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Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.  

If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway. 

• Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship. 

• Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service. 

 
 

GATHER: 

We gather as people of God, a family of faith. 
 

 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in 

a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the 

beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell 

among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of 

new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness 

of God’s grace and truth. 

 

Centering Music 

 

Welcome  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Light of Hope 

In the tender compassion of our God, 

The dawn from on high shall break upon us.  

We celebrate the life of God incarnate that forever changed the world!  

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Because you came to us, we have the ultimate hope to confront even the hardest moments.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Because you came to us, we have seen the fullness of love to the highest degree.  

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

Because you came to us, we have seen the face of peace in its purest form. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

This season, we celebrate your birth that unleashes hope, love, peace, and joy into the world 

from now until the day of your return. 



O come, O come, Emmanuel! 

All four candles are lit.  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose 

speaking we are given new life.    

Amen.    

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as 

citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.   

   

Holy God,   

holy and merciful,   

holy and mighty,   

you are the river of life,   

you are the everlasting wellspring.   

   

In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of 

the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.   

   

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.   

   

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.   

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,   

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.   

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,   

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.   

   

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.   

Empower our witness to your resurrection.   

Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.   

   

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.   

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit 

reigns forever.   

Amen.   

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn:  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

        

          
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 
Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, 

you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 

empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
 

GROW: 

We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table. 
 

 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will 

rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God 

will give gladness instead of sorrow. 

 7Thus says the Lord: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O Lord, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 



 10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God! 

 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are 

united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been 

promised eternal salvation. 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 

adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to 

the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 

of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us 

the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan 

for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 

the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In 

him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 



believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge 

of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Hymn of Preparation to Receive the Gospel:  Signs and Wonders                ELW 672 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

All the ends of the earth  

have seen the victory of our God!  

Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Reading: John 1:10-18 

 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This 

was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 

me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was 

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen 

God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Message                   Pastor Tim Maybee 

 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                                                                ELW 295



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: There’s a Star in the East                                                      WOV 645 

 

 
 

We Three Kings of Orient Are                                                                      WOV 646



 

Confession of Faith  

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth.    

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,    

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary,    

suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

was crucified, died, and was buried;    

he descended to the dead.    



On the third day he rose again;    

he ascended into heaven,    

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,   

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit,   

the holy catholic church,    

the communion of saints,   

the forgiveness of sins,    

the resurrection of the body,   

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayers of Intercession  

Following each petition, the presider will say, “God of grace,”  

and the congregation will respond, “receive our prayer.” 

…We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 

through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Peace  

The peace of Christ incarnate be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Offering 

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as 

you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are 

encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God’s 

work in the world.  
 

Offering Song: Love Has Come  (Verses 1-2)                                                       ELW 292 

 

 



 
 

Offering Prayer  

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning you have called forth life, in which you take 

delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from 

your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to 

day. Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We sing a new song to you, O God of our salvation, for you have done marvelous things. 

Since the beginning of time, you have spoken your Word, and your light shines in our 

shadows.   

Glory to you, O God!   



Your Son rules in truth and justice, victorious and merciful is he! We praise your majesty 

lying in a manger, Jesus Christ, born of Mary and lauded by angels.  

Glory to you, O God!  

  

Send your Spirit on us and on this meal of wonder. In this bread, give us the body of Christ. 

With this cup, reveal the grace of your risen Son. Make known to the whole earth your 

steadfast love.  

Glory to you, O God!   

 

Sung Words of Institution   

Verses 1 & 2: Pastor, Verse 3: All 

   

CCLI License # 400953     

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of 

AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.   

Come, receive the gift of Jesus.  
 

Distribution 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-free bread is available upon request.    

 

Communion Songs: Love Has Come (Verse 3)                                                    ELW 292 

 



Word of God, Come Down on Earth                                                                     ELW 510 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Hills Are Bare at Bethlehem                                                                             LBW 61 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary Had a Baby         TFF 55 

 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Merciful God, 

We thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by his goodness, send 

us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of 

great joy. Amen.  



Announcements 

 
 

GO: 

We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus. 
 

 

Benediction  

The God of love, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, 

illumine your path, 

and increase your joy, 

today and always. 

Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn:   Let All Together Praise Our God                                            ELW 287 
 



 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. The word of God dwells in you richly.  

Thanks be to God!  
 

Postlude    

 


