The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026
9:30 AM



Amazing Grace Lutheran Church

7160 South Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-455-0093 www.aglcigh.org

Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.

If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway.
e  Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship.
e The nursery is available if a child needs a noisier space, with parental supervision.
e Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service.

GATHER:
We gather as people of God, a family of faith.

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the
Judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-
seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and
sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Centering Music Use this opportunity to center yourself before worship

I Love You, Lord arr. Carl Seal
Bless the Lord arr. Lloyd Larson
Welcome

Call to Worship (Psalm 103)

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.

O Lord, you provide vindication and justice to all who are oppressed.

Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,

Slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

You have not dealt with us according to our sins,

Nor repaid us according to our iniquities.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,

So great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.

As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
As a parent has compassion for their children, so you have compassion for us, O Lord.



Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

You are forgiven. We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn: All Creatures, Worship God Most High ELW 835
Commissioning for AGLC Inver Grove Heights Days Representatives

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.



Kyrie:

Kyrie
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Text: Lutheran Book ofWorship, adapt. Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen
Text and music @ 1990 GLA Publications, Inc. 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, [L 60638, www, glamusic.com. B00.442.3358.

All rights reserved, Used by permission,
Canticle: ELW 167
Now the Feast and Celebration
Refrain
T s Y ) K . T !
) . Iy { mE B — I | K

% —— —— e o ¢ 1g

) -

Now the feast and «cel - e - bra-ton, all of cre - a - tion

;%gg_#ﬁ . I K & i

K f oy p— | i q@
e e e e e e e e e e
J _‘_ - - I T T r
sings for joy to the God of life and love and free-dom;



ju | 1 I \
| | | | | I
#ﬁ:&:“ ¢ = D g
praisesand glo-ry for - ev - er -  more!
0st. N :
)M . TTAAF ] Y f - 1 | A, 4 ) N ]
R e e e e R e Tt
‘}j} =] d- 'I[ ‘—J_‘— ‘ i. J d i. -
[
* | Now is the [feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
Refrain
04y e T -
g £ —g —— i ._‘__b_ : I -
freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
n{ gl ## | \ 1 ! | I I |
@ L él =|L ih i il ' ‘l “J) o .]_._
i -
’ 2 Pow - er and rich-es, wis-dom and might, all  hon - or and
Nyt Refrain
- — i ; h——h— f i -
© s e e
glo-ry to Christ for - ev - er
7{0—% 7 ! h i i T 5 ! M e —
{:J@ LA | T ] d & [ ] 'r'] & t_J ‘IH .| P r t
3 For God has come to dwell with us, to make us peo-ple of
Refrain
n H # - — ke . e . - - |
i re—— o F F P . - .
L\IV. [ | | [ | | | | [
J | I—— ' | 1 |
God; to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b, 1950
Text and music © 1990 GTA Publications, Inc. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, TL 60638, www.giamusic.com, S00.442 3358,

All rights reserved, Used by permission.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God,
merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of

stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



GROW:
We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had
done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an
opportunity to do good and save many lives.

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '® So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, !’ ‘Say to
Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming
you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '® Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him,
and said, “We are here as your slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I
in the place of God? ?° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for
good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. *! So have no fear;
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another.
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.
"'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. > Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. > Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the
Lord is able to make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike.
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day, observe it for
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those
who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we live to
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we



are the Lord’s. ? For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both
the dead and the living.

1Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ! For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”

1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia!

Alleluia!

We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous;
Your sins are forgiven on account of his name.
Alleluia!

Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should
I forgive? As many as seven times?” > Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.

2 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him, * and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. *® So the slave fell on
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” ?” And out
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 2® But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ *° Then his fellow slave fell down and
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” ** But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. >! When his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. *> Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. 3> So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!



Message Pastor Tim Maybee

Hymn of the Day: Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive

ELW 605
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Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Confession of Faith
Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

A brief silence.

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to
embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Empower our partners in Magulilwa,
Tanzania with your Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for
farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Raise up leaders like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember
today to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who
feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need, especially those we name
before you now... Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of
us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all
those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Peace
The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



Offering

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as
you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are
encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God'’s
work in the world.

Offering Song: Holy Spirit Rain Down Russell Fragar
(Use Insert)

Offering Prayer

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and
in love to our neighbors, today and always.

Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. Qur Thanksgiving at the Table is based
Lift up your hearts. on the work of St. Catherine of Siena
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

O eternal Trinity! O fire and deep well of charity!

O you who are madly in love with your creations!
O eternal truth! O eternal fire!

O eternal wisdom, given for our redemption!

In your light we have light.

Your wonderful works are known

because they come forth from your eternal light.

Not only did you gift us with creation in your image and likeness,
but you created us anew in grace by your Son’s blood,
and you give us yourself, love immeasurable.

By making yourself small, you have made us great!

By stripping yourself of life, you have clothed us in grace!

By being stretched out on the cross, you have embraced us.

For us you have made a cavern in your open side, where we find refuge.



Sung Words of Institution
Verses 1 & 2: Pastor, Verse 3: All
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Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of
AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Distribution
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-free bread is available upon request.



Communion Songs: Christ, Our Peace ACS 1037

Christ, Our Peace
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: CHRIST, OUR PEACE, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
I Come with Joy ELW 482
Our Father, We Have Wandered ELW 606
10,000 Reasons ACS 1097

Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

Announcements



GO:

We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus.

Blessing of Teachers and Students

Let us pray for all who are beginning a new school year, that both students and teachers will

be blessed in their academic endeavors.

Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge.
Grant teachers the gifts of joy and insight,

and students the gifts of diligence and openness,

that all may grow in what is good and honest and true.
Support all who teach and all who learn,

that together we may know and follow your ways;
keep teachers and students safe from harm;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace

++ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn: Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing
Dismissal

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude: Ceaseless Praise

ELW 544

Anthony Giomanco




