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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church

7160 South Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-455-0093 www.aglcigh.org

Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.

If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway.
e Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship.
e The nursery is open and available if a child needs space to make more noise.
o Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service.

GATHER:
We gather as people of God, a family of faith.

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. The Easter season is a week
of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly through the
Gospel of John and the Acts of the Apostles. We'll see the early church continue the mission of

Christ: proclaiming good news to the poor, release to the captive, recovery of sigh to the blind, and

setting the oppressed free.

Centering Music Use this opportunity to center yourself before worship.

Welcome

Call to Worship (Psalm 97)

Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice!

Let the multitude of the earth be glad!

Clouds and darkness surround the Lord.

Justice and righteousness are the legs of God’s throne.
The mountains melt like wax

Before the Lord of all the earth.

You who love the lord, hate evil!

Rejoice in the Lord and give thanks to God’s holy name!



Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,
and called to live the baptized life,
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water is poured into the font.

Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



Gathering Hymn: We Know That Christ Is Raised ELW 449

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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I We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share Dby wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and gZrows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter life,
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as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flesh and blood.
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Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924
Text © John B. Geyer.

The Baptism of Casper Studt Hastings

Please join us as we confess our common faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;



he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Congregational Response: Welcome to the body of Christ! Together we will seek to be
in healthy relationships with God, our neighbors throughout the world, and creation
itself. We promise to walk with you through your life of faith as we discover together
what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ here and now. Thanks be to God!

Baptismal Hymn: Baptized in Water ELW 456
Baptized in Water
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1 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, cleansed by the
2 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it dead in the
3 Bap-tized in wa - ter, sealed by the Spir - it, marked with the
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blood of Christ our king heirs of sal - va - tion,  trust-ing his
tomb with  Christ our king one with his ris - ing, freed and for -
sign of Christ our king: born of the Spir - it, we are God’s
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prom - ise, faith-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
giv - en, thank-ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.
chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now God’s praise we  sing.

Text: Michael Saward, b. 1932
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune

Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

Kyrie: Setting 3
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

Prayer of the Day

O God,

form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. Make us love what you
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GROW:
We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table.

First Reading: Acts 16:16-34
Those who had enslaved a girl and used her powers to tell fortunes threw Paul and Silas
into jail for ordering the spirit to come out of her and consequently ruining their business. In
prison, Paul and Silas bring the good news of the gospel to the jailer and his family.
18 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. ” While she
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who
proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very
much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

19But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 2° When they had
brought them before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are
Jews 2t and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or
observe.” 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of
their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 2 After they had given them a severe
flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them



securely. 2* Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their
feet in the stocks.

2> About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were unfastened. >’ When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had
escaped. 2 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 2° The
jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. *° Then
he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 3! They answered,
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the
night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized
without delay. * He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his
entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord.
I am coming to you! Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: John 17:20-26

[Jesus prayed:] 2° <l ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will

believe in me through their word, 2! that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and |

am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent

me. 22 The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may be one, as we

are one, 2 1 in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world

may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 2* Father,

| desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am, to see my

glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.
25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you; and these know that

you have sent me. 2° I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the

love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

The Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ!



Message

Pastor Tim Maybee

Hymn of the Day: Baptized and Set Free ELW 453
Baptized and Set Free
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1 We are peo - ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and were nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - fter, all  liv - ing things,
~ 4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we’re washed, ev - er  gent -1y, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are  blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We gath - er to sing loud and  strong.
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all of our need.
pre-cious riv - er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je -sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,

and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Welcoming God, you invite all people to come and encounter your love. Give your church
open hearts and minds to embrace all who seek your presence. Increase the capacity for
cooperation between denominations and congregations. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, your might is seen in storms and in silence. Where drought threatens, bring
rain. Where waters flood, ease them back. Where fire, earthquake, hurricane, or tornado
destroy, shelter your people and restore your land. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

Discerning God, fill the hearts of leaders with your passion for justice and mercy. Call the
nations of this world to tables of peace and collaboration. Encourage governments to seek
avenues of collective benefit and joy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, all people are held in your care. Accompany survivors of abuse, trauma, and
exploitation. Strengthen our resolve to listen and advocate on behalf of all who are
unnoticed. Hear our prayers for those close to our hearts, especially those we name before
you now... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing God, be with this congregation as summer begins in the northern hemisphere.
Keep travelers safe. Keep the vulnerable cool. Invigorate summer ministry efforts in our
community, and support the well-being of children and young people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God, the beginning and the end, you are with us throughout our lives. In gratitude
for the saints who have died (especially Justin, martyr), we look toward your coming again
among us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

Peace

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as
you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are
encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God’s
work in the world.



Offering Song: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! (Verses 1 and 5)

A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!

ELW 393
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Text: Bede, 673-735; . Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Offering Prayer
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may
live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

This is the day that in joy and delight

We join with all the angels of heaven and all creatures on earth
To sing our praise and thanksgiving to you,

All holy and mighty and glorious God.

For Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!

This is the day that you gave light to the earth.

This is the day that you saved the Israelites through the sea
And with your pillar of fire led them to freedom.

Now every night is as bright as day,

And that light is Christ.

Thanks be to God!

This is the day that you broke the chains of death.

This is the day that, marrying heaven to earth,

You washed away sin, rescued us from evil, and brought us your peace.
The Lamb who was slain has begun to reign,

For Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sung Words of Institution
Verses 1 & 2: Pastor, Verse 3: All
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Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Invitation

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of
AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

Distribution
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-fiee bread is available upon request.

Communion Songs: Lamb of God Setting 3
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
That Priceless Grace ELW 591
O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True ELW 675
When Our Song Says Peace ELW 709

Prayer after Communion

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.
Amen.

Announcements

GO:
We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus.

Blessing of the Graduates

We give thanks for the 2025 AGLC Youth High School Graduates:
Brooke Bartlette, University of Minnesota — Twin Cities

Jack Hoffman, National Guard

And for our advanced degree graduate:
Eli Morgan, UW — Stout, Bachelor’s in Computer Science
Dennis Rock — High School Graduate

Benediction

The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, = Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.



Sending Hymn: God Be with You Till We Meet Again ELW 536

God Be with You Till We Meet Again
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God be with you till we meet a- gain; by good coun-sels guide,up-hold you,
God be with you till we meet a-gain; ho - ly wings se-cure-ly hide you,
God be with you till we meet a- gain; when life’s per - ils thick con-found you,
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with a shep-herd’s care en - fold you;
dai - ly man - na still pro - vide you; God be with you till we meet a- gain.
put un-fail - ing arms a - round you;
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Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Je - sus feet;
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till we meet, till we meet, God be withyou till we meet a - gain.

Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904
Music: GOD BE WITH YOU, William G. Tomer, 1833-1896

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude: God Be with You Till We Meet Again arr. Kathleen Holyoak



