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Welcome friends in Christ! We're grateful for your presence here in worship today.  

If you are visiting, please sign the guest book in the entryway. 

• Children are welcome to utilize the open space in the back for quiet play during worship.   

• The nursery is available if a child needs a noisier space, with parental supervision.    

• Feel free to remain seated at any time during the service.   
 

 

GATHER: 

We gather as people of God, a family of faith. 
 

 

In today’s gospel reading, when the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 

what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our 

ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we 

offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 

Centering Music           Use this opportunity to center yourself before worship    
 

Take My Life and Let It Be                                                                    Richard Kingsmore 

 

Welcome  
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 96) 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 

Proclaim God's salvation from day to day! 

Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among the peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised!  
Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 
Power and splendor are in your sanctuary! 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and power.  
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the earth! 
 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Hear this good news: 

You are forgiven. We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this 

healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn: Earth and All Stars (Verses 1-3, 5)                                       ELW 731 

 



 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you.   

 

Kyrie:                               Setting 4                                                                                                  



 
 

Canticle:                                                                                                                     Setting 4  

 



 
 

Prayer of the Day  

Sovereign God,  

raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 

you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

GROW: 

We grow as we are fed by the Word and nourished at the Lord’s table. 
 

 

First Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of 

faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

  Grace to you and peace. 

  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 

by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in 

word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you 

know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became 

imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 

from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and 

in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 

Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to 

speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how 

you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia!  

Alleluia!   

Shine like stars in the world, 

holding fast to the word of life. 

Alleluia! 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-22 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one, for you 

do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 

to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the 

test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 

denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 21 They answered, 

“Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 

to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed, and they left 

him and went away. 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Message                           Pastor Tim Maybee 

 

Hymn of the Day: We Give Thee but Thine Own                                                 ELW 686 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Confession of Faith  

Living together in trust and hope, let us confess our faith.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,   

creator of heaven and earth.    

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,    

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   

born of the virgin Mary,    

suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

was crucified, died, and was buried;    

he descended to the dead.    

On the third day he rose again;    

he ascended into heaven,    

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,   

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit,   

the holy catholic church,    

the communion of saints,   

the forgiveness of sins,    

the resurrection of the body,   

and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy mountain. Empower the World 

Council of Churches and all those working across religious difference, that the world may 

know your undivided love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We remember your promise of green pastures and quiet waters. Preserve all places of natural 

beauty and restore our relationship with the land. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We remember your promise to not abandon us amid storm and disaster. Renew all 

communities facing disasters and give your courage to those leading relief efforts. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We remember your promise to wipe away every tear. Heal and console all who are sick or 

suffering, especially those we name before you now… Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



We remember your promise of a banquet open to all people. Challenge this congregation to 

open wide our doors and welcome everyone to the table. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember your promise to swallow up death forever. We give thanks for those who 

have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace  

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Offering 

AGLC gives in the style of our Tanzanian partners. You may place any gift in the basket as 

you come forward for communion. If you don’t have a physical gift to share, you are 

encouraged to dip your hand in the basket as a reminder that God uses you to do God’s 

work in the world.  
 

Offering Song:    Is It Lawful to Pay Taxes?                                                                      

(Same melody as our recent Offering Song "God Whose Giving Knows No Ending")                        

      

"Is it lawful to pay taxes when they prop up Caesar's rule?" 
So some people asked of Jesus, wanting him to seem a fool. 
Saying "no" would be sedition; saying "yes" would be a sin. 
Jesus changed the conversation, calling them to look within. 
 
"Find a tax coin in your treasure; see the image that it bears. 
Give to Caesar what is Caesar's. (Give to rulers what is theirs.)" 
Yet he pressed on with his message; "Give to God what is God's own." 
We who bear our Maker's image worship God and God alone. 

Lord of all, in every nation, may your word be understood — 
That we have an obligation to support the common good. 
May our taxes, all together, fund our working hand in hand 
So that life will be made better for all people in this land. 

Still, we also hear your teaching: "Give to God what God is due." 
May no ruler — overreaching — try to take the place of you. 



May we listen to your message, may we honor what is yours; 
May we, living in your image, seek your kingdom that endures. 

Biblical References: Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844; attributed to Benjamin Franklin White; harmony © 2017 Christopher Gage ("God Whose Giving 

Knows No Ending")  
Text: Copyright © 2014 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

Offering Prayer  

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 

generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and 

in love to our neighbors, today and always. 

Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

O eternal Trinity! O fire and deep well of charity!  

O you who are madly in love with your creations!  

O eternal truth! O eternal fire!  

O eternal wisdom, given for our redemption!  

In your light we have light.  

Your wonderful works are known  

because they come forth from your eternal light.  

  

Not only did you gift us with creation in your image and likeness,   

but you created us anew in grace by your Son’s blood,   

and you give us yourself, love immeasurable.    
  

By making yourself small, you have made us great!  

By stripping yourself of life, you have clothed us in grace!  

By being stretched out on the cross, you have embraced us.  

For us you have made a cavern in your open side, where we find refuge.   

 

 



Sung Words of Institution    
Verses 1 & 2: Pastor, Verse 3: All  

 
CCLI License # 400953     

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray… 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church practices open communion. Whether you are a member of 

AGLC or not, you are invited to the table that is set by Christ for you.   

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!  

 

Distribution 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

The wine used in worship is alcohol-free. Gluten-free bread is available upon request.    



Communion Songs:                                                Setting 4 

 

 
 

Commonwealth Is God's Commandment                                                        ACS 1036 

Take My Life, That I May Be                                                                            ELW 685 

 O God of Every Nation             ELW 713 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, 

send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, 

healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

GO: 

We go into the world, sent by God, to serve all people in the name of Jesus. 
 

 

Benediction  

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn:  God of Grace and God of Glory     ELW 705 

 



 
 

Dismissal 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude:  God of Grace and God of Glory                                                Eugene Butler  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


