The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 13, 2024
9:30 AM



Amazing Grace Lutheran Church

7160 South Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-455-0093 www.aglcigh.org

Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.
If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway.

e Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship.
o Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service.

GATHER:
We gather as people of God, a family of faith.

The season of the Pentecost is all about the Spirit of the risen Christ empowering the church
to live out our callings. The Holy Spirit calls us to proclaim, bear witness to, and live out
God'’s ongoing will for the world that God so deeply loves. The church knows and believes
that salvation is bound in and of a love for the world, not an escape from it.

Centering Music
Welcome

Call to Worship (Psalm 90)

Teach us to number our days, O God,

That we may commit our hearts to wisdom.
Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry?

Be gracious to your servants.

Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
So shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.
Show your servants your works!

Show your splendor to our young people!
May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
Prosper the work of our hands!



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us

cause conflicts and disputes.

In our desire to be first

we make distinctions among ourselves.

We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.

Draw near to us with grace in time of need,

and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ,

the source of eternal healing,

your sins are forgiven.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: All Depends on Our Possessing ELW 589
All Depends on Our Possessing
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2 God, who hith - er - to has fed me and to man -y
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con - stant bless - ing, though all earth - ly wealth de - part.
joys has  led me, is and ev - er shall be mine.
new will quick - en, all my long - ing shall be stilled.
hopes that haunt me, joy and sor - row, have their day.
soul  still strength-en; all  my trust in you I place.
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They who trust with  faith un - shak - en by their God are
God, who did so gent - ly school me and who dai - ly
To your lov - ing - kind - ness ten - der all my be - ing
I shall doubt your  wis - dom nev - er; as you will, so
Earth -ly wealth is not a - bid - ing; like a stream a -
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not for - sak - en and will keep a daunt - less heart.
guides and rules me, will re - main my help di - vine.
I sur - ren - der; Lord, on you a - lone I build.
be it ev - er; I com - mit to you my way.
way it’'s  glid - ing; safe I an - chor in your grace.

Text: Gesangbuch, Niirnberg, 1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Lohner, 1645-1705, adapt.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.

And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
Canticle: This is the Feast Setting 4
Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God,

increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to
what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown
of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Special Music: Take My Life and Let It Be Hal H. Hopson
Sanctuary Choir

GROW:
We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table.

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great prosperity
in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. He warns his
listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while corruption and oppression
incur God’s wrath.



%Seek the Lord and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
"Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!
9They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.
UTherefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,
you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;
you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.
2For | know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.
BTherefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.
145eek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
®Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16
2Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart. *And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

4Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the
Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. °For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been



tested as we are, yet without sin. 1®Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: Mark 10:17-31
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” *8Jesus said to him, “Why do you
call me good? No one is good but God alone. *You know the commandments: “You shall
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.” ” 20He said to him, “Teacher,
I have kept all these since my youth.” #!Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away
grieving, for he had many possessions.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” *And the disciples were perplexed at these
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of
God! ZIt is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich
to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then
who can be saved?” ?’Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not
for God; for God all things are possible.”

28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” #Jesus
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 3®who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children,
and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. **But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.”
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!



Message

Hymn of the Day: Commonwealth is God’s Commandment

Pastor Tim Maybee

ACS 1036

Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment
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Shan-ti, pax, sha - lom ,mas-la - ha: com-mon good s~ ho- ly ground.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Confession of Faith

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;



he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole
creation.

A brief silence.

Compassionate God, embolden the whole church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who
are naked, and mend what is broken. We pray especially for our partners in Magulilwa,
Tanzania and at China Service Ventures. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and those
who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing food that
feeds the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end global
poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and equity, that all
may live in peace. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and lonely
especially those we name before you now... Deliver the strength of your love and
compassion to all who need it today. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this land. We
lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for the
languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death and
resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still inspire
us to faithful living. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace
you freely give, both now and forever.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as
you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are
encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God'’s
work in the world.

Offering Song: God Extends an Invitation ELW 486
God Extends an Invitation
Nuestro Padre nos invita
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feast of life is spread; here the feast of life is  spread.

Text: Miria T. Kolling; English and Spanish tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
Music: NUESTRO PADRE, Miria T. Kolling

Spanish and English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © Miria T. Kolling.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our
lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for creating us to live together in unity
and for forgiving our failures in following your call.

Blessed are you, Abba Father, for sending your beloved Son

And for adopting us to be your children, siblings to one another.

Lord, we receive this good news with grateful hearts!

Blessed are you, Sovereign of Mercy, for establishing your kingdom in Jesus the Messiah.
He healed the sick, welcomed the outsider, and taught the commandments.

Blessed is he, the Son of Man, who became the servant of all,

And who overcomes the might of Satan until the end of time.

Lord, we trust the good news of Jesus!
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Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of
AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.

Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.



Distribution
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-fiee bread is available upon request.

Communion Songs: Lamb of God Setting 4
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Jesus, Priceless Treasure ELW 775
Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God WOV 783
O Jesus, | Have Promised ELW 810

Prayer after Communion
Holy God,
You have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now

to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Announcements



GO:

We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus.

Benediction

God all mighty,

God most merciful

+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending ELW 678
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do-nor of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us  ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.

heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing  all.

Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006

Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude



