with 

fresh ideas to join us on the VBS team. Our first plan-

ning meeting is 5:30 p.m. October 17th. Come to the 

Upper Room and share your ideas for making VBS 

2018 a great experience for all!! 

DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP  
Submitted by Pastor Julie Wright 

 

Because of our special relationship with our neighbors at Inver Glen Senior Living, 

members of Amazing Grace have been invited to participate in a dementia support 

group. Facilitated by Sue Hastings, activities director, this support group is for care-

givers and for those experiencing the early stages of the disease.  

 

 

When:      First Tuesday of each month, beginning October 3rd.  

Where:     Inver Glen Senior Living, Community Room 

Time:      6:30 p.m. ð 7:15 p.m. 

 

Later in the year, Inver Glen will also be offering dementia education, which will be open to the public.  

 

TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY ñ 

REVISED SCHEDULE  
As a result of the above opportunity, adult Bible study will not be held on the first Tuesdays of each month.  This will 

allow those interested to attend without a scheduling conflict.   

 

If you have questions, please contact Pastor Julie Wright at 651-455-0093 or jwright@aglcigh.org. 

EXPERIENCING MARYõS MAGNIFICAT  

IN THE WORDS OF  

MARTIN LUTHER AND ELIZABETH JOHNSON  
Submitted by Pastor Julie Wright 

WHEN:   Thursday, December 7, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

COST:   $30.00 

WHERE:   Wisdom Ways Center for Spirituality, Carondelet Center, 1890 Randolph Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105  

 

As we mark the 500th Commemoration of the Reformation, what do Martin Luther and a contemporary feminist Catho-
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Children and Youth 

Submitted by Children and Youth Minister, Tim Marburger 

 

DONõT SKIP THIS ARTICLE 
Having just completed my review in anticipation of the òend of yearó, I have set a 

goal for myself.  I would like to visit EVERY family (especially those with kids) ei-

ther at home or via their activities.  I know Iõve heard that many families lives are 

GO, GO, GO.  If there is no time for home visits, please let me know when your 

kids are dancing, skating, playing football or soccer.  Who doesnõtõ enjoy a band or 

choir concert, a track event or even hockey?  Help me achieve this goal ð INVITE 

ME OVER or send me schedules.  I truly believe that the church should be out 

there with the kids, not waiting for them to come here. 

 

 

GREAT NEWS!!  
As we progress to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2018, we have been actively working 

on fundraising for the three youth attending ð Alex G., Eli M. and Vinny M.  We found 

out in mid-September that each youth received a $300 scholarship from the ELCA.  

Way to go!  This will be a HUGE help on reducing the $1,200 needed to attend. 
 

 

GIVE BACK, BEFORE GIVING THANKS  
We sometimes hear that poverty isnõt a problem in the suburbs, but at Neighbors we 

know differently. More than half the school kids in South St. Paul and West St. Paul 

qualify for free and reduced lunch. In addition, many in the areas that we serve donõt 

have access to a car and live more than a half mile from a grocery store, which makes 

getting affordable, nutritious food difficult. Neighbors has been providing food and ser-

vices to those in need in northern Dakota County for 45 years. 

  

The whole family is invited to this Thanksgiving morning walk to raise funds for Neigh-

bors, Inc.  This intergenerational activity begins at 7 am inside the Mall of America.  100% of the funds we raise goes to 

the work of Neighbors, Inc (including the $25 registration ð no registration fee for those under 18).  The Walk ends 

before 10 am.  Questions? Email Tim at tmarburger@aglcigh.org 

 

Give back and then give thanks!  

lic theologian have to tell us about Maryõs Magnificat? Together we will read, sing, and delve into 

Mary's song in Luke 1:46-55. 

 

Come explore the many ways the Magnificat has shaped Catholic and Lutheran understandings 

and faith perspectives, as evidenced by our presenters ð a Lutheran professor of Old Testament 

and a Catholic Marian scholar.  

 

Facilitators : Mary Kaye Medinger, MA, is a lifelong educator, writer, editor, spiritual direc-

tor and retreat leader with a particular interest in womenõs spirituality, especially Mariology.  Di-

ane Jacobson, professor emerita of Old Testament at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, was the first 

woman to teach Bible at any Lutheran seminary in the US.  

 

To Register: call 651-696-2788 or register online at www.wisdomwayscenter.org 

 

mailto:tmarburger@aglcigh.org
https://www.luthersem.edu/faculty/fac_home.aspx?contact_id=djacobso
https://www.luthersem.edu/faculty/fac_home.aspx?contact_id=djacobso
https://www.luthersem.edu/
http://www.wisdomwayscenter.org
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Evangelism Ministry Team 

 

2017 ð 2018  Youth Events  
 
 

As mentioned in other articles, we have begun to work with other area Lutheran 

congregations to provide joint ministry opportunities.  I think weõve come up with 

an exciting year. We met in July to plan our activities for the upcoming year.  Please 

get these on your calendars and come meet your peers from All Saintõs, Bethesda, 

Good Shepherd, Luther Memorial and St. Lukeõs.   

 
¶ October 22  ñ  Cookie baking for Interfaith Action  11:45 a.m. ð 2 p.m., Grades 1 ð 6 

¶ October 11  ñ  Project with Interfaith Action ð Confirmation class along with the recent confirmands.  Time 

TBD (but early evening) 

¶ November 16  ñ  Intergenerational Activity involving Union Gospel Missionõs Thanksgiving Event.  Look for the 

registration for the 50 spots available. Sign up begins soon.  Check out the bulletin. 

¶ November 23  ñ  Intergenerational participation in the Walk to End Hunger supporting Neighbors, Inc. 

¶ December 22  ñ  Caroling and Mario Bros tournament hosted by All Saintõs.  6 ð 9 pm.  Grades 6 - 12 

 

 

HEADS UPñHeggieõs Pizza Sale 
We will be holding a Heggieõs Pizza sale beginning on November 5 and ending on  

November 19 .  Your orders for delivery will come in December 7.  Please watch  

for more information on this requested fundraiser. 

 

 

 

 
 

Submitted by Lynn Zentner 
 

The October OWLS gathering will be Wednesday, October 18, 2017 .  We gather 

for a shared potluck lunch at 11:00 am and will conclude by 1:00 pm.  If you need a 

ride, please call either Lynn Zentner or Laurel Oseth.  This will be our Great Pump-

kin fest gathering, and we hope to see all the outstanding wise Lutherans at our 

October get together. 

OWLS OWLS ðð  Outstanding, Outstanding,   

Wise, Lutherans &Wise, Lutherans &   

The Great Pumpkin FestThe Great Pumpkin Fest   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIL01vek4MgCFQXrJgodgHIBqg&url=http://www.heggiespizza.com/&psig=AFQjCNHwwNsPoQE5y3zUjnkgEV_pwcSK1A&ust=1445954098495123

