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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church

7160 South Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-455-0093 www.aglcigh.org

Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.

If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway.
e Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship.
o Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service.

GATHER:
We gather as people of God, a family of faith.

All Saints Sunday celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body
of Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the
readings and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is
complete. This is also a day to celebrate the promises of baptism that our confirmands will
embody throughout their lives.

Centering Music: Shall We Gather at the River with Deep River Greg Howlett
Never Grow Old arr. Barbara Forthun
Emily Guptill, Barb Forthun

Welcome

A Litany for All Saints

We have come to affirm our historic, living faith.

To worship the God of our ancestors through the ages.

We have come to remember God’s benefits to us the living.

To respond in thanksgiving to the mighty works of God in our lives.

We have come to affirm our trust in the God of all futures,

To whose name be blessing and honor, glory and power forever and ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.



Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water is poured into the font as we give thanks.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and placed us
in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for the parched, and
you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good
Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water,

for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.

We thank you for the Mississippi, Minnesota, and St. Croix rivers, for the ponds
that bring beauty to our lives, and for Simley, Marcott, and Seidls lakes.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.

Satisfy all who thirst and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ,

our living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897
Music: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958
Music from The English Hymnal outsied the USA® Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Gracious God,

you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith
and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who
love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GROW:
We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table.

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and
will prepare for them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there
will be no more sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.
®0n this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
"And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
%It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited:;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6a

Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s
people so that mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words
from the God who spans all of time are trustworthy and true.

1| saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down




out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

®And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also
he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” %Then he said to me, “It is
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia!

Alleluia!

They are before the throne of God,

And the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: John 11:32-44
32\When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. 3*He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come
and see.” Jesus began to weep. **So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 3’But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?”

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was
lying against it. *Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said
to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” #'So they took
away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard
me. *2I knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing
here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” “*When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” **The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with



strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him
gO'Q’

The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!

Faith Statement Readings
Message Pastor Tim Maybee

Affirmation of Baptism
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us in the
body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism into Christ. Amen.

Congregational Representative: | present the following disciples, who desire to make public
affirmation of their baptism:

Brooke Marie Bartlette

Keely Ann Burgess

Jack Loren Hoffman

Noah Timothy Joseph Hunter

Markus James Linscheid

Luke Ethan Sanborn

Noah Reed Sanborn

Let us pray. Merciful God,

We thank you for these siblings in Christ, whom you have made your own by water
and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the
gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you
have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

Confirmands, | ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus,
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church:

Do you renounce evil and all the forces that defy God?
Confirmands: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Confirmands: | renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Confirmands: | renounce them.

Congregation, do you believe in God the Father?



I believe in God the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

You have made public profession of your faith.

Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
To live among God’s faithful people,
To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
To serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Confirmands: | do, and | ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support these, your siblings,
and pray for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Mentors, parents, and baptismal sponsors are invited forward.
Each individual confirmand will kneel, one by one, to receive a blessing.

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.



We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news of Christ to all the world.

How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayers of Intercession with All Saints Observations

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and
all of creation.

A brief silence.

O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your church from
slumber. Where we have held back in fear or shame, unbind us. Embolden us in our
proclamation of your good news, that all may know abundant life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas. Preserve fresh water
sources and the creatures who call them home. Heal places of pollution and nourish places
of drought. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with wisdom and
discernment as we elect legislators and leaders. May they govern with justice and uphold the
dignity of all people. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside those who weep
this day. Befriend all who are lonely, encourage those in despair, and heal any who are
suffering. Abide with your faithful ones in love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our ministries of
fellowship and hospitality. Strengthen the hands and hearts of all who prepare and serve
food for our nourishment. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of grace, we celebrate with those who have been baptized into Christ, becoming saints
by water and word.

Charlotte Dianne Maybee

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have passed from their earthly
journey into the fullness of eternal life.

Janice Mae (Schlaphohl) Stein
Blytha Amelia (Beck) Tallala
All those, unnamed here, whose deaths have impacted members of this community.

O God, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for your faithful ones who are now at peace with
you. With all your saints, we praise you, for you have swallowed up death forever. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you
have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Offering

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as
you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are
encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God'’s

work in the world.

Offering Song: Rise Up, O Saints of God! (Verses 1, 2, 5) ELW 669
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text @ Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Offering Prayer

heal-ing now, with
the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise

the weak sus - tain.
O saints of God!

love
up,

Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, you offered yourself in love for the world, and in this
meal you nourish us with your life. Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed the
hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in your name. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sung Words of Institution
Verses 1 & 2: Pastor, Verse 3: All
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Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



Invitation

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of
AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.

Behold, God is making all things new. Take your place in the new creation.

Distribution
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-free bread is available upon request.
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Bless Now, O God, the Journey ELW 326
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In Heaven Above ELW 630

Give Thanks for Saints ELW 428



Prayer after Communion

Faithful God,

You have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink in the body and blood of your
Son. Now send us out to labor with you, in service to the world you have made, and

among the people you have made your home, in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Announcements

GO:
We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus.

Benediction

The Ancient One, enthroned,
the Crucified One, now risen,
the Indwelling One, poured out,
+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: | Sing a Song of the Saints of God

[ Sing a Song of the Saints of God
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Text: Lesbia Scott GRAND ISLE
Tune: John H. Hopkin& Ir.. 1940 www.hymnary.org/text/i_sing_a song_of the saints_of god
This hymn is in the public domain. You may freely use this score for personal and congregational worship. If you reproduce the score, please credit Hymnary.org as the source.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude:

For All the Saints

Mark Hayes



